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CU O IDENTITATE DE IMAGINE NOUA PE ECHIPAMENTELE DE REPREZENTARE, ECHIPA OLII\!IPICA A ROMANIE PORNESTE
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Comitetul Olimpic si Sportiv Roman
Sl partenerii sal va ureaza:




Bucuresti, gazda celei de-a 53-a sesiuni

a Adunarii Generale EOC

Palatul Parlamentului, clddirea ridicata pe locul in care
lolanda Balas a realizat 9 dintre cele 14 recorduri mondiale la

inaltime, va fi locul desfasurarii lucrarilor

Plecam cu inima deschisa!
La Jocurile Olimpice de la Paris 2024,
totul va fi despre deschidere

Casa Romaniei, in
Palatul Béhague

Palatul este una dintre
cele mai frumoase resedinte
de ambasador pe care le
detine Romania si este toto-
data unul dintre cele mai
frumoase imobile din Paris

in business, ca si in
sport, iti trebuie
forta,minte si vointa

Un interviu in exclusivitate
cu Karoly Borbély

Sport in siguranta
si bunastare

Prioritati la nivelul Uniunii Eu-
ropene pentru intreaga
miscare sportiva
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BUCURESTI TO HOST THE 53RD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION OF
THE EOC

The Palace of the Parliament, the
building erected on the site where
lolanda Balas achieved 9 out of the
14 world records in high jump, will
be the venue for the European
Olympic Committee's general
assembly.............. p.23

WE'RE SETTING OFF WITH AN
OPEN HEART!

At the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games, everything will be about
OPENNESS . p. 37

ROMANIA'S HOME IN PARIS
WILL BE BEHAGUE PALACE

The palace is one of the most
beautiful ambassador's resi-
dences that Romania owns and it
is also one of the most beautiful
buildings in Paris p. 41

YOU NEED STRENGTH, IN-
TELIGENCE AND DETERMINA-
TION, BOTH IN BUSINESS AND
SPORT

An exclusive interview with
Kdroly Borbély...... p. 46

SPORT IN SAFETY
AND WELL-BEING

Priorities at the level of the Euro-
pean Union for the whole
sports movement......... p. 91

COMITETUL OLIMPIC
SISPORTIVROMAN

COMITETUL EXECUTIV
Presedinte: Mihai Covaliu
Secretar General: George Boroi
Octavian Morariu - membru CIO.
Membri: Camelia Potec, Elisabeta Lipa,
Cristinel Romanescu, Razvan Pircalabu,
; Marius Florea,

Simona Amanar, Alin Petrache,
Alina Dumitru, Doina Melinte,
Georgeta Andrunache, Laura Badea,
Puiu Gaspar, Alexandru Halduca,
Valentin-Amato Zaharia,

Alin Cornel Larion, Cristina Varzaru.

MAGAZIN OLIMPIC

Redactor-sef:
Inocentiu Voinea

Redactia: Dan Vasile, Dana lonescu
Rdzvan lonascu,
Bianca Voinea
English edition: IV. Lucian Bogdan
Design: Zebra Press
DTP/Prepress: The Ad Group

IMAGINI

Coperta: Alexandru Cotoia

Pentru tipdrirea revistei Magazin Olimpic,
COSR incurajeaza reciclarea hartiei, astfel incat
sd nu ne indepartam de la idealurile olimpice privind
protectia mediului inconjurator si ocrotirea padurilor,
izvorul de oxigen al Planetei.

Magazin Olimpic este revista oficiald a
miscarii olimpice din Romania, proprietate
a Comitetului Olimpic si Sportiv Roman.
Orice material publicistic, text, imagine,
date statistice, se afla sub incidenta
drepturilor de autor, iar pentru reproducerea
acestora este nevoie de acordul redactiei.

Tipdritd la: GLOBAL PRINT

Manager de proiect: Alina Alexoi
Director Marketing: Violeta Beclea
Relatii publice: Dana lonescu

CONTACT

office@theadgroup.ro
tel: 0723.393.300
WWW.COST.F0

ISSN 2668-9197 ISSN-L2668-9197

Informatii valabile la data tiparirii revistei



P 8 + Unuuu!

Ce coincideta fericita, sa
fii acel +1, sa te numesti
Victoria, si termini cursa
pe primul loc, obtinand
victoria alaturi de echipa
la care ai strigat la fiecare
lovitura. (Carmaciul Victo-
ria-Stefania Petreanu, pe
bratele colegelor)

8+OOONE! / What a
happy coincidence, to be
that +1, to be called Vic-
toria, and finish the race
in first place, getting the
victory with the team you
shouted at every shot.
(The coxswain Victoria-Ste-
fania Petreanu, on the
arms of her colleagues)
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de Mihai Covaliu
presedintele Comitetului
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman

“Pe de-o parte, eram eu,
fostul campion olimpic,
aflat in al doilea
mandat de presedinte
al celui mai important
si mai prestigios for
sportiv al tarii, iar pe de
altd parte, un

simplu pdrinte care,

de emotie, isi musca
pumnii strinsi,
tremurdnd la usa unei
sali in care copilul sau
dd un important
examen al vietii.
(Mihai Covaliu)

N garde

desen de Bianca Elena Popisteanu, 18 ani

SA LE CULTIVAM INCREDEREA COPIILOR NOSTRI!

SCLIPIRILE DE MOMENT SUNT RODUL REPETITIEI, AL ANTRENAMENTELOR Sl AL ANILOR DE ACUMULARI

dunarea generala anualaintr-un
A an olimpic este un momentde bi-

lant extrem de important. Este
momentul cand se trag liniile si se so-
cotesc bunele sirelele, dar mai ales se
traseaza viitorul. Siviitorul sportului de
performanta trece prin Centrele Nati-
onale Olimpice pentru Juniori siin cele
pentru Tineret, pe care noi, Comitetul
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman, le gestionam.
Aici este creuzetul performantei, aici se
plamadesc viitorii nostri campioni, si de
aceea, intotdeauna, in rapoartele
prezentate de noi, un capitol apartel are
efortul nostru de a asigura toate condit-
ile pentru ca generatia de maine sa be-
neficieze de o pregdtire adecvata, in ton
cu timpurile modeme pe care le traim.
Timpuri care nu mai pot fi concepute
fara aparatura modema de pregatire si
pentru refacere, fara stiinta, si de aceea
am pus accent mare pe Centrul Olimpic
de Testare si Asistenta Stiintifica, de care
beneficiaza din plin sitinerii aflatiin
CNOPJ-uri si CNOPT-uri. Lumea de azinu
mai exista fard tehnologie, fara gadgeturi
care pot ajuta sportivii i antre-norii sa co-
lecteze date, sa monitorizeze, sa interv-
ina precis sin cel mai scurt timp, pentru
cd, acum totul se desfasoara in para-
digma 360°. Cine intelege acest aspect
face performanta cine nu ramanein
urma, facand tot ceea ce stie.

veam si eu pe masa, la acea se-
Adinté, smartphone-ul, conectatla o

platforma pe care puteam aflain
timp real ce seintampla cu echipa de

scrima aflata la Campionatele Mondiale
pentru juniori. Urmaresc tot timpul ce fac
sportivii nostri plecatiin lume, la compe-
titii. Dar acum, cu atat mai mult, inima imi
bateain piept. Pe planse, lamondialele de
scrima pentru juniori de la Riyadh, se afla
si Vlad, fiul meu, care, in mod firesc, cres-
cand pe langd noi, in sali de scrima, ala-
turi de elevii mei si ai Irinei, si el, si sora lui
s-auindragostit de sportul muschetarilor.
e de-o parte, eram eu, fostul cam-
P pion olimpic, aflat in al doilea man-
dat de presedinte al celui mai
important si mai prestigios for sportiv al
tarii, iar pe de alta parte, un simplu parin-
te care, de emotie, isi musca pumnii
stransi, tremurand la usa unei sdliin care
copilul sau da un important examen al
vietii. Ati vazut, desigur, cum, uneori, 0 in-
treagd echipa de fotbal sta la mijlocul te-
renului cu spatele la poarta la care un
coechipier executa o ultima lovitura de la
11 metri, de care atdrna marele trofeu?
Asa eram eu, cu fata la cei mai impor-
tanti cameni de sport din Romania,
presedinti de federatii, personalitati mar-
cante ale sportului, membri ai adunarii
generale a COSR, dar cu spatele la ceea
ce seintampla la Riyadh. Si, pe masura
ce Vlad avansa pe tablou, imi era tot mai
greu sa intorc telefonul cu ecranulin sus.
anivelul la care sportul de perfor-
L mantd a ajuns in lume, diferenta
dintre un sportiv foarte valoros si
un campion o face mentalitatea. Incre-
derea’n sine si atitudinea sunt foarte
importante in momentele decisive. Or,

tocmai acestea au fost cele maival-

oroase lectii pe care, de-a lungul anilor,

am incercat sa le predau copiilor mei. In-
diferent de barierele pe care le intalnim,
indiferent de esecurile de moment, cu
increderea ca ne putem autodepasi pe
noi insine, in primul rand, vom reusi sa
urcam pe orice munte. Stiam ca Vlad
si-a insusit asta foarte bine si ca, indifer-
ent de rezultatul personal, este motivat

sa sprijine cu toate fortele echipa, o

echipa de mare perspectivd, o generatie

talentata, in care scrima romaneasca isi
pune mari sperante pentru viitoarele
cicluri olimpice.

Cé Vlad a devenit campion mondial
de juniori, iar eu nu am putut ur-
mari finala in direct de emotie

deja se stie. Dar ceea ce poate nu se stie

este faptul c3, la scorul de 14-14, la cat

s-a ajunsin finald, diferenta nu o face

sclipirea de moment, ci invatamintele

sedimentate, bine insusite, care i per-
mit sa fii sclipitor in momente decisive,
ceea ce este cu totul altceva. Or, acest
altceva este tocmaiincrederea in propri-
ile forte. Asta ar trebui sa le insuflam tu-
turor copiilor din Centrele Nationale

Olimpice! Si avem, din fericire o genera-

tie care deja promite foarte mult.
uam mare incredere in juniorii
nostril In 2028, i astept sa
straluceasca, asa cum au facut-o

marii nostri campioniin 1984, tot la Los

Angeles!



N garde

LET'S CULTIVATE
THE CONFIDENCE
OF OUR CHILDREN!

by Mihai Covaliu,
Romanian Olympic & Sport Committee President

Annual general assembly in an Olympic year is an extremely im-
portant moment for reckoning. It's the time when lines are drawn,
accomplishments and setbacks are accounted for, but most impor-
tantly, the future is charted. The future of high-performance sports
passes through the National Olympic Centers for Juniors and Youth,
which we, the Romanian Olympic and Sports Committee, manage.
This is the crucible of performance, where our future champions are
molded, and that is why, in the reports we present, a special chapter
is dedlicated to our efforts to ensure all conditions are provided for
tomorrow’s generation to benefit from adequate training, aligned
with the modern times we live in. Times that cannot be conceived
without modern training apparatus and recovery equipment, with-
out science. That is why we placed a strong emphasis on the
Olympic Testing and Scientific Support Center, which fully benefits
the youth at the National Olympic Centers for Juniors and Youth.
Today's world cannot exist without technology, without gadgets
that can assist athletes and coaches in data collection, monitoring,
precise interventions at the shortest notice, because everything now
unfolds in a 360° paradigm. Those who understand this aspect excel
in performance, those who do not lag behind, doing all they know.

During that meeting, | also had my smartphone on the table, con-
nected to a platform where [ could find out in real time what was
happening with our fencing team at the Junior World Champi-
onships. | constantly monitor the activities of our athletes when they
compete abroad. But at that moment, my heart was racing even
more. At the Junior Fencing World Championship in Riyadh, my son
Vlad was on the piste. Naturally, growing up around us, in fencing
halls, alongsidle my students and Irina’s, he and his sister also fell in
love with the sport of musketeers.

On one hand, | was there, the former Olympic champion, in my
second term as president of the country’s most important and pres-
tigious sports body. On the other hand, | was just a parent who, with
emotion, bit my tightly clenched fists, trembling at the door of a hall
where his child was undergoing a crucial life test. You've surely seen
how, sometimes, an entire football team stands in the middlle of the
field with their backs to the goal while a teammate takes the last
shot from 11 meters, the fate of the grand trophy hanging on it?
That's how [ felt, facing the most prominent sports figures in Roma-
nia, federation presidents, significant sports personalities, members
of the general assembly of the COSR, but with my back turned to
what was unfolding in Riyadh. And as Viad progressed in the com-
petition, it became increasingly difficult to turn my phone screen
upwards.

At the level performance sports has reached globally, the differ-
ence between a highly valuable athlete and a champion lies in
mindset. Self-confidence and attitude are crucial in decisive mo-
ments. Indeed, these were the most valuable lessons | have tried to
impart to my children over the years. Regardless of the barriers we
face, regardlless of momentary failures, with the confidence that we
can outdo ourselves, first and foremost, we will succeed in climbing
any mountain. | knew Viad had internalized this very well, and that,
regardless of his personal results, he was motivated to support the
team with all his might, a team with great potential, a talented gen-
eration on which Romanian fencing places great hopes for future
Olympic cycles.

What is known is that Viad became a junior world champion, and
that | could not watch the final live due to being overwhelmed by
emotion. But what might not be known is that at 14-14, the score
reached in the final, the difference wasn't made by the fleeting mo-
ment, but by the well-learned lessons embedded in him, allowing
him to shine in crucial moments, which is altogether dlifferent. This
difference is precisely confidlence in one’s own abilities. This is what
we should instill in all children from the National Olympic Centers!
Thankfully, we have a generation that holds great promise alreadly.
| have great confidence in our juniors! In 2028, | expect them to
shine, just like our great champions did in 1984, again in Los Angeles!
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NOUL LOGO AL TEAM ROMANIA, PREGATIT SA DEVINA BLAZON

Emblema comerciala adoptatd la
sfarsitul anului trecut de Comitetul
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman (COSR)
pentru Team Romania este gata sd...
iasa in lume la Paris 2024. De rezul-
tatele, dar si de atitudinea sportivilor
romani in arenele olimpice depinde
Si consacrarea sa pe plan mondial ca
blazon al sportului romanesc, adica
a unuiinsemn respectat si apreciat.
Reamintim cd aceastd emblema co-
merciald este prima din istoria COSR
aprobatd de Comitetul International
Olimpic. Aceasta noud identitate
vizuald va fi folosita atat individual,
cat si alaturi de logo-ul CIO - cer-
curile olimpice, in toate contextele:

comunicare, social media, merchan-
dising, uniforme, semnalizare si
branding-ul evenimentelor pre-
olimpice, olimpice si post-olimpice.
Conceptul din spatele acestei noi
identitati grafice a fost inspirat de in-
tegrarea naturala a elementelor de
design populare romanesti cu mo-
tivul Coloanei Infinitului, sarbatorind
armonia dintre sport, culturd si iden-
titatea nationala.

Colaborarea intre sport si business
a fost ilustrata si de relatia CIO cu
branduri comerciale cunoscute. Un
exemplu notabil fiind parteneriatul
intre Comitetul Olimpic Spaniol si
Tropicana, unde cercurile olimpice

au fost permise intr-o emblema
comerciald folosita pentru Jocurile
Olimpice de la Barcelona din 1992.
De asemenea, Coca-Cola a intretinut
o relatie semnificativa cu Jocurile
Olimpice, avand dreptul de a folosi
simbolurile olimpice In campaniile
lor de marketing asociate eveni-
mentelor din Atlanta si Tokyo din
1996 si 2020. Astfel de parteneriate
evidentiaza caracterul global siim-

pactul puternic al Jocurilor Olimpice

In lumea contemporang, iar de-
acum si COSR are dreptul sa
foloseasca cercurile olimpice atat in
comunicare, cat siin scopuri comer-
ciale, pentru completarea veniturilor.
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SPORTIVIITEAM ROMANI

LANSAREA NOULUI MODEL

SPORTIVII ROMANI CARE VOR URCA PE PODIUM LA JO PARIS 2024
VOR PRIMI MODELE HIBRID DIN GAMA ABIA LANSATA PE PIATA

Evenimentul de lansare a
noului mode| Toyota C-HR
a avut locin februarie, Tn
Bucuresti, sii-a avut invi-
tati pe Mihai Covaliu, pre-
sedintele Comitetului
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman,
campion olimpic, mondial
si european la sabie, ala-
turi de George Boroi, se-
cretar general COSR, care
au participat la eveniment
alaturi de campioni si me-
daliati olimpici, personali-
tati reprezentative ale
sportului romanesc.

Directorul general al
Toyota Romania, Edit Tar-
colea, le-a multumit
sportivilor olimpici pentru
performantele obtinute si

modul in care acestia sunt
sursa de inspiratie pentru
oameni. Canoistul Catalin
Chirila si echipa de polo a
Romaniei au fost prezenti
alaturi de campionii si
medaliatii olimpici Laura
Badea, Doina Melinte,
Anisoara Cusmir, Geta An-
druhache, Alina Dumitru,
Florin Popescu, Ana Maria
Branza, Violeta Beclea
Szekely.

Toyota Romania este
partener de mobilitate al
Comitetului Olimpic si
Sportiv Roman de 7 ani.
Performanta este una din-
tre valorile care definesc
acest parteneriat, con-
struit cu responsabilitate

&

pentru societate.
Totodata, Tn cadrul
aceluiasi eveniment, Toyo
ta si COSR si-au reafirmat
misiunea comuna de a
continua parteneriatul
strategic pentru mobilitate.
Parteneriatul Tncheiat intre
Toyota Romania si COSR
continua in acest an intr-
un context emblematic
pentru miscarea olimpica -
anul Jocurilor Olimpice.
Miscarea olimpica
reprezinta o sursa perma-
nentd de inspiratie pentru
Toyota, compania fiind
artenerul COSR de peste
ani, sustinand activ per-
formanta sportivilor
romani.

INVITATI LA
OYOTA C-HR

n
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CASA OLIMPICA A CIO, UN MODEL GLOBAL DE SUSTENABILITATE

"UTILIZEAZA MAI PUTIN, MAI BINE S| PENTRU MAI MULT TIMP” SUNT CUVINTELE DE ORDINE PE CARE LE PROMOVEAZA CIO

Performanta de sustenabili-
tate a Casei Olimpice, care este
si sediul Comitetului Interna-
tional Olimpic, i-a adus acesteia
recunoasterea supremd a cu-
noscutului program de con-
structie ecologica LEED, adica
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design. Certifi-
carea LEED Platinum v4.1 pen-
tru Operatiuni si Intretinere
vine ca o incununare a efor-
turilor necontenite de prioriti-
zare a eficientei resurselor, a
economiei circulare, a integrari

cat mai non-invazive Tn peisajul
local, dar si a sporirii confortului
pentru utilizatori.

De altfel, Casa Olimpica a de-
venit un simbol al sustenabili-
tatii inca de la inaugurarea ei, in
2019, cand a fost declarata una
dintre cele mai sustenabile
cladiri din lume, obtinand cel
mai ridicat scor la momentul
respectiv. ,Certificarea LEED
Platinum a Casei Olimpice din
Lausanne demonstreaza anga-
jamentul Comitetului Olimpic
International de a mentine cel

mai Tnalt nivel de performanta
a cladirilor ecologice”, a declarat
Peter Templeton, Presedinte si
CEO, US Green Building Council.
Toate masurile de “bune-prac-
tici” sustenabile au redus con-
sumul de energie al cladirii cu
jumatate pe metru patrat, au
scazut utilizarea apei potabile
per ocupant cu pana la 75% si
au dus la o reducere la juma-
tate a deseurilor de birou nere-
ciclabile.

Toate acestea au fost intdrite
de promovarea unui stil de

viata sanatos si active in randul

personalului, care a contribuit

inclusiv la reducerea emisiilor

de carbon, folosind, in pro-

Bor‘;ie de 60%, optiuni de mo-
ilitate durabila.

Certificarea primita nici ca se
potrivea mai bine ca moment,
avand in vedere ca, Tn mai putin
de 100 de zile, vor incepe la
Paris primele Jocuri Olimpice
aliniate Agendei Olimpice 2020,
la baza careia sta sloganul: “Uti-
lizeaza mai putin, mai bine si
pentru mai mult timp”.

ECHIPA OLIMPICA A REFUGIATILOR VA AVEA PROPRIA EMBLEMA LA PARIS

Sportivii cu statut de refugiat, 36 la
numadr, provenind din 11 tari, si care
vor concura la 12 discipline sportive,
vor participa la Jocurile Olimpice sub
propria emblemd. O inima se afld in
centrul ca un tot unitar care nu tine
cont de origini, de conflicte, de sexe
sau de orice fel de bariere sociale.
“Totul" acesta este sportull Cei 36 de
sportivi reprezinta un simbol ai celor
100 de milicane de refugiati pe care'li
reprezinta. , Veti face miliarde de oa-
meni din intreaga lume sd constientizeze

amploarea crizei refugictilor. Prin ur-
mare, ii incurajez pe totj, din intreaga
lume, sa ni se aldture pentru a va incu-
raja pe dumneavoastra - Echipa
Olimpicd a Refugiatilor CIO"; a spus
presedintele CIO, Thomas Bach, in
timpul ceremoniei in care a fost
anuntatd componenta echipei. In
acest sens, mobilizarea este in toi,
pentru cd organizatorii isi doresc ca
echipa sa se bucure de iubirea si de
sustinerea fanilor ca orice alta echipd
nationald. Asa ca au lansat o cam-

panie prin care “adund” fani din toata
lumea, printr-un scurtmetraj cu un
puternic impact emotional, care i are
in prim-plan, ca protagonisti, chiar pe
cel 36 de sportivi ai lumii, concurand
pe un stadion gol.

Echipa Olimpica a Refugiatilor a luat
nastere pentru a participa la editia
Jocurilor Olimpice de la Rio, din 2016,
iar de atunci ambitia CIO afost de a
creste In permanentd vizibilitatea ei,
dar sia mesajului puternic din
Spatele acestor sportivi.









(following from page 11)

D Flo," who bring the team spirit to
the spotlight at the Cortina Milano
2026 Games. Tina, the Olympic mas-
cot, is a creative girl, down-to-earth,
who lives in the city and enjoys ex-
periencing the atmosphere of shows
and concerts. She is amazed by the
power of beauty and its ability to
transform. Tina embodies the
phrase: "Dream big!" The Para-
lympic mascot, Milo, is a dreamer.
He loves to joke around and play in
the snow, and in his spare time, he
invents musical instruments. Noth-
ing can stop his resilient character.
Despite being born without a paw,
he learned to walk using his tail. The
phrase representing him is: "Obsta-
cles are trampolines." Tina and Milo
were designed by students from
Taverna, in the Calabria region,
while the snowdrops were created
by students from Segrate, in Lom-
bardy.

MASCOTS OF THE 2026 WINTER
OLYMPIC GAMES / "Gunda" means
snowball in georgian and is a cau-
casian lynx that lives in the moun-
tains of the Caucasus where the
Olympic junior competition will take
place. The lynx has a remarkable
ability to gracefully slide through
the snow, and its penetrating gaze
symbolizes the qualities on which
young Olympians rely: strength, de-
termination, and precision. The
competition, held under the aus-
pices of the EOC, will take place in
Georgia, between February 9-16,
2025, and is intended for athletes
aged 14-18 from all over Europe.
Georgia hosted a summer edition of
EYOF'in 2015 in Tbilisi. Florin Misca,
Deputy Secretary General of the
ROSC, is the President of the EOC
Coordination Commission for
Bakuriani 2025.

ATHLETES CHAMPIONS REWARDED
WITH MONEY / World Athletics (In-
ternational Association of Athletics
Federations) will become the first
international federation to award
cash prizes at the Olympic Games,
financially rewarding athletes who
win Olympic gold at the Paris 2024
Olympics. With total prizes worth
$2.4 million, the sum will be allo-
catec;l/‘rom the revenue shares that
World Athletics receives from the In-
ternational Olympic Committee
every four years. This amount will
be used to reward athletes who win
a gold medal in each of the 48 ath-
letics events at the Paris 2024
Olympics; each Olympic champion
will receive $50,000. This initiative
by World Athletics also includes a
firm commitment to extend cash
prizes to the winners of the three
medals at the Los Angeles 2028
Olympics. Each individual Olympic
champion will receive $50,000.
Relay teams will receive the same
amount, which will be divided »

continue on page 19

MASCOTELE JOCURILOR OLIMPICE DE IARNA DIN 2026

LANSAREA A AVUT LOC PE SCENA CUNOSCUTULUI FESTIVAL DE MUZICA DE LA SANREMO

Lansarea celor doua mas-

cote ale Jocurilor de iarna

Cortina Milano 2026 a

avut loc pe scena cunoscu-

tului Festival de Muzica
italiana de la Sanremo.
Doua hermeline, frati
gemeni, care se disting
prin hainele lor de culori
diferite, sunt mascotele

Jocurilor Olimpice de iarna
si, respectiv, Jocurile Para-
limpice de iarna din 2026.

Numele lor sunt diminu-
tivele celor doua orase

gazda: Tina pentru Cortina

si Milo pentru Milano.
Foarte asemanatoare,
fiecare mascota are insa

personalitate usor diferita.

Tina si Milo nu vor fi sin-

GUNDA, MASCOTA FOTE BAKURIANI 2025

"Gunda" inseamnd bulgdre de
zapada in georgiand si este un
ras caucazian, care trdieste in
muntii din Caucaz, unde vor
avea loc intrecerile competitiei
olimpice pentru juniori. Rasul
are o abilitate remarcabila de a
aluneca gratios prin zdpadd, iar
privirea lui patrunzdtoare sim-
bolizeaza calitdtile pe care se
bazeaza tinerii olimpici: putere,
determinare si precizie.

guriinincercarea lor de a
genera entuziasm pentru
Jocuri, ele vor fi insotite in
aceasta calatorie olimpica
de sase ghiocei, cunoscuti
sub numele de ,The Flo”,
care aduc spiritul de
echipa in lumina Jocurilor
de la Cortina Milano 2026.
Tina, mascota olimpica,
este o tipa creativa, cu pi-
cioarele pe pamant, care
locuieste in oras si i place
sa experimenteze atmo-
sfera de spectacol si de
concerte. Ea este atrasa
de puterea frumusetii si
de capacitatea ei de a se
transforma. Tina este Tn-
truchipata de fraza:
.Viseaza maret!”

Competitia, desfasurata sub
egida EOC, va avea loc in Geor-
gia, Intre 9-16 februarie 2025,
si este destinatd sportivilor cu
varsta intre 14-18 ani din toata
Europa.

Georgia a gazduitin 2015si o
editie de vara a FOTE, la Thilisi.
Florin Misca, secretarul general
adjunct al COSR, este presedin-
tele Comisiei de Coordonare
EOC Bakuriani 2025.

Mascota paralimpica
Milo este un visator. li
place sa faca glume si sa
se joace in zapada, iar in
timpul liber inventeaza
instrumente muzicale.

Nimic nu-i poate opri
caracterul rezistent. In
ciuda faptului ca s-a nas-
cut fara o labuta, ainva-
tat sa mearga
folosindu-si coada.
Propozitia care il repre-
zinta este: ,Obstacolele
sunt trambuline”.

Tina si Milo au fost
proiectate de studentii
din Taverna, din regiunea
Calabria, ghioceii au fost
creati de studentii din
Segrate, din Lombardia.
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ATLETII CAMPIONI, RECOMPENSATI CU BANI

WORLD ATHLETICS A DECIS CA TOTI MEDALIATII CU AUR LA PROBELE ATLETICE DESFASURATE
IN CADRUL JOCURILOR OLIMPICE DE LA PARIS SA PRIMEASCA FIECARE CATE 50.000 DE DOLARI

World Athletics (Federatia In-
ternationala de Atletism) va
deveni prima federatie inter-
nationala care va acorda pre-
mii Tn bani la Jocurile
Olimpice, recompensand fi-
nanciar sportivii care vor
castiga aurul olimpic la JO
Paris 2024.

Cu premii in valoare totala de
2,4 milioane de dolari, suma
va fi alocata din cota de veni-
turi pe care World Athletics o
primeste de la Comitetul Inte-
national Olimpic la fiecare
patru ani. Aceastd suma va fi
folosita pentru a recompensa
sportivii care castiga o
medalie de aur la fiecare din-
tre cele 48 de probe atletice
din cadrul JO Paris 2024,
fiecare campion olimpic va

SATUL OLIMPIC PARIS 2024, PREDAT... LA CHEIE

Cheia Satului Olimpic a fost pre-
datd la finalul lunii februarie lui Tony
Estanguet, presedintele Comitetului
de Organizare a Jocurilor Olimpice
Paris 2024! Momentul a fost marcat
de prezenta presedintelui Frantei,
Emmanuel Macron.

Durata constructiei a durat 4 ani.
Satul Olimpic are o suprafata de
330.000 mp, cat 70 de terenuri de
fotbal, la el au lucrat 41 de arhitecti
si3.700 de muncitori.

In Satul Olimpic vor locui 10.500
de sportivi. Au fost construite 40 de

primi 50.000 USD.

Aceasta initiativa a World Ath-
letics include, de asemenea,
un angajament ferm de a ex-
tinde premiul in bani pentru
castigatorii celor trei medalii
la Jocurile Olimpice Los Ange-
les 2028.

Fiecare campion olimpic indi-
vidual va primi 50.000 USD.
Echipele de stafeta vor primi
aceeasi suma, care va fiTm-
partita intre componenti. For-
matul si structura bonusurilor
olimpice LA28 vor fi anuntate
in urmatorul ciclu olimpic.
JIntroducerea premiilor in
bani pentru medaliatii
olimpici cu aur este un mo-
ment esential pentru
atletismul mondial si pentru
sport in general, subliniind

cladiri, in care se afla 14.250 de pa-
turi. De asemenea, au fost plantati
9.000 de copaci si au fost create

6 hectare de spatii verzi. In total, lu-
crarile au costat doud miliarde de
euro. Deschiderea oficiala a Satului
Olimpic va avea loc pe 18 iulie, cu 0
sdptamana inainte de startul
Jocurilor Olimpice, pe 26 idlie.
Dupd terminarea Jocurilor, cladirile

din Satul Olimpic vor fi transformate
n spatii de locuit. Acestea vor gdzdui

2.800 de locuinte pentru 6.000 de
persoane.

angajamentul nostru de a re-
compensa sportivii recunos-
candu-le rolul esential pe care
acestia il joaca in succesul
oricarei editii a Jocurilor Olim-
pice. Desi este imposibil sa
punem o valoare comerciala
pentru castigarea unei
medalii olimpice sau pentru
efortul si concentrarea nece-
sare pentru a reprezenta tara
la Jocurile Olimpice, cred ca
este important sa ihcepem de
undeva si sa ne asiguram ca
unele dintre veniturile gene-
rate de catre sportivii nostri
de la Jocurile Olimpice sunt
returnate direct celor care fac
din Jocuri spectacolul global
de care ne bucuram”, a sub-
liniat Sebastian Coe, presedin-
tele forului atletic mondial.

FELIX DUCHAMPT,
IN TOP 60 MONDIAL

Triatlonistul roman Felix
Duchampt de origine francezd, s-a
clasat al doilea la Americas
Triathlon Cup lquique, din Chile,
continuand seria succeselor
obtinute pentru Romania. "Aceste
rezultate prezinta o reusita pentru
intreaga comunitate de triatlonisti
din Romania si un obiectiv pentru
generatiile viitoare de sportivi", a
scris pagina oficiala de Facebook a
forului roman de specialitate, dupa
concurs.

In concursul din America de Sud,
unde sportivii au Inotat 1.500 m, au
parcurs 40 km pe bicicletd si au aler-
gat 98 km Duchampt a fost devan-
sgt doar de brazilianul Kaue Willy.

In varstd de 34 de ani, Felix-Pierre
Duchampt a devenit cetatean
roman pe 9 martie 2020 si a con-
curat pentru Romania la Jocurile
Olimpice de la Tokyo, unde s-a
clasat pe locul 36.

In clasamentul Mondial al forului
international de triatlon, la jumd-
tatea lunii mai 2024, Duchampt
ocupa locul 59, iar in cel European
era pe pozitia 33.

OBD 110 COSR,
VERNISAJ LA PARIS 2024

Romania la 110 ani de Olimpism
a fost tema abordatd anul acesta
de participantii la cea de a V-a editie
a Olimpiadei de Benzi Desenate -
OBD 2024, concurs care se des-
fasoard sub egida Comitetului
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman si a
Academiei Olimpice Romane, sub
patronajul Comisiei Nationale a
Romaniei pentru UNESCO.

Concursul din acest an a fost de-
osebit deoarce s-a desfasurat in
anul Jocurilor Olimpice, programate
in capitala Franteila 100 de anide la
precedenta editie, gazduitd tot de
capitala Frantei. Concurentii au dat
frau liber imaginatiel pentru a crea,
prin intermediul benzilor desenate,
punti de legdtura intre istorie, sport,
olimpism, culturd, performanta. O
expozitie cu lucrarile castigatoare va
fi vernisatd la Paris in perioada
Jocurilor Olimpice 2024.
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D among team members. The format
and structure of the LA28 Olympic
bonuses will be announced in the
next Olympic cycle. "The introduc-
tion of cash prizes for Olympic gold
medalists is a crucial moment for
world athletics and for sports in
general, underlining our commit-
ment to rewarding athletes by rec-
ognizing their essential role in the
success of any edition of the
Olympic Games. While it is impossi-
ble to put a commercial value on
winning an Olympic medal or on the
effort and focus required to repre-
sent the country at the Olympic
Games, | believe it is important to
start somewhere and ensure that
some of the revenues generated by
our athletes at the Olympic Games
are returned directly to those who
make the Games the global specta-
cle we enjoy," emphasized Sebast-
ian Coe, President of the world
athletics forum.

HYDROELECTRICA, ALONGSIDE
ROSC / The Olympic Movement in
Romania has a new partner sup-
porting Team Romania at the Paris
2024 Olympics. Hidroelectrica SA,
the Hydroelectric Power Generation
Company, became a partner of the
Romanian Olympic and Sports Com-
mittee (ROSC) in March 2024 to sup-
port the Romanian Olympic Team
during preparation, qualification,
and participation in the Paris 2024
Olympics. Mihai Covaliu, President
%OSC and Karoly Borbely, Presi-

ent of the Directorate of Hidroelec-
trica, signed the sponsorship
contract, which extends over a pe-
riod of 10 months. The moment was
marked by the presentation of the
Team Romania jersey to the new
partner. European table tennis
champion Bernadette Szocs pre-
sented the Olympic Team jersey to
Mr. Borbely. Hidroelectrica SA's sup-
port will be dedicated to achievin
the performance goals assumed by
athletes and the Olympic Technical
Committee for Perfgrmance Sports
at the Paris 2024 Olympics. "The
support provided by Hidroelectrica
SA to the Olympic Family, ROSC,
brings us one step closer to the
podium. The openness of our new
partner brings extra motivation for
both athletes and coaches who
work for Olympic success!" stated
Mihai Covaliu, President of the Ro-
manian Olympic and Sports Com-
mittee. "Through this collaboration,
Hidroelectrica - the most valuable
company, and ROSC - the most pres-
tigious organization representirsz
performance sports, have joine
hands and aim to support athletes
and, through the example they set
publicly, provide Romanians with in-
spiration and energy for a healthy
and active lifestyle,” said Karoly Bor-
bely, CEO of Hidroelectrica.

LOZUL TEAM ROMANIA

LOTERIA ROMANA A LANSAT NOUA EMISIE CU CASTIGURI TOTALE
DE TREI MILIOANE DE LEI, IN VEDEREA SUSTINERII ECHIPEI OLIMPICE

Lozul se va comercializa pana
la finalul Jocurilor Olimpice
Paris 2024, dand posibilitatea
suporterilor sa participe la
sustinerea echipei olimpice a
Romaniei.

Cele 332.527 de castiguriin
valoare totala de 3.000.000 de
lei puse in joc de Loteria
Romana ii asteapta pe cei care
vor sa-siincerce sansa, cu
numai 5 lei, in toate agentiile
loto pentru a se alatura celor
care i sprijind pe sportivii care
reprezinta Romania la cea mai
importanta competitie a Pla-
netei.

Premiul cap de afis estein
valoare de 100.000 de lei, iar
celelalte castiguri sunt in va-
loare de 5 lei, 10 lei, 20 de lei,
50 de lei, 500 de lei, 5.000 de
lei si 10.000 de lei.

Seria are 1.000.000 de lozuri,
iar 30% din valoarea lozurilor
vandute se va aloca Comitetu-
lui Olimpic si Sportiv Roman
pentru sustinerea Echipei
Olimpice. Comitetul Olimpic si

Sportiv Roman a ales sa puna
la dispozitie pentru crearea
designului lozului unul dintre
elementele de proprietate in-
telectuala asupra caruia detine
drepturi exclusive, respectiv
emblema Team Romania.

Delegatia Romaniei pentru
Jocurile Olimpice de la Paris
2024 cuprinde la acest mo-
ment un total de 85 de
sportivi calificati la urma-
toarele discipline: atletism,
box, canotaj, canoe, inot, gim-
nastica artistica, gimnastica
ritmica, tenis de masa, polo,
lupte, scrima, yachting.

Loteria Romana este una
dintre institutiile cu traditie ale
societatii romanesti, fiind infi-
intata n anul 1906 si are drept
scop crearea fondurilor nece-
sare finantarii obiectivelor de
interes public national. Sportul
romanesc atat de masa cat si
de performanta a beneficiat
de-a lungul timpului de spri-
jinul financiar al Loteriei
Romane.

EUROPENELE DE _
MOUNTAIN BIKE, iN
PREMIERA iIN ROMANIA

Ploaie transformata in lapo-
vitd, noroi, frig, ceatal Pe scurt,
conditii grele pentru ciclistii care
au participat la editia din acest
an a Campionatelor Europene
de mountain bike, competitie
desfdsuratd sub egida Uniunii
Europene de Ciclism (UEC), or-
ganizatd in premierd in Roma-
nia, in perimetrul Complexului
Sportiv Cheile Gradistei din
judetul Brasov.

lgnorand vremea, mai de-
grabd de toamnd tarzie decat
de primavard, 331 de cidlisti,
din 31 de tari, au luat startul in
probele Cross-Country Olympic
(XCO), Cross-Country Short Cir-
cuit (XCQ) - la Elite, U23 si ju-
niori, atat la masculin, cat sila
feminin, Mixed Elite Cross-
Country Team Relay (XCR).
Sustinuti de pe traseu de peste
50 de voluntari si multime de
suporteri inarmati cu umbrele,
pelerine de ploaie si cizme de
caudiuc, competitorii au oferit
un spectacol de inalta clasa.
Cea mai asteptatd a fost proba
XCO masculing, unde a partici-
pat si Vlad Dascdlu, campion
european enttitre. Ciclistul
roman s-a adaptat mai greu
conditiilor teribile de concurs, si
n-a reusit sa-si apere titlul,
incheind pe locul 14. Cursa insd
a fost de poveste. Imediat dupa
start, danezul Simon An-
dreassen a atacat si s-a des-
prins de pluton, dar a avut o
pand chiar in momentul in care
italianul Simone Avondetto
venea tare din urmd. An-
dreassen a revenit bine dupa
pand, dar nu l-a mai putut
ajunge de Avondetto, care s-a
instalat in frunte si a trecut
primul linia de sosire. Danezul a
terminat al doilea, iar germanul
Julian Schelb a fost al treilea
clasat. Din Romania, dupd Viad
Dascalu (locul 14), au incheiat
cursa Ede Molnar (locul 38) si
Roberto Burta (locul 39).
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NIMIC NU SE PIERDE, TOTUL SE TRANSFORMA!

SUSTENABILITATEA ESTE CUVANTUL DE ORDINE LA JOCURILE OLIMPICE DE LA PARIS 2024

Parisul vrea sa ramana in is-
torie din nou! Dupa ce in 1900
a gazduit prima editie a
Jocurilor Olimpice la care au
participat si femei, acum, nu
doar ca a reusit, din nou pen-
tru prima datd, sa ajunga la
egalitatea de femei si barbati a
atletilor participanti, civa
marca o alta premiera aliniata
trendului european, si anume
reducerea amprentei de car-
bon. De altfel, Acordul privind
Schimbarile Climatice a fost
adoptat chiar la Paris, Tn 2015.
Inca din faza de candidatura,
francezii si-au luat angajamen-
tul ca vor Tnjumatati amprenta
de carbon fata de preceden-
tele editii ale Jocurilor
Olimpice, prin solutii inova-
toare Tn ceea ce priveste ener-
gia - cu care parizienii se
mandresc ca va fi 100% regen-
erabila, alimentatia, locatiile,
transportul, dar si serviciile
di%itale. In plus, resursele
folosite au fost gandite dupa
alte trei principii ale economiei
circulare: reducerea, inchiri-
erea si reutilizarea. Nu mai

utin de 95% dintre locatiile

olosite la Jocurile Olimpice
sunt preexistente sau tempo-
rare, in timp ce restul de 5% au
fost ridicate prin metode cu
emisii scazute de carbon. Mai
mult decat atat, si 90% din re-
cuzita folosita pe durata eveni-
mentului va fi reutilizata

ulterior, pe principiul: nimic nu
se pierde, totul se transforma!
Asa cum si Aquatics Centre va
deservi comunitatea decenii
dupa incheierea competitiei,
Tntr-un mod sustenabil, ener-
gia fiind furnizata de 4.680 de
metri patrati de panouri am-
plasate pe acoperisul cladirii.
In plus, toate locurile sunt rea-
lizate din deseuri locale de
plastic reciclate, iar lemnul
folosit la constructie are rolul
de a reduce emisiile de car-
bon.

SATUL OLIMPIC, CARTIER
REZIDENTIAL SI DE BUSINESS

Dovada ca Jocurile Olimpice
de la Paris sunt transforma-
toare pentru societate sta si
Satul Olimpic, ce va deveni ul-
terior un cartier de business,
dar si rezidential. Pe un sfert
din aceasta zona rezidentiala
vor fi locuinte publice, iar o
alta treime va fi destinata stu-
dentilor si celor cu venituri
mici, care vor putea inchiria _
locuinte la preturi accesibile. In
plus, prin zona de agrement si
recreere se doreste intinerirea
populatiei din Saint-Denis, dar
si crearea de noi locuri de
muncd, acum rata somajului
fiind de peste 20%. Tot comu-
nitatea locala se va bucurain
timp si de Centrul Acvatic, care
va oferi facilitati de inot, alpi-

nism, fitness si nu numai. Se
vede clar ca francezii au gandit
pe termen lung cand au pus
pe hartie strate%ia pentru or-
ganizarea Jocurilor Olimpice,
iar beneficiile pentru societate
au fost constant in atentia lor,
avand in vedere ca decizia de
a oferi acest centru publicului
larg a avut la baza o statistica
ngrijoratoare pentru ei, si
anume ca unul din doi copii de
11 ani nu stie sa Tnoate. Tot la
capitolul regenerare intra si in-
vestitiile masive in curatarea
accelerata a raului Sena. Chiar
daca actiunea in forta de eco-
logizare are ca scop primirea
oaspetilor intr-un ambient cat
mai placut, pe viitor, reme-
dierea poluarii va fi un mare
serviciu de care se vor bucura

arizienii, zi de zi, sau turistii,
In vacante.

PARIS PUNE STOP
RISIPEI ALIMENTARE!

La Paris, pana si mancarea
va fi sustenabila. Nu mai putin
de 120 de fermieri, produca-
tori locali sau nutritionisti, ala-
turi de 200 de sportivi, au pus
umarul pentru a stabili strate-
gia pentru cele 13 milioane de
mese sustenabile, estimate a fi
pregatite pe durata Jocurilor
Olimpice. Pe langa evitarea
risipei de mancare sau a
retetelor special gandite, se

doreste si evitarea aruncarii
ambalajelor, In special a plas-
ticului. Organizatorii vor pune
la dispozitie 700 de dozatoare
de unde oamenii vor fi incura-
jati sa isi umple propriile reci-
piente.

INTRE COMPETITII, CIRCULAM
PE DOUA ROTI

In ceea ce priveste trans-
portul, arenele sportive au
fost gandite in asa fel incat
oamenii sa se poate deplasa
cu bicicletele, distantele nefi-
ind mai lungi de 10 kilometri
pentru 80% dintre arenele
competitionale. Pentru asta,
400 de kilometri noi de piste

entru biciclete vor fi disponi-

ile pana la inceperea
Jocurilor Olimpice. Pe langa
asta, transportul public va fi
suplimentat cu inca 15% fata
de orarul de vara, oricum mai
fncarcat. In schimb, pentru
sportivii si oficialii acreditati,
care trebuie sa se deplaseze
cu masina, vor fi puse la dis-
Eozi',cie autovehicule electrice,

ybrid sau pe baza de hidro-
gen

Asadar, Parisul are planuri
mari pentru Jocurile Olimpice.
Planuri nu doar sustenabile, ci
si menite sa dainuie in istorie
generatii Intregi. La Paris
2024, nimic nu se pierde!
Totul se transforma!
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BUCURESTI, GAZDA CELEI DE-A 53-A
SESIUNI A ADUNARII GENERALE EOC

PALATUL PARLAMENTULUI, CLADIREA RIDICATA'PE LQCULTN CARE IOLANDA BALAS A REALIZAT 9 DIN CELE 14 RECORDURI MONDIALE
LA SARITURA IN INALTIME, VA FI LOCUL DESFASURARII LUCRARILOR ADUNARII GENERALE A COMITETULUI OLIMPIC EUROPEAN

Anul trecut, in ultima zi a
Adunarii Generale a Asociatiei
Comitetelor Olimpice Europene
(EOC), desfasurata la Istanbul,
s-a hotdrat ca a 53-a Sesiune a
Adunarii Generale EOC sa se
desfasoare, intre 6-7 iunie 2024,
la Bucuresti.

Decizia a venit in urma prezen-
tarii intentiei Comitetului Olimpic
si Sportiv Roman de a oferi su-
portul pentru organizarea urma-
toarei sesiuni, iar presedintele
EOC, Spyros Capralo, a anuntat
cu bucurie ca Bucuresti va fi
orasul care va reuni Miscarea
Olimpica Europeand cu mai
putin de doud luni inaintea
Jocurilor Olimpice de la Paris. Si
iatd-ne astdzi, la inceput de iunie,
la Bucuresti.

BUCURESTI TO HOST THE 53RD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION
OF THE EOC / Last year, on the
last day of the General Assembly of
the European Olympic Committees
(EOC) held in Istanbul, it was de-
cided that the 53rd General Assem-
bly Session of the EOC would take

place on June 6-7, 2024 in
Bucharest

The decision came following the
presentation of the Romanian
Olympic and Sports Committee's
intention to support the organiza-
tion of the next session, and EOC
President .‘S'ipyros Capralos Joyfully
announced that Bucharest would
be the city to bring together the Eu-
ropean Olympic Movement less
than two months before the
Olympic Games in Paris. And here
we are today, at the beginning of
June, in Buc arest.

Mihai Covaliu,
Presedintele COSR:

%9

A 53-a Adunare Generald o
Comitetelor Olimpice Europene
este o ocazie unicd pentru Mis-
carea Olimpica din Roménia de a
primi la Bucuresti, intre 5-7 iunie
2024, reprezentantii celor 50 de
Comitete Nationale Olimpice si,
nu in ultimul rénd, pe presedin-
tele Comitetului International
Olimpic, Thomas Bach, si pe Spy-
ros Capralos, presedintele
Comitetelor Olimpice Europene.
Misiunea noastra comund este de
a educa tinerii prin sport intr-un
spirit de mai bund intelegere, pri-
etenie si respect pentru mediu,
contribuind astfel la construirea
unei lumi mai bune si mai
pasnice. Sportul este alternativa
pe care o propunem pentru a
combate conflictele dintre nati-
uni, pentru a promova paced. Sub
umbrela Comitetului Inters
national Olimpic si a programelor
de dezvoltare ale Solidaritatii
Olimpice, fiecare Ccmitet
National Olimpic cohtribuie la
schimbaregin'bine a societdatilor

in care activeaza. Miscarea
Olimpica din Romd@nia este un
factor activ in societatea noastra
si promoveaza valorile olimpice
prin campionii sdi, oferind tinerei
generatii modele demne de
urmat si un stil de viatd s@ndtos.
Sunt onorat cd Roménia, o nati-
une pentru care olimpismul e o
stare de spirit si care si-a transmis
din generatie in generatie valorile
olimpice, poate organiza a 53-a
Adunare Generald a EOC. In nu-
mele celor care au servit si
servesc Miscarea Olimpicd, al
marilor personalitdti ale sportului
olimpic romdnesc, de la Ivan la
Nadia, de la Lia Manoliu la Elisa-
beta Lipa, de la Laura Badea la
Octavian Belu, sunt méndru ca
putem primi la Bucuresti elita

Bun venit, in Roméania!
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Bucuresti, orasul plin de istorie si
de legende, metropola
romaneasca cu aproape 2 mil-
ioane de locuitori, numita inca din
perioada interbelica "Micul Paris"
si vizitata anual de sute de mii de
turisti din intreaga lume, este
gata sa primeasca Europa
Olimpica.

Tn aceastd vard, timp de dous
zile, pe 6 si 7 iunie, cel mai de
seama reprezentanti ai Miscarii
Olimpice din Europa se vor reuni
pentru dezbateri la Palatul Parla-
mentului si Hotelul Marriott, doua
dintre locurile emblematice din
capitala Romaniei.

O CLADIRE N CARTEA
RECORDURILOR, CU O ISTORIE
CONTROVERSATA

Palatul Parlamentului, impozanta
cladire construitd in epoca comu-
nista, cand era denumita Casa
Poporului, se regdseste in Cartea
Recordurilor (World Academy
Records) la capitolul "Cladiri admi-
nistrative” drept cea de-a doua cea
mai mare cladire din lume, dupa
Pentagon, si pe locul al treilea ca
volum. Clddirea monumentald, cu
Cea mai mare greutate din lume,
care atrage anual mii de turisti, are
0 poveste controversata, sacrificiile
si utilitatea sa fiind puse In balantd
siin zilele noastre.

Pentru construirea sa pe Dealul
Arsenalului, considerata cea mai
sigura zona seismica din Bucuresti,
au fost daramate sau mutate mon-
umente istorice, locatii de cult, cla-
diri vechi, vile cochete, iar povestile
demoldrii sau salvarii acestora sus-
dita si astdzi interesul vizitatorilor.
Una dintre cele mai interesante is-
torii este a salvarii Bisericii Schitu
Maicilor, care isi deschidea portile
pentru credinciosi din secolul XVI],
In locul unde astazi se afla aripa
sud-estica a Palatului Parlamentu-
|ui. Lacasul a supravietuit gratie
imaginatiei inginerului roman Eu-
geniu lordachescuy, care, inspirat de
modulin care un ospatar trans-
porta pe tava un numadr de pahare
pline cu bduturi, sile transporta
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fdrd sa verse nicio picatura,. a reusit
sa ridice intregul schit pe o platfo-
ma cu roti si sa-l translate pe o dis-
tanta de 245 m.

In schimb, Stadionul Republiciia
fost distrus. Era locul in care craini-
cul stadionului a repetat de nenu-
marate ori o replica devenitd
celebra: "Liniste! Sare lolanda
Balas!" A fost stadionul pe care
fosta uriasa atletd a stabilit 9 dintre
cele 14 recorduri mondiale la sari-
tura inindltime, Intre anii 1956 si
1961. Tot aidi, Henk Visser, In 1956,
a stabilit un nou record european
la sdritura in lungime, iar in 1957,
Bob Gutowski a realizat un record
mondial la sdritura cu prdjina.
Totodatd, nationala de fotbal a
Romaniei a jucat 42 de meciuri pe
acest stadion ramas in istorie.

Potrivit opiniei cunoscutului arhi-
tect Camil Roguski, suprimarea
Stadionului Republicii nu a fost i
niciun caz necesara, decizia Iui
Ceausescu venind ca urmare a
unor sugestii. Demolarea sta-
dionului putea fi evitatd. In primele
planuri, acesta a fost mentinut,
deoarece ar fi fost un stadion pe
care poporul trebuia sd vind pen-
tru manifestatiile organizate, pen-
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tru a demonstra atasamentul fata
de Ceausescu. Dar arhitecta Anca
Petrescu s-a opus sia dorit caln
locul stadionului sa se constru-
iasca un fel de garaj.

AZi, prin una dintre partile de fier
dinspre strada lzvor a Palatului Par-
lamentului, se pot observa portiuni
importante din peretele original al
fostului stadion.

Dintre cele 1.100 de incaperi con-
struite, numai 400 au fost finalizate
si date in folosintg, iar pentru fin-
isaje si constructie au fost folosite
materiale in cea mai mare parte
romanesti - marmurd de Ruschita,
lambriuri din esente de stejar, fag
sau cires, candelabre cu cristale de
Medias, covoare si draperii lucrate
pe comanda la Cisnadie si
Sighisoara.

Din anul 1993, in Palat isi desfd-
soara activitatea Camera Depu-
tatilor, din1994 a fost deschis
Centrul International de Conferinte,
iar din anul 2004 dddirea a devenit
si sediul Senatului Romaniei. In
prezent, Palatul Parlamentului gaz-
duieste Consiliul Legislativ, Curtea
Constitutionald, Muzeul Parlamen-
tului, Muzeul de Arta Contempo-
rana si alte numeroase sedii.



CEL MAI LUNG SIR DE FANTANI
COREGRAFICE DIN LUME

Tntre cele doua razboaie mondi-
ale, arhitectura eleganta si atmo-
sfera urband i-au adus Capitalei
Romaniei supranumele de ,Micul
Paris”. Pentru ca acesta sa nu
ramana doar in cartile de istorie, in
prezent, cladirile vechi sunt reno-
vate una cate una, iar Bucurestiul
isi recapatd aerul boem de alta-
data.

Spitalul Coltea, Ateneul Roman,
Calea Victoriei, Palatul de Justitie,
Palatul CEC, Banca Nationald, Bise-
rica Stavropoleos, Centrul Vechi,
Pasajul Macca-Villacross sunt doar
cateva dintre cladirile emblematice
din"Micul Paris”.

Gura de oxigen pentru bu-
curesteni vine din marile parcuri
Herastrau, Floreasca, Titan, Carol |,
Tineretului, Muzeul Satului, iar Fan-
tanile Urbane din Piata Unirii, de-
clarate de World Record Academy
drept "cel mailung sir de fantani
coregrafice sincronizate din lume",
sunt o adevdrata bucurie vizuald
pentru vizitatori, 0 oaza de racoare
n serile fierbinti de vara.

Petrecerile "pand la ziud" din Cen-
trul Vechi al Capitalei sunt
faimoase, iar in atmosfera vesela
de pe terasele, restaurantele si
cluburile de aici se leagd prietenii
Tntre vizitatori din toate colturile
umii.

Mihai Covaliu:

The 53rd General Assembly of the Eu-
ropean Olympic Committees is a
unique opportunity for the Romanian
Olympic Movement to welcome in
Bucharest, between 5-7 June 2024, the
representatives of the 50 National
Olympic Committees and, last but not
least, the president of the International
Olympic Committee, Thomas Bach and
Spyros Capralos, president of the Euro-
pean Olympic Commiittees.

Our common mission is to educate
young people through sport in a spirit
of better understanding, friendship and
respect for the environment, thus con-
tributing to building a better and more
peaceful world. Sport is the alternative
we propose to combat conflicts be-
tween nations, to promote peace.
Under the umbrella of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee and the de-
velopment programs of Olympic
Solidarity, each National Olympic Com-
mittee contributes to the change for
the better in the societies in which they
operate. The Romanian Olympic Move-
ment is an active factor in our society
and promotes Olympic values through
its champions, offering the young gen-
eration worthy role models and a
healthy lifestyle.

I am honored that Romania, a nation
for which Olympism is a state of mind
and which has transmitted its Olympic
values from generation to generation,
can organize the 53rd General Assem-
bly of the EOC. On behalf of those who
served and serve the Olympic Move-
ment, the great personalities of Ro-
manian Olympic sport, from Ivan to
Nadia, from Lia Manoliu to Elisabeta
Lipa, from Laura Badea to Octavian
Belu, | am proud that we can welcome
to Bucharest the elites of the European
Olympic Movement and I0C President
Thomas Bach. We are grateful for be-
longing to the Olympic world and re-
sponsible for its unity.

Welcome to Bucharest! Welcome to
Romania!

EOC GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOSTED BY
LITTLE PARIS / Bucharest, the city full of
history and legends, the Romanian me-
tropolis with almost 2 million inhabi-
tants, visited annually by hundreds of
thousands of tourists from all over the
world, was designated in October 2023
as the host of the 53rd Session of the
General Assembly of the European
Olympic Committees Association (EOC).
This summer, for two days, on June 6
and 7, the most prominent representa-
tives of the Olympic Movement in Eu-
rope will gather for debates at the
Palace of Parliament and the Marriott
Hotel, two of the emblematic places in
the capital of Romania.

THE PALACE OF PARLIAMENT, A
BUILDING IN THE BOOK OF RECORDS
WITH A CONTROVERSIAL HISTORY / The

Palace of Parliament, the imposing
building built in the communist era
when it was called the People's House,
is found in the Book of Records (World
Academy Records) in the chapter "Ad-
ministrative Buildings" as the second
largest building in the world, after the
Pentagon, and on the third in volume.
The monumental building, the heaviest
in the world, which attracts thousands
of tourists every year, has a controver-
sial story, its sacrifices and usefulness
are still in the balance today.

For its construction on Arsenal Hill, con-
sidered the safest seismic zone in
Bucharest, historical monuments,
places of worship, old buildings, ele-
gant villas were demolished or moved,
and the stories of their demolition or
rescue arouse the interest of visitors
even today. One of the most interesting
stories is the rescue of the Church of
the Holy Mothers, which opened its
doors to the faithful from the 17th cen-
tury in the place where today the ethi-
cal south wing of the Parliament
Palace is located. The place survived
thanks to the imagination of the Ro-
manian engineer Eugeniu lorddchescu
who, inspired by the way a waiter car-
ries a number of glasses full of drinks
on a tray and carries them without
spilling a single drop. managed to lift
the entire hermitage on a wheeled
platform and transport it a distance of
245m.

The Republic’s Stadion, the place
where the former athlete lolanda Balas
set 9 of the 14 world records in the high
Jjump, between 1956 and 1961, and the
Romanian national football team
played 42 matches, was partially de-
stroyed, currently being a parking lot.
Through the transparent gate from
Izvor street of the Palace of the Parlia-
ment, important portions of the origi-
nal wall of the former stadium can still
be seen today.

Of the 1,100 rooms built, only 400
were completed and put into use, and
mostly Romanian materials were used
for finishing and construction -
Ruschita marble, oak, beech or cherry
paneling, crystal chandeliers from Me-
dias, carpets and curtains made to
order in Cisnddie and Sighisoara.

Since 1993, the Chamber of Deputies
has been operating in the Palace, since
1994 the International Conference Cen-
ter was opened, and since 2004 the
building has also become the seat of
the Romanian Senate. Currently, the
Palace of Parliament houses the Leg-
islative Council, the Constitutional
Court, the Parliament Museum, the
Museum of Contemporary Art and
many.

LITTLE PARIS COMES BACK TO LIFE /
Between the two world wars, the ele-
gant architecture and urban atmos-
phere earned the Romanian capital the
nickname of "Little Paris". So that it
does not remain only in the history »

continue on page 27
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PROGRAMUL ADUNARII GENERALE A EOC

5 IUNIE 2024
JW Marriott Bucharest Grand
Hotel / Sala Constanta

09:00 - Sedinta Comitetului
Executiv EOC (1)

14:30 - Sedinta Comitetului
Executiv EOC (1)

19:30 - Receptie Oficiala / Sala
Grand Ballroom, etaj 1

6 IUNIE 2024
Palatul Parlamentului

09:00 - Deschiderea celei de a
53-a Adunari Generale EOC
Cuvant de deschidere

Mihai Covaliu, presedinte COSR

Cuvant de deschidere
Spyros Capralos, presedinte
EOC

Cuvant de deschidere
Autoritati Locale

09:30 - 13:00 Lucrarile celei de

a 53-a Adundri Generale EOC,
Prezentdri, Rapoarte, Premii

14:30 - 15:45 Sesiunea de
dupd-amiaza a celei de a 53-a
Adunari Generale EOQC, Jocurile
Olimpice Paris 2024, Milano
Cortina 2026

16:15 - 17:30 Sesiunea de
dupd-amiaza a celei de a 53-a
Adundri Generale EOC, Agenda
2030, Comisii EOC, Relatia UE,
Medical&Antidoping, AG EOC
2025 la Frankfurt, Germania

7 IUNIE 2024
Palatul Parlamentului

09:00 - 11:00 Sesiunea zilei a
2-a a Adunadrii Generale EOC
Cuvant de deschidere Thomas
Bach, presedinte CIO

Premii EOC Order of Merit,
Olympic Laurel
Jocurile Europene Istanbul
2027

Raport FOTE iarnd si vara,
Bakuriani 2025 - Florin Misca,
presedintele Comisiei de Coor-
donare
11:30 - 12:30 Rapoarte de pro-
gres pentru Fote vara 2025
Skopje, Jocurile Statelor Mici ale
Europei Andorra 2025, Comisii
EOC- rapoarte (Marketing-
Mihai Covaliu, Egalitate de gen
si Incluziune- Annamarie
Phelps, Drept - Marc Theisen,
Sustenabilitate si Societate Ac-
tivd- Berit Kjoll.
14:30 - 16:00 Sesiune de dupa-
amiaza, ziua a doua a Adunarii
Generale - Inteligenta Artificiala
- Victoria Cabezas
16:00 - Inchiderea sesiunii a
53-a a Adundrii Generale EOC.

EOC GENERAL ANSAMBLY'S SCHEDULE

JUNE5, 2024
JW Marriott Bucharest Grand
Hotel / Sala Constanta

09:00 - Meeting of the EOC Ex-
ecutive Committee (1)

14:30 - Meeting of the EOC Exec-
utive Committee (I1)

19:30 - Official Reception /
Grand Ballroom, 1st floor

JUNE 6, 2024
Parliament House

09:00 - Opening of the 53rd
EOC General Assembly

/ Opening speech by Mihai Cov-
aliu, president of COSR

/ Opening speech Spyros Capra-
los, President of the EOC

/ Opening speach of the Local
authorities

09:30 - 13:00 Proceedings of the
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53rd EOC General Assembly,
Presentations, Reports, Awards

14:30 - 15:45 Afternoon Session
of the 53rd EOC General Assem-
bly, Olympic Games Paris 2024,
Milan Cortina 2026

16:15 - 17:30 Afternoon Session
of the 53rd EOC General Assem-
bly, Agenda 2030, EOC Commis-
sions, EU Reality,
Medical&Antidoping, AG EOC
2025 in Frankfurt, Germany

JUNE 7, 2024
Parliament House

09:00 - 11:00 Day 2 Session of
the EOC General Assembly

Opening remarks by Thomas
Bach, I0C President

Awards EOC Order of Merit,
Olympic Laurel

European Games Istanbul
2027

Winter and summer FOTE re-
port, Bakuriani 2025 - Florin
Misca, president of the Coordi-
nation Commission

11:30 - 12:30 Progress reports
for Fote summer 2025 Skopje,
Games of Small States of Europe
Andorra 2025, EOC Commis-
sions- reports (Marketing- Mihai
Covaliu, Gender Equality and In-
clusion- Annamarie Phelps, Law
- Marc Theisen, Sustainability
and Active Society - Berit Kjoll.

14:30 - 16:00 Afternoon session
on the second day of the Gen-
eral Assembly - Artificial Intelli-
gence - Victoria Cabezas

16:00 - Closing of the sessions
of the 53rd EOC General Assem-
bly

Mihai Covaliu
ROSC's President:

"A 53-a Adunare Generald a
Comitetelor Olimpice Europene este
0 ocazie unicd pentru Miscarea
Olimpica din Rom@nia de primi la Bu-
curesti, intre 5-7 iunie 2024,
reprezentantii celor 50 de Comitete
Nationale Olimpice si, nu in ultimul
rénd, pe presedintele Comitetului In-
ternational Olimpic, Thomas Bach si
pe Spyros Capralos, presedintele
Comitetelor Olimpice Europene.
Misiunea noastrd comund este de a
educa tinerii prin sport intr-un spirit
de mai bund intelegere, prietenie si
respect pentru mediu, contribuind
astfel la construirea unei lumi mai
bune si mai pasnice. Sportul este al-
ternativa pe care o propunem pentru
a combate conflictele dintre natiuni,
pentru a promova pacea. Sub um-
brela Comitetului International
Olimpic si a programelor de dez-
voltare ale Solidaritdtii Olimpice,
fiecare Comitet National Olimpic
contribuie la schimbarea in bine a
societatilor in care activeaza. Mis-
carea Olimpica din Romania este un
factor activ in societatea noastra si
promoveaza valorile olimpice prin
campionii sdi, oferind tinerei gener-
atii modele demne de urmat si un stil
de viatd sanditos.

Sunt onorat cd Romania, o natiune
pentru care olimpismul e o stare de
spirit si care si-a transmis din gener-
atie in generatie valorile olimpice,
poate organiza a 53-a Adunare Gen-
erald a EOC. In numele celor care au
servit si servesc Miscarea Olimpicd, a
marilor personalitdti ale sportului
olimpic roménesc, de la Ivan, la
Nadia, de la Lia Manoliu la Elisabeta
Lipd, de la Laura Badea la Octavian
Belu, sunt méndru cd putem primi la
Bucuresti elitele Miscarii Olimpice Eu-
ropene si pe presedintele CIO,
Thomas Bach.

Suntem recunoscatori pentru
aparteneta la lumea olimpica si re-
sponsabili pentru unitatea ei.

Bun venit, la Bucuresti! Bun
venit, in Romania!"



(following from page 25)

D books, currently the old buildings are
renovated one by one, and Bucharest
regains its bohemian air of another
time.

The Coltea Hospital, the Romanian
Athenaeum, Calea Victoriei, the Palace
of Justice, the CEC Palace, the National
Bank, the Stavropoleos Church, the Old
Center, the Macca-Villacross Passage
are just some of the emblematic build-
ings in "Little Paris".

The mouth of oxygen for the citizens of
Bucharest comes from the great parks
Herastrau, Floreasca, Titan, Carol I,
Tineretului, the Village Museum, and
the Urban Fountains in Piata Unirii, de-
clared by the World Record Academy
as "the longest row of synchronized
choreographic fountains in the world",
are a real visual delight for visitors, an
oasis of coolness on hot summer
evenings.

The parties "until dawn" in the Old Cen-
ter of the Capital are famous, and in
the cheerful atmosphere on the ter-
races, restaurants and clubs here,
friendships are made between visitors
from all corners of the world.

THE LEADERS OF THE IOC AND EOC
ALONGSIDE THE TRICOLORS IN HIS-
TORIC MOMENTS OF THE OLYMPIC
MOVEMENT IN ROMANIA / In the last
30 years, the Olympic Movement in Ro-
mania has been strongly supported by
representatives of the International
Olympic Committee (I0C) and the Asso-
ciation of European Olympic Commit-
tees (EOC), the leaders of the IOC and
EOC being with the Romanians in his-
toric moments:

@ In 1981, Juan Antonio Samaranch,
the president of the International
Olympic Committee, considered a re-
former of the modern Olympic Games,
was in Romania to honor with his pres-
ence the University Games organized in
Bucharest.

@ In October 1994, Juan Antonio Sama-
ranch visited Romania to participate in
the 80th ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF THE ROMANIAN
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE. At the ceremony
organized at the Romanian University,
Samaranch was awarded the honorary
title "Doctor Honoris Causa" by the Na-
tional Academy of Physical Education
and Sport (ANEFS) Bucharest.

@ Ayear later, in 1998, Samaranch re-
turned to Romania to attend the fu-
neral of Alexandru Siperco, the longest
serving member of the I0C for Roma-
nia so far.

@ /n 2004, when the Sydney 2000
Olympic Complex from lzvorani was
only a bold project launched by lon
Tiriac, the then president of Romanian
Olympism, and the Olympic House did
not even exist on paper, Mario Pes-
cante, the president of the EOC and
Patrick Hickey, general secretary of the
EOC at that time, they were with the tri-
colors at the ANNIVERSARY OF THE

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF OLYMPICS IN
ROMANIA.

@ Four years later, in 2008, Jacques
Rogge, the president of the I0C, en-
Joyed together with the Romanians the
inauguration of the Sydney 2000
Olympic Complex in lzvorani. Together
with lon Tiriac, the initiator of the proj-
ect, Octavian Morariu, the president of
the Romanian Olympic and Sports
Committee, the president of Romania
Traian Basescu, Rogge cut the tricolor
ribbon of the new sports base built es-
pecially for the high-level training of
athletes from the Romanian Olympic
teams.

@ In 2010, at the invitation of President
Morariu, Jacques Rogge returned to Ro-
mania. He received the title of Doctor
Honoris Causa from the University of
Oradea, after which he discussed with
Traian Basescu, the President of Roma-
nia, the situation of Romanian sports,
the Olympic Movement and the organi-
zation in Romania of the winter edition
of the European Youth Olympic Festival
(EYOF) in 2013. From the Cotroceni
Palace, Jacques Rogge stopped at the
Olympic House, unfinished at that
time.

@ Ayear later, in 2011, Jacques Rogge
and Patrick Hickey, who in the mean-
time became the president of the EOC,
responded to the invitation of the pres-
ident of ROSC and participated in the
inauguration of the Olympic House, the
modern headquarters of ROSC in
Bucharest.

@ In 2013, Jacques Rogge, again to-
gether with Patrick Hickey, participated
in the Xl winter edlition of EYOF Brasov
2013, the first Olympic competition
hosted by Romania. Both Jacques
Rogge and Patrick Hickey had nothing
but words of praise for the way the
competitions were conducted, stating
that Romania had raised the organiza-
tional bar to a level never seen before.
@ In 2014, Thomas Bach, newly elected
president of the I0C, stepped on Ro-
manian soll for the first time, together
with Patrick Hickey, at the CELEBRA-
TION OF 100 YEARS OF OLYMPICS IN
ROMANIA. During the anniversary Gala
that took place at the Romanian
Athenaeum in the presence of the most
illustrious names of Romanian sports,
Thomas Bach was honored with the
Olympic Collar, the highest distinction
conferred by ROSC, and Patrick Hickey
received the plaque from ROSC. At the
official dinner, Thomas Bach and the
ROSC president cut the first slice of the
huge anniversary cake, a symbolic ges-
ture of friendship, close collaboration
and mutual support between the |0C
and ROSC. see page 29
ISTANBUL TO HOST THE EUROPEAN
GAMES IN 2027 / During the 53rd EOC
General Assembly, the host for the up-
coming edition of the European Games
was presented for approval. The Execu-
tive Committee (ComEx) of the Euro-

pean Olympic Committees (EOC) unan-
imously decided, during the meeting on
March 20, that Istanbul will host the
4th edition of the European Games in
2027.

The decision, closely scrutinized, fol-
lowed a detailed assessment report
presented by EOC Sport Director Peter
Briill to ComEx. This report was based
on a candidacy assessment visit con-
ducted by a delegation of EOC experts
to Istanbul in March. The experts evalu-
ated various aspects of the city's capa-
bilities to host the Games, including
venues, transportation, security, ac-
commodations, and facilities for ath-
letes.

EOC President Spyros Capralos ex-
pressed his satisfaction with Istanbul's
bid approval, stating, "The EOC is
thrilled to have endorsed Istanbul’s bid
to host the 2027 European Games. This
is fantastic news for both European
athletes and the city of Istanbul. Istan-
bul and Turkey have a longstanding re-
lationship with international sports,
integrating sports into everyday life for
the benefit of their citizens. We are con-
fident that Istanbul will be the ideal lo-
cation for Europe’s finest athletes to
showcase their talents in 2027."

Expanding upon the achievements of
Krakéw-Malopolska 2023, the EOC and
the Istanbul team have jointly agreed
to enhance the significance of a larger
portion of the competitions as qualify-
ing events for the LA 2028 Olympic
Games. Additionally, Turkish officials
have expressed their intent to incorpo-
rate gymnastics and swimming into
the program of the European Games,
which will also double as the U23 Euro-
pean Championships. Istanbul's host-
ing of these events aligns with Turkey's
broader strategy to vie for the Olympic
and Paralympic Games in 2036.

In fact, Spyros Capralos, President of
the EOC, aiming to establish the Euro-
pean Games as a steadfast event with
widespread appeal and enhanced
global credibility, has emphasized the
imperative of broader participation
across all disciplines. To this end,
groundwork has already been laid: the
European Games are poised to become
an essential precursor for any Euro-
pean city aspiring to host an edition of
the Olympic Games.

The decision of the Executive Commit-
tee will be presented to the General As-
sembly of the EOC in Bucharest in June
for final approval, along with the sign-
ing of contracts delineating the obliga-
tions of each party involved. B

see page 28
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ISTANBUL, GAZDA VIITOARELOR
JOCURI EUROPENE DIN 2027

La a 53-a Adunare Generala EOC
va fi prezentata spre aprobare
gazda viitoarei editii a Jocurilor
Europene. Comitetul Executiv
(ComEx) al Comitetelor Olimpice
Europene (EOC) a hotarat la se-
dinta din 20 martie, in unanimi-
tate, ca cea de-a 4-a editiea
Jocurilor Europene, din 2027, sa
se desfasoare la Istanbul.

Decizia, atent analizata, a fost
luatd dupa ce directorul EOC
Sport, Peter Brul, a prezentat un
raport detaliat de evaluare cdtre
ComEx. Raportul urmeaza unei
vizite de evaluare a candidaturii, in
luna martie, de catre o delegatie
de experti EOC la Istanbul. Expertii
EOC au analizat toate aspectele
capacitatilor orasului de a gazdui
Jocurile, inclusiv locatii, transport,
securitate, cazare si fadilitdti pentru
SPOrtivi.

Presedintele EOC, Spyros Capra-
los: "EOC este incantat cd a apro-
bat candidatura Istanbulului
pentru a gozdui Jocurile Europene
2027. Este o veste grozava atat
pentru sportivii europeni, cit si
pentru oras. Istanbulul si Turcia
sunt de mult prieteni buni ai
sportului international, Istanbulul
impletind sportul in tesdtura vietii
de zi cu zi in beneficiul cetdtenilor
sdi. Stim cd va fi locul perfect pen-
tru cei mai buni sportivi din Europa
sd straluceascd in 2027.”

Pe baza succesului Krakéw-Mal-
opolska 2023, EOC si echipa de la

Istanbul au hotdrat sa se asigure
Cd o proportie simai mare de
competitii servesc drept eveni-
mente de calificare pentru Jocurile
Olimpice LA 2028. De altfel, oficialii
turd au anuntat intentia de a avea
in programul Jocurilor Europene
gimnastica si natatia, care vor
conta si drept Campionate Eu-
ropene U23. Gazduirea de catre
Istanbul a acestei competitii face
parte dintr-un plan mai mdret al
Turciei, acela de a fi gazda Jocurilor
Olimpice si Paralimpice in 2036.
De fapt, Spyros Capralos, presedin-
tele EOC, din dorinta de a face din
Jocurile Europene un eveniment
stabil, cu o largd audientd, pentru
sporirea credibilitatii pe plan mon-
dial, a aratat ca este nevoie de o
participare mai mare la toate disci-
plinele. Pentru a realiza acest lucru,
drumul a fost deja trasat: Jocurile
Europene ar trebui sd devind un
pas necesar pe care un oras euro-
pean al trebui sa-1 facd inainte de a
candida la organizarea unei editii a
Jocurilor Olimpice.

Capitala Turciei este cunoscutd
pentru implicarea sa in organi-
zarea intrecerilor sportive de nivel
mondial incd de la gladiatorii lui Im-
paratului Constantin. In prezent,
fard nicio urmd de indoiald, cel mai
iubit este fotbalul, orasul avand 3
mari cluburi de fotbal de nivel in-
ternational, toate trei vechi de o
suta de ani, cu fani extrem de de-
votati. Besiktas, Fenerbahce si
Galatasaray au toate stadioane im-

presionante si milioane de supor-
teri din toatd Turcia, iar derby-urile
dintre aceste echipe sunt foarte
importante din punct de vedere
cultural.

Dar, pe langd fotbal, Istanbulul
gdzduieste an de an competitii
sportive europene sau mondiale
de genul Final Four, World Cup sau
chiar Formula 1. In plus, doua
evenimente sportive foarte spe-
ciale au locin Istanbul anual: Cursa
de not cross-continental si Mara-
tonul de la Istanbul (Eurasia). Acest
oras trdieste si respird cu diferite
tipuri de sporturi, si fiecare locuitor
din Istanbul este pasionat de cel
putin unul dintre ele.

De fapt, orasul Istanbul are o
multime de sdli de sport si centre
sportive pentru oricine, nu doar
pentru sportul de performantd, iar
cultura pentru sport este bine dez-
voltatd, centrele de fitness, salile,
bazinele si parcurile find pline de
oameni care aleargd, inioatd, joaca
diferite jocuri pentru a se mentine
sanatosi si in formd fizica buna.

Planul locatiilor de la Istanbul pen-
tru Jocurile Europene din 2027 nu
ar prevede nicio constructie supli-
mentara in afara locatiilor deja con-
struite sau deja planificate pentru
oras.

Decizia Comitetului Executiv vafi
prezentata Adundrii Generale a EOC
de la Bucuresti, diniunie, pentru
aprobarea finald si pentru semna-
rea contractelor privind obligatiile
fiecaruia dintre pdrtile implicate.

THE JANEZ KOCIJANCIC AWARD / The
European Olympic Committees (EOC)
created the Janez Kocijancic Award,
in honor of the former EOC President,
who passed away on 1 June 2020,
just three years after being elected
EOC President and after a distin-
guished career as a sports leader
within Olympic Movement.

Janez Kocijancic was President of
the Olympic Committee of Slovenia
for 23 years, between 1991 and 2014,
and was posthumously awarded the
EOC Order of Merit in September
2022 in recognition of his outstand-
ing contribution to the success of Eu-
ropean sport and the promotion of
the values of Olympism .

During the EOC General Assembly
on 6 October 2023, President Spyros
Capralos revealed details of the prize
to be awarded to the best female
and male athletes of the European
Games.

President Capralos said: “During his
lifetime, he made a huge contribu-
tion to the success of the EOC as well
as the Slovenian Olympic Committee
during a distinguished career. The
Janez Kocijanci¢ Award is a fitting
way to remember him and will be
presented to the best male and fe-
male athletes at the upcoming Euro-
pean Games. He will be chosen by
the EOC Athletes Commission."

The first prize will be awarded in
Bucharest at the General Assembly of
the EOC and will reward the athletes
of the European Games Krakow -
Malopolska 2023.

see page 31
PIOTR NUROWSKI AWARD - 9TH EDI-
TION / The EOC Piotr Nurowski
Award is given to the best young Eu-
ropean athlete and was created in
2011 in memory of Piotr Nurowski,
who by his example encouraged
young athletes to pursue a career in
top sport, as well as inspiring future
generations to adopt a healthy
lifestyle based on Olympic values and
principles. Since 2016, two Awards
are given each year: for Summer
Sports and for Winter Sports.
The winner is voted by the participat-
ing National Olympic Committees at
the EOC General Assembly and Semi-
nar, there are 5 nominees, the win-
ner receives the Trophy and a
training scholarship. The other nomi-
nees - 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th places -
also receive a Trophy and a scholar-
ship.
David Popovici won the Trophy at the
2021 edition, Larisa lordache was
2nd at the 2012 edition.



Tn ultimii 30 de ani, Miscarea
Olimpica din Romania a fost pu-
ternic sustinuta de reprezentantii
Comitetului International Olimpic
(ClO) si ai Asociatiei Comitetelor
Olimpice Europene (EOC), con-
ducatorii CIO si EOC fiind alaturi
de romani in momente istorice.

@®1n 1981, Juan Antonio Sama-
ranch, presedintele Comitetului In-
ternational Olimpic, considerat un
reformator al Jocurilor Olimpice
moderne, a fost in Romania pen-
tru a onora cu prezenta Jocurile
Universitare organizate la Bu-
curesti.

@ in octombrie 1994, Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch a vizitat Romania
pentru a participa la ANIVER-
SAREA A 80 DE ANI DE LA INFI-
INTAREA COMITETULUI OLIMPIC
ROMAN. La ceremonia organizata
la Ateneul Roman, lui Samaranch i
s-a acordat titlul onorific "Doctor
Honoris Causa" de Academia
Nationala de Educatie Fizica si
Sport (ANEFS) Bucuresti.

® Un an mai tarziy, in 1998,
Samaranch a revenit in Romania
pentru a participa la funeraliile ui
Alexandru Siperco, cel mai
longeviv membru al ClO pentru
Romania de pand acum.

@ In 2004, cand Complexul
Olimpic Sydney 2000 de la Izvo-
rani era doar un proiect indraznet
lansat de lon Tiriac, presedintele
de la acea vreme al Olimpismului
Romanesc, iar Casa Olimpicd nu
exista nici macar pe hartie, Mario
Pescante, presedintele EOG, si
Patrick Hickey, secretar general al
EOC la acea data, au fost alaturi de
tricolori la ANIVERSAREA A 90 DE
ANI DE OLIMPISM IN ROMANIA.

@ Patru ani mai taziu, in 2008,
Jacques Rogge, presedintele CIO,
s-a bucurat impreund cu romanii
de inaugurarea Complexului
Olimpic Sydney 2000 de la Izvo-
rani. Aldturi de lon Tiriac, initiatorul
proiectului, Octavian Morariu,
presedintele Comitetului Olimpic
si Sportiv Roman, presedintele
Romaniei Traian Basescu, Rogge a
tdiat panglica tricolora a noii baze
sportive, construita in special pen-
tru pregdtirea la nivel inalt a
sportivilor din loturile olimpice ale
Romaniei.

SEFII CIO SI EOC NE-AU FOST ALATURI IN MOMENTE
ISTORICE ALE MISCARII OLIMPICE DIN ROMANIA

@1n 2010, la invitatia presedintelui
Morariu, Jacques Rogge a revenit
in Romania. A primit titlul de Doc-
tor Honoris Causa al Universitatii
Oradea, dupa care a discutat cu
Traian Basescu, presedintele
Romaniei, despre situatia sportului
romanesc, a Miscarii Olimpice si
organizarea in Romania a editiei
de iarnd a Festivalului Olimpic al
Tineretului Europen (FOTE), din
2013. De la Palatul Cotroceni,
Jacques Rogge s-a oprit la Casa
Olimpicd, nefinalizata la acel mo-
ment.

® Un an maitarziu, in 2011,
Jacques Rogge si Patrick Hickey,
devenit intre timp presedintele
EOC, au raspuns invitatiei presed-
intelui COSR si au participat la in-
augurarea Casei Olimpice,
modernul sediu al COSR din Bu-
curesti.

ein 2013, Jacques Rogge, din nou
impreuna cu Patrick Hickey, au
participat la cea de-a Xl-a editie de
iarna a FOTE Brasov 2013, prima
competitie olimpica gazduitd de
Romania. Atat Jacques Rogge, cat
si Patrick Hickey nu au avut decat
cuvinte de laudd pentru modulin
care s-au desfasurat intrecerile,
declarand ca Romania a ridicat
stacheta organizatorica la un nivel
nemaiintalnit pana la acel mo-
ment.

@ in 2014, Thomas Bach,
proaspat ales in functia de presed-
inte al CIO, a pasit pentru prima
datd pe pamant romanesc, alaturi
de Patrick Hickey, la CELEBRAREA
A 100 DE ANI DE OLIMPISM N
ROMANIA. Tn cadrul Galei aniver-
sare, care a avut loc la Ateneul
Roman, In prezenta celor mai ilus-
tre nume ale sportului romanesc,
Thomas Bach a fost onorat cu
Colanul Olimpic, cea maiinalta dis-
tinctie conferita de COSR, iar
Patrick Hickey a primit placheta
omagiald din partea COSR. La
dineul oficial, Thomas Bach si
presedintele COSR au tdiat prima
felie din uriasul tort aniversar, un
gest simbolic de prietenie, stransa
colaborare si sustinere reciproca
intre CIO si COSR. 1
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(continued from page 25)

D OLYMPIC LAUREL / The Olympic Laurel
Award recognizes exceptional contribu-
tions to the advancement and growth
of sports. It is presented during the EOC
General Assembly and can be con-
ferred upon individuals or organiza-
tions. Eligible recipients include those
who have made significant contribu-
tions to sports promotion within their
country, demonstrated outstanding
achievements in the realm of sports,
facilitated cooperation between Euro-
pean National Olympic Committees,
and played pivotal roles in enhancing
sports participation and development
across all levels.

In 2015, loan Dobrescu, the Secretary
General of ROSC, was honored with
this prestigious distinction.

ORDER OF MERIT / The EOC Distinction
of Merit stands as the highest honor
bestowed by the European Olympic
Commiittees, recognizing exceptional
contributions to the Olympic Move-
ment. Established in 1995, this distinc-
tion involves the presentation of a
decoration to be personally worn by
the recipient. Only individuals are eligi-
ble for this honor.

Recipients of the EOC Distinction of
Merit are individuals who have signifi-
cantly advanced the dissemination of
Olympic ideals in Europe in accordance
with the I0C Olympic Charter, pro-
moted cooperation among European
National Olympic Committees, or
demonstrated outstanding merit in the
world of sports. Additionally, individu-
als who have exemplified the Olympic
ideal through their actions or have pro-
vided exceptional service to the
Olympic cause may also be admitted.
Notable recipients of this award in-
clude I0C Presidents such as Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch (2001), Jacques Rogge
(2004), Thomas Bach (2014), and Prince
Albert of Monaco (2005).

The 30th edition of the Distinction of
Merit Award will be presented during
the 53rd EOC General Assembly.

HISTORY:

29" Edition, 2023 - (POL) Mr. Andrzej
KRASNICKI, Honorary President

28t" Edition, 2022 - (SWE) Ms. Gunilla
LINDBERG, ANOC Secretary General
27" Edition, 2021 - (CYP) Kikis
Lazarides, EOC Treasurer

26th Edition, 2020 - (SLO) Janez Kocijan-
cic, EOC President

25" Edition, 2019 - (SVK) Frantisek
CHMELAR, Former Member of the EOC
Executive Committee

24 Edition, 2018 - (RUS) Mr. Alexander
KOZLOVSKY, Former Member of EOC
Executive Committee

23 Edition, 2017 - (CRO) Mr. Zlatko
Matesa, President of the NOC of Croatia
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22 Edition, 2016 - Did not take place
215 Edition, 2015 - (AZE) HE Mehriban
ALIYEVA, First Lady of Azerbaijan

20" Edition, 2014 - (GER) Thomas BACH,
10C President

19% Edition, 2013 - (ISL) Olafur RAFNS-
SON, President of NOC of Iceland

187 Edlition, 2012 - (GBR) Lord Sebast-
ian COE, Chairman London Games
2012

17" Edition, 2011 - (RUS) Vitaly
SMIRNOV, I0C Member

16™ Edition, 2010 - (POL) Piotr
NUROWSKI, President of NOC of
Poland

15t Edition, 2009 - (GER) Walther
TROEGER, IOC Member

14 Edition, 2008 - (FRA) Henri SERAN-
DOUR, IOC Member, President NOC of
France

13% Edition, 2007 - (MEX) Mario
VAZQUEZ RANA, ANOC President, Mem-
ber of the I0C Executive Board

12t Edition, 2006 - (ITA) Mario PES-
CANTE, Member of the I0C Executive
Board, EOC Honorary President for life
119 Edition, 2005 - (MON) HSH Prince
Albert Il de Monaco, IOC Member

107 Edition, 2004 - (BEL) Jacques
ROGGE, I0C President

9" Edition, 2003 - (TUR) Sinan ERDEM,
10C Member, President of NOC of
Turkey

8" Edition, 2002 - (CZE) Vera
CASLAVSKA, NOC of Czech Republic

7% Edition, 2001 - (ESP) Juan Antonio
SAMARANCH, I0C Honorary President
for life

6™ Edition, 2000 - (POL) Aleksander
KWASNIEWSKI, President of the Repub-
lic of Poland (BRA) Joao HAVELANGE,
10C Member, Honorary President of
FIFA

5% Edition, 1999 - (SWE) Gunnar ERICS-
SON, 10C Honorary Member

4th Edition, 1998 - (SEN) H.E. the Judge
Keba MBAYE, I0C Vice President

3" Edition, 1997 - (SUI) Raymond
GAFNER, I0C Honorary Member (SUI)
Marc HODLER, Member of the I0C Ex-
ecutive Board

2 Edition, 1996 - (ESP) Anselmo LOPEZ,
Honour Director, I0C Olympic Solidar-

ity

1% Edition, 1995 - (FRA) Claude COL-
LARD, President Mediterranean Games
International Committee (ESP) Raoul
MOLLET Honour President of COIB



DISTINCTIILE ACORDATE DE EOC IN CADRUL ADUNARII GENERALE

La Bucuresti, EOC va acorda patru
distinctii importante, dupa cum
urmeaza:

PREMIUL JANEZ KOCIJANCIC

Comitetele Olimpice Europene
(EOQ) au creat Premiul Janez Koci-
jancic, in onoarea fostului prese-
dinte al EOC, care s-a stins din
viatd la 1 iunie 2020, la doar trei ani
dupa ce a fost ales presedinte
EOC si dupa o cariera remarcabild
ca lider sportivin cadrul Miscarii
Olimpice.

Janez Kocijanci¢ a fost presedinte
al Comitetului Olimpic din Slovenia
timp de 23 de ani, intre 1991 si
2014, sia primit postum Ordinul
de Merit al EOC'in septembrie
2022, ca semn de recunoastere
pentru contributia sa remarcabild
n succesul sportului european si
promovarea valorilor olimpismului.
In timpul Adundrii Generale a EOC
din 6 octombrie 2023, presedin-
tele Spyros Capralos a dezvdluit
detalii despre premiul care va fi
acordat celor mai buni sportivi de
sex feminin si masculin ai Jocurilor
Europene. R
Presedintele Capralos a spus: ,In
timpul vietii sale, el a adus o con-
tributie uriasd la succesul EOG, cat
si la Comitetul Olimpic Sloven de-a
lungul unei cariere distinse. Premiul
Janez Kocijanci¢ este o modalitate
potrivitd de a- aminti si va fi oferit
celor mai buni atleti, masculin si
feminin, la viitoarele Jocuri Eu-
ropene. Acesta va fi ales de Comisia
Sportivilor EOC.”

Primul premiu va fi acordat la Bu-
curestila Adunarea Generala a
EOC, siva recompensa sportivii de
la Jocurile Europene Cracovia -
Malopolska 2023.

PREMIUL PIOTR NUROWSKI
EDITIAA9-A

Premiul EOC Piotr Nurowski se
acorda pentru cel mai bun tandr
sportiv european si a fost creatn

2011, Tn memoria lui Piotr
Nurowski, care, prin exemplul sau,
aincurajat tinerii sportivi sa
urmeze o carierd in sportul de top,
precum si sa inspire generatiile vi-
itoare sa adopte un stil de viata
sandtos, bazat pe valorile si prin-
cipiile olimpice. Din 2016, se
acorda doud Premii in fiecare an:
pentru Sporturi de vara si pentru
Sporturi de iarnd.

Castigatorul este votat de cdtre
Comitetele Nationale Olimpice
participante la Adunarea Generala
si Seminarul EOC, sunt 5 nomina-
lizati, castigdtorul primeste Trofeul
si o bursa de pregdtire. Ceilalti
nominalizati - locurile 2,3, 4 si 5 -
primesc, de asemenea, un Trofeu
siobursd.

David Popovici a castigat Trofeul la
editia din 2021, Larisa lordache a
fost pe locul 2 la editia din 2012.

ORDIN DE MERIT

Ordinul de Merit al EOC este cea
mainalta recunoastere a
Comitetelor Olimpice Europene si
este acordat pentru contributiile
deosehit de distinse la Miscarea
Olimpica. Ordinul de Merit EOC a
fost creat in 1995, implicand acor-
darea unei decoratii care sd fie
purtata personal de cdtre desti-
natar. Doar persoanele fizice pot fi
beneficiari. Poate fi admisd in Or-
dinul de Merit EOC orice persoand
care a contribuit prin actiunile sale
in: difuzarea in Europa a idealurilor
olimpice conform Cartei Olimpice
a ClO, promovarea cooperdrii din-
tre Comitetele Nationale Olimpice
europene si, in general, orice per-
soana care a ilustrat idealul olimpic
prin actiunile sale, a dobandit
merite remarcabile in lumea
sportului sau care a oferit servicii
deosebite cauzei olimpice.

Printre cei care au primit acest Pre-
miu se numara Presedintii CIO:
Juan Antonio Samaranch (2001),
Jacques Rogge (2004), Thomas
Bach (2014) sau Printul Albert de
Monaco (2005).

La a 53-a Adunare Generald a EOC
va avea loc a 30-a editie a Premiu-
lui Order of Merit.

Detinatorii distinctiei
Ordin de Merit:

EDITIA A XXIX-A 2023 - (POL) DI
Andrzej KRASNICKI, Presedinte de
Onoare

EDITIA A XXVIII-A 2022- (SWE) Dna
Gunilla LINDBERG, Secretar Gene-
ral ANOC

EDITIA A XXVII-A 2021 - (CYP) Kikis
Lazarides, trezorier EOC

EDITIA A XXVI-A, 2020 - (SLO) Janez
Kocijancic, presedinte EOC

EDITIA A XXV-A, 2019 - (SVK) Fran-
tisek CHMELAR, fost membru al
Comitetului Executiv EOC

EDITIA A XXIV-A, 2018 - (RUS) DI.
Alexander KOZLOVSKY, Fost mem-
bru al Comitetului Executiv EOC
EDITIA A XXIlI-A, 2017 - (CRO) DI
Zlatko Matesa, Presedintele NOC
al Croatiei

EDITIA A XXII-A, 2016 - Nu a avut
loc

EDITIA AXXI-A, 2015 - (AZE)
Mehriban ALIYEVA, Prima Doamna
a Azerbaidjanului

EDITIA AXX-A, 2014 - (GER)
Thomas BACH, Presedinte CIO
EDITIA A XIX-A, 2013 - (ISL) Olafur

RAFNSSON, Presedintele NOC al
Islandei

EDITIA AXVIII-A, 2012 - (GBR) Lord
Sebastian COE, Presedinte London
Games 2012

EDITIA AXVII-A, 2011 - (RUS) Vitaly
SMIRNOV, Membru CIO

EDITIA AXVI-A, 2010 - (POL) Piotr
NUROWSKI, Presedintele NOC al
Poloniei

EDITIA A XV-A, 2009 - (GER)
Walther TROEGER, Membru CIO
EDITIA A XIV-A, 2008 - (FRA) Henri
SERANDOUR, Membru CIO,
Presedintele CON al Frantei
EDITIAAXIII-A, 2007 - (MEX) Mario
VAZQUEZ RANA, Presedinte ANOC,
Membru al Comitetului Executiv al
clo

EDITIA A XII-A, 2006 - (ITA) Mario
PESCANTE, Membru al Comitetului
Executiv al CIO, Presedinte de

Onoare al EOC pe viata
EDITIA A XI-A, 2005 - (LUI) SAS
Printul Albert al Il-lea de Monaco,
Membru CIO
EDITIA AX-A, 2004 - (BEL) Jacques
ROGGE, Presedintele CIO
EDITIA AIX-A, 2003 - (TUR) Sinan
ERDEM, Membru CIO, Presedintele
CON al Turciei
EDITIA A VIII-A, 2002 - (CZE) Vera
CASLAVSKA, CON al Republicii
Cehe
EDITIA A VII-A, 2001 - (ESP) Juan
Antonio SAMARANCH, Presedinte
de Onoare al ClO pe viata
EDITIA AVI-A, 2000 - (POL) Alek-
sander KWASNIEWSKI, Presedin-
tele Republicii Polone

(BRA) Joao HAVELANGE, membru
CIO, Presedinte de Onoare al FIFA
EDITIA A V-A, 1999 - (SWE) Gunnar
ERICSSON, Membru de Onoare al
clo
EDITIAAIV-A, 1998 - (SEN) S.E.
judecatorul Keba MBAVYE, vice-
presedintele CIO
EDITIA AllI-A, 1997 - (SUI) Ray-
mond GAFNER, Membru de
Onoare al CIO

(SUI) Marc HODLER, Membru al
Comitetului Executiv al CIO
EDITIA A lI-A, 1996 - (ESP) Anselmo
LOPEZ, Director de Onoare, Soli-
daritatea Olimpica CIO
EDITIA1, 1995 - (FRA) Claude COL-
LARD, Presedinte Comitetul Inter-
national al Jocurilor
Mediteraneene

(ESP) Raoul MOLLET
Presedinte de Onoare al COIB

LAURII OLIMPICI

Premiul Laurii Olimpici se
acordd drept recunoastere a
rolurilor deosebite Tn pro-
movarea si dezvoltarea sportu-
lui si este acordat cu ocazia
Adunarii Generale a EOC. Be-
neficiarii pot fi persoane sau
organizatii. Poate fi admisd
orice persoand sau organizatie
care a prestat servicii de-
osebite in favoarea promovarii
sportuluiin tara lor, a obtinut
un merit remarcabil in lumea
sportului, au contribuit la pro-
movarea cooperarii dintre
Comitetele Nationale Olimpice
europene si, in general, orice
persoand sau organizatie care
a jucat un rol important in Tm-
bunatdtirea participarii si dez-
voltarii sportului la toate
nivelurile.

In 2015, Secretarul General al
COSR, loan Dobrescu, a primit
aceasta distinctie. ®
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bronze.



NOTHING COMPARES TO THE FEELING
OF BELONGING TO THE OLYMPIC
FAMILY / During the meeting held at
the Museum of Sport in the Olympic
House, important figures from the
world of ﬁorts expressed their attach-
ment to the values of Olympism,
through which the entire world can be-
come better.

Mihai Covaliu, President of the Roman-
ian Olympic and Sports Committee,
highlighted the importance of every
athlete and official of the Olympic
Team who contributed to Olympic suc-
cess.

"We, the ones leading the Olympic
Movement today, have taken on the
mission of strengthening the organiza-
tion's position in society, and we are at-
tentive to eve?/thlng that makes
people feel valued. Our power lies in
the joy of the athletes and is fueled by
the passion of those who keep the
flame of performance burning. We
measure respect for the past by what
we offer to juniors and young people
re resenting Team Romania in

Olympic competitions. Being in front of
Yyou gives me the opportunity to ex-
press my respect, consideration, and
gratitude to this organization and its
people, athletes, champions, medalists,
coaches, officials, from all generations,
from 1914 until today. | am also one of
those who have experienced Olympic
success as an athlete, champion,
coach, and official. I'm telling you from
my heart that nothing compares to the
Jfeeling of belonging to the Olympic
Family. A family where success is the
result of education, tradition, and mu-
tual respect. The position of the Ro-
manian Olympic and Sports
Committee in the International
Olympic Movement is unanimously
recognized and appreciated and is the
merit of all those who have been and
are of this organization who have

lcate their lives to an ideal. We are
proud of the 309 Olympic medals, but
behind them are millions of hearts that
have vibrated with emotion and pas-
sion at every victory. Romanian
Olympians have enriched the global
sports heritage and have created na-
tional ldentl or our country. Now,
the future 0]9/ the National Olympic
Movement depends on the actions of
each of us. We have this duty to gener-
ate trust and to help ﬁ/ougig athletes
succeed in fulfilling their dreams. Let's
be realistic, let's assess our value and
potential correctly in the global con-
text. Only then will we have continuity
in performance. This summer, in Paris,
where 100 years ago Romania won its
first Olympic medal, the Olympic
Games begin. | wish success to all those
who will compete for Team Romania in
the competition in France. The flame o
passion is our strength, wholeheartedly
for Team Romania!" declared Mihai Co-
valiu.

Elisabeta Lipa, President of the Na-
tional Sports Agency, participant in 6
editions of the Games and winner of 8
medals, including 5 gold, evoked suc-
cess through belonging to the Olympic
world and the legacy of the spirit of a »

continue on page 34

NIMIC NU SE COMPARA CU SENTIMENTUL
APARTENENTEI LA MAREA FAMILIE OLIMPICA!

in cadrul reuniunii care a avut loc
la Muzeul Sportului din Casa
Olimpica importante personali-
tati din lumea sportului si-au ex-
primat atasamentul fata de
valorile olimpismului, prin care in-
treaga lume poate deveni mai
buna.

Presedintele Comitetului Olimpic
si Sportiv Roman, MIHAI COVALIU,
arelevat importanta fiecarui
sportiv si oficial al Echipei Olimpice
care a contribuit la succesul
olimpic.

"Noj, cei care azi conducem Mis-
carea Olimpicd, ne-am asumat mi-
siunea de a consolida aceastd
pozitie a organizatiei in societate si
suntem atenti la tot ceea ce i face
e oameni sd se simtd valorizati.
Puterea noastrd std in bucuria
sportivilor si e alimentatd de pasi-
unea celor care mentin aprinsa
flacdra performantei. Masurdm re-
spectul pentru trecut prin ceea ce
oferim juniorilor si tinerilor care
reprezintd Team Romania in com-
petitiile olimpice.

Prezenta in fata domniilor voastre
imi oferd prilejul de a-mi exprima
respectul, consideratia si recunos-
tinta fatd de aceasta organizatie si
oamenii si, sportivi, campioni,
medaliati, antrenori, oficiali, din
toate generatiile. Din 1914 si pdnd
astazi. Si eu suntunul dintre cei
care am cunoscut succesul olimpic
ca sportiv, campion, antrenor si ofi-
cial. V@ spun cu ména pe inimd cd
nimic nu se compard cu sentimen-
tul apartenentei la Familia
Olimpica. O familie in care succesul
este rodul educatiei, traditiei si re-
spectului reciproc.

Pozitia Comitetului Olimpic si
Sportiv Roman in Miscarea
Olimpicd Internationald este

unanim recunoscutd si apreciatd, si
este meritul tuturor celor care au
fdcut si fac parte din aceastd orga-
nizatie. Care si-au dedicat viata
unui ideal. Ne mandrim cu cele
309 medalii olimpice, dar in spatele
lor sunt milioane de inimi care au
vibrat cu emotie si pasiune la
fiecare victorie. Olimpicii romani au
imbogditit patrimoniul sportului
mondial si au creat identitate
nationald pentru tara noastra.
Acum, viitorul Miscarii Olimpice
Nationale depinde de actiunile
fiecdruia dintre noi. Avem aceastd
datorie de a genera incredere si de
- ajuta pe sportivii tineri sd
reuseascd sa-si implineasca vi-
surile. Sa fim realisti, sa ne es-
timam corect valoarea si
potentialul in contextul mondial.
Doar asa vom avea continuitate in
performantd.

In aceastd vard, la Paris, locul unde
acum 100 de ani a fost castigatd
prima medalie olimpicd a
Roma@niei, incep Jocurile Olimpice.
Le doresc succes tuturor celor care
vor concura pentru Team Romania
la competitia din Franta! Flacdra
pasiunii este puterea noastrd, din
toatd inima pentru Team Roma-
nia!’; a declarat Mihai Covaliu.

ELISABETA LIPA, presedintele
Agentiei Nationale pentru Sport,
participanta la 6 editii de Jocuri si
castigatoare a 8 medalii, dintre
care 5 de aur, a evocat succesul
prin apartenenta la lumea
olimpicd si mostenirea spiritului de
invingdtor:

" Sunt recunoscdtoare celor care
ne-au ldsat mostenire acest spirit si
care ne-au inspirat sd credem. Imi
exprim respectul pentru toti cei
care au pus mandria, spiritul de
invingdtor mai presus de orice si au
transformat Miscarea Olimpica din

Roma@nia intr-o fortd: sportivi,
antrenori, oficiali si suporteri. 110
ani de Miscare Olimpicd inseamnd
traditie, inseamnad onoare si identi-
tate nationald. Cred cu tdrieS
olimpicii din sport pot inspira
romanii sa lupte si sa creadd in
visul lor. Nu exista nu se poate
atunci cand pasiunea si inima sunt
puse la bataie, cand faci ce trebuie
nu se poate sd nu progresezi,

Indemn generdtiile care vin:, ur-
mati-va visul, dar invatati de la noi
¢d nu existd cale usoard spre suc-
ces. Sacrificiul insd merita trdit, va
spune un om care a fost la 6 editii
de JO si a castigat 8 medalij, care a
fost declarat cea mai bund cano-
toare a secolului XX. Fard sport,
fard pasiune, fard muncd, fard spi-
ritul olimpic azi nu as fi fost Elisa-
beta Lipa!".

GEORGE BORO, secretarul gene-
ral al COSR, a punctat contributia
echipei din spatele campionilor la
succesul Miscarii Olimpice din

Romania:

“Fiecare generatie de campioni a
avut in spatele ei oameni care si-au
dediicat toate eforturile si pregatirea
pentru ca sportivii sa aiba conditiile
necesare obtinerii medaliilor.
Tradlitia aceasta a fost predotd si
echipei noastre, a celor care azi
avem grijd de Echipa Olimpica
Team Romania. Eforturile noastre,
financiare si administrative, sunt
indreptate si cdtre juniori, pentru
cd ne dorim continuitate in perfor-
mantd. Fiecare sportiv care isi im-
plineste un vis este pentru noi un
obiectiv atins. Avem obligatia de a
ajuta toti sportivii care isi doresc sa
reprezinte Roménia in competitiile
olimpice. Educatia Olimpica este o
alternativa pentru generatiile de
copii si tineri si plus valoare pentru
societatea roméneasca!”.
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following from page 33

D winner:

"lam )grateful to those who have Igft
us this legacy and who have inspired us
to believe. | express my respect for all
those who have placed pride, the spirit
of a winner above all else, and have
turned the Olympic Movement in Ro-
mania into a force: athletes, coaches,
officials, and supporters. 110 years of
Olympic Movement mean tradition,
mean honor and national identity. |
strongly believe that athletes in sports
can inspire romanians to fight and be-
lieve in their dreams. There is no such
thing as cannot when passion and
heart are at stake, when you do what
needs to be done, it's impossible not to
progress. | urge the generations to
come, follow your dream, but learn
from us that there is no easy path to
success. The sacrifice is worth living,
this being said by someone who has
been in 6 editions of the Games and
has won 8 medals, who has been de-
clared the best rower of the 20th cen-
tury. Without sport, without passion,
without work, without the Olympic
spirit, todgyl would not have been Elis-
abeta Lipa!"

George Boroi, Secretary General of
the Romanian Olympic and Sports
Committee, emphasized the contribu-
tion of the team behind the champions
to the success of the Olympic Move-
ment in Romania:

"Every generation of champions has
had behind them people who have
dedicated all their efforts and training
so that the athletes nhave the necessary
conditions to win medals. This tradition
has been passed down to our team, to
those of us who now take care of Team
Romania. Our efforts, financial and ad-
ministrative, are also directed towards
Juniors because we want continuity in

p?ormance. Every athlete who fulfills
a dream is an objective achieve I{or us.
We have the obligation to help all ath-
letes who want to represent Romania
in Olympic competitions. Olympic edu-
cation, through its values, is an alterna-
tive for generations of children and
young people and adds value to Ro-
manian society!

GOLDEN COLLAR FOR GOLDEN PEO-
PLE: VIORICA VISCOPOLEANU AND
DAN GRECU / Gratitude and Respect
for their contribution to the success of
the Olympic Movement in Romania
marked March 27, 2024, when two of
Romania’s great athletes and coaches
were honored by the Romanian
Olympic and Sports Committee with
the conferral of the Golden Collar: Vior-
ica Viscopoleanu and Dan Grecu.
Mihai Covaliu, alongside ROSC Secre-
tary-General George Boroi and
Anisoara Cusmir-Stanciu, President of
the Romanian Athletics Federation, be-
stowed the distinction upon the
Olympic long jump champion at Mex-
ico City 1968.

@ Viorica Viscopoleanu won Olympic
gold, setting a new world and Olympic
record (6.82 m) in Mexico City 1968 in a
single attempt. She participated in p»
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COLANUL DE AUR PENTRU OAMENII DE AUR:
VIORICA VISCOPOLEANU SI DAN GRECU

Recunostinta si Respectul pentru
contributia adusa la succesul
Miscarii Olimpice din Romania au
marcat ziua de 27 martie 2024 in
care doi dintre marii sportivi si
antrenori ai Romaniei au fost
onorati de catre Comitetul
Olim;pic si Sportiv Roman prin
conferirea Colanului de Aur:
Viorica Viscopoleanu si Dan
Grecu.

Mihai Covaliu, alaturi de secretarul
general COSR, George Boroj, S,
presedinta FR Atletism, Anisoara
Cusmir-Stanciu, i-au asezat dis-
tinctia la gat atletei campioand
olimpicd la sdrituran lungime, la
Mexico City 1968.

M Viorica Viscopoleanu a castigat
aurul olimpic, stabilind la Mexico
City 1968, dintr-o singura incer-
care, un nou record mondial si
olimpic (6,82 m). Ea a participat la
trei editii de Jocuri Olimpice:
Tokyo 1964, Mexico City 1968,
Munchen 1972, este campioana
europeanad la sariturain lungime
in 1970 si are In palmares

5 medalii: 1 aur, 1 argint si

3 medalii de bronz la CE sala.

"Sunt profund emotionatd, si va
multumesc pentru acest premiul.
Vreau sd le urez succes celor care
vor concura la Paris 2024 pentru

Romadnia, sd lase emotiile la poarta
stadionului sau la usa sdlii. O victo-
rie olimpicd este unicd, si meritd sé
lupti cu toatd fiinta pentru ea!”, a
declarat Viorica Viscopoleanu in
aplauzele asistentei.

Printre cei care au aplaudat-oin
picioare s-au numdrat membri ai
familiei si elevele sale: Monica lagar
si Mirela Belu, precum si alte
medaliate olimpice din atletism,
Constantina Ditg, Vali lonescu, Vio-
leta Beclea Szekely, lonela Tirlea.
Presedintele COSR, Mihai Covaliu,
alaturi de Elisabeta Lipd si Marius
Urzica i-au pus la gat Colanul de
Aur lui Dan Grecu.

Primul campion mondial din gim-
nastica romaneascad, medaliat
olimpic cu bronz la inele, la Mon-
treal 1976, si antrenorul de vocatie
care a condus echipa masculind
de gimnastica pe toate podiu-
murile lumii a primit cu ochii in
lacrimi decoratia.

" Gimnastica a fost viata mea, am
trdit ca sportiv pentru a castiga si
ca antrenor pentru a crea echipe.
Le sunt recunoscdtor celor care
mi-au fost aldturi in carierd, fomi-
liei si sportivilor, pentru cd au inte-
les cd munca bate talentul. Pentru
mine, care am fost la 9 edltii de
Jocuri Olimpice ca sportiv, antrenor
si arbitru, pot spune cd momentul

acesta a adus o emotie enorma,
pentru cd este un premiu oferit de
Familia Olimpicd, pe care am re-
spectat-o prin performante!
Multumesc!”, a multumit celor
prezenti Dan Grecu.

W Dan Grecu a participat la 3 edlitii
de Jocuri Olimpice: Munchen 1972,
Montreal 1976, Moscova 1980. A
castigat bronzul la inele la JO Mon-
treal 1976, este primul campion
mondial din istoria gimnasticii
romdanesti (Varna 1974) si primul
gimnast roman medaliat la eu-
ropene (Berna 1975). Are in pal-
mares 3 medalii: 1 aur - 1 argint -
1 bronz la mondiale si 2 medalii
europene: 1 aur si 1 argint.

Echipa Romaniei coordonatd de
antrenorul Dan Grecu a céstigat
bronz olimpic in 2004, bronz mon-
dial in 1995 si aur european 2002
i 2004.

Aldturi de Dan Grecu au fost sotia
sifiica sa, patru dintre cei mai mari
gimnasti ai Romaniei: Marius Urzi-
¢d, Marian Dragulescuy, loan Suciu
si Razvan Selariu, antrenorul Ste-
fan Gal si Maria Fumea, viceprese-
dinte al Federatiei Romane de
Gimnastica, precum si fostul pre-
sedinte al FRG, Adrian Stoica, si
Mircea Apolzan, fost secretar ge
neral al FRG, oameni care i-au fost
aproape in cariera lui Dan Grecu.



p) three editions of the Olympic Games:
Tokyo 1964, Mexico City 1968, Munich
1972, she is the European champion in
long jump in 1970 and has in her
record 5 medals: 1 gold, 1 silver, and 3
bronze medals at European Indoor
Championships.

"I am deeply touched and thank you
for this award. | want to wish success
to those who will compete in Paris
2024 for Romania, to leave the emo-
tions at the stadium gate or at the
door of the arena. An Olympic victory

is unique and deserves to be fought for

with all your being!" declared Viorica
Viscopoleanu to the applause of the
audience. Among those who ap-
plauded her standing were family
members and her students: Monica

Ia dr and Mirela Belu, as well as other

Olympic medalists in athletics, Con-
stantina Ditd, Vali lonescu, Violeta Be-
clea Szekely, lonela Tirlea.

ROSC President Mihai Covaliu, along-
side Elisabeta Lipd and Marius Urzicd,
bestowed the Golden Collar upon Dan
Grecu.

The first world champion in Roman-
ian gymnastics, Olympic bronze
medalist on rings at Montreal 1976,
and the coach who led the men's gym-
nastics team to all the world podiums
received the decoration with tears in
his eyes.

"Gymnastics has been my life, | lived as

an athlete to win and as a coach to
create teams. | am grateful to those
who have been with me in my career,
to my family and athletes because
they understood that hard work beats
talent. For me, who have been at 9 edi-
tions of the Olympic Games as an ath-
lete, coach, and referee, | can say that
this moment brought immense emo-
tion because it is an award offered by
the Olympic Family that | respected
through achievements! Thank you!"
thanked Dan Grecu to those present.
@ Dan Grecu participated in 3 editions
of the Olympic Games: Munich 1972,
Montreal 1976, Moscow 1980. He won
the bronze medal on rings at the Mon-
treal 1976 Olympics, he is the first
world champion in the history of Ro-
manian gymnastics (Varna 1974), and
the first Romanian gymnast to win a
medal at the European Champi-
onships (Bern 1975). He has in his
record 3 medals: 1 gold - 1 silver - 1
bronze at the World Championships
and 2 European medals: 1 gold and 1
silver. The Romanian team under the
coordination of coach Dan Grecu won
Olympic bronze in 2004, World bronze
in 1995, and European gold in 2002
and 2004.

Alongside Dan Grecu were his wife and
daughter, four of Romania's greatest
gymnasts: Marius Urzica, Marian
Dragulescu, loan Suciu, and Rdzvan Se-
lariu, coach Stefan Gal and Maria
Fumea, vice-president of the Roman-
ian Gymnastics Federation, as well as
former president of the RGF, Adrian
Stoica, and Mircea Apolzan, former
general secretary of’t)he RGF, people
who were close to Dan Grecu in his ca-
reer. ®

ARTUR HOFFMANN, OVIDIU GARBACEA SIFILIP STOICA
AU PRIMIT ORDINUL EXCELENTA OLIMPICA

in cadrul ceremoniei prilejuite de
ce-a de-a 110 aniversare a COSR,
alte trei personalitati marcante
care au contribuit major la dez-
voltarea sportului romanesc au
fost aplaudati la scena deschisa.

La Casa Olimpica, Amfiteatrul a ra-
sunat de aplauze, emotiile s-au
simtit in glasurile premiantilor, Mis-
carea Olimpica si-a premiat oa-
menii din spatele campionilor.
In deschiderea sedintei Adunarii
Generale ordinare, la care au par-
ticipat 77 de membri, Artur Hoff-
mann, Ovidiu Garbacea si Filip
Stoica, trei personalitati ale Miscarii
Olimpice din Romania, au primit
Ordinul Excelenta Olimpica, pentru
meritele deosebite In sportul
romanesc. Le-a fost onoratd
munca de-o viatd in slujba sportu-
lui romanesc si contributia la
obtinerea performantelor sportive
ale celor din loturile olimpice.
Pentru toti trei, premierea a fost
0 mare surprizd, iar emotiile pe
masura. Decoratia le-a fost asezata
la rever de catre Mihai Covaliu,
presedintele COSR, Octavian
Morariu, membru CIO pentru
Romania, George Boroi, secretarul
general al COSR, Elisabeta Lipg,
presedintele Agentiei Nationale
pentru Sport, Camelia Potec,
presedintele Federatiei Romane
de Natatie si Pentatlon Modern si
vicepresedinte al COSR.
Emotionat, cu lacrimi in ochi si
cu glasul tremurand, ARTUR
HOFFMANN le-a multumit tuturor
celor care i-au fost aldturi sil-au
sprijinit de-a lungul carierei. "Eu am
sustinut intotdeauna doud idei ex-
trem de importante, sportivii sd se
bucure de cea mai bund practicd,
iar sportivului de performantd so-i
fie asiguratd cea de-a doua cari-
erd”, a spus Artur Hoffmann. "De
asemenea, m-a preocupat mereu
ca mesajul olimpic sa ajungd la

fiecare copil. De aceea, organi-
zarea filialelor judetene ale Acade-
miei Olimpice si a cercurilor
olimpice In unitdle de invatamant
si colegiile militare a fost un lucru
important", a afirmat Artur Hoff-
mann.

Fost secretar general adjunct al
COSR, membru al Comitetului
Executiv al COSR, membru al
Comisiei Tehnice Olimpice si apoi
consilier al presedintelui COSR,
Artur Hoffmann a contribuit Ia or-
ganizarea si pregdtirea loturilor
olimpice la opt editii ale Jocurilor
Olimpice, de la Los Angeles 1984,
la Londra 2012. Adevenitin 1991
cofondator al Academiei Olimpice
Romane, iar apoi directorul Acade-
miei, intre 2011 si 2016. Doctor in
educatie fizica si sport, Hoffmann
a fost de asemenea director gene
ral in Ministerul Tineretului si
Sportului, lector la Universitatea
Nationald de Apdrare si autor de
publicatii st comunicari stiintifice.

Fost multiplu campion national la
schifond, campion universitar si
balcanic, iar apoi antrenor al Iotulw
olimpic de biatlon, OVIDIU GAR-
BACEA s-a retras in 1990 din activi-
tatea competitionald sia pus
bazele unei afaceri pe cont pro-
priu, aldturi familia sa. La Cheile
Gradistei - Fundata, Ovidiu Gar-
bacea a dadit un complex sportiv
care cuprinde un poligon de bia-
tlon, cu partille de schifond afe-
rente, care a intrat in circuitul
international la Festivalul Olimpic al
Tineretului European (2013). De
atund, au mai fost organizate in re-
sortul sau Campionate Mondiale
de biatlon pe role, Winter Triatlon
sau Campionate Europene si
Mondiale de schifond sau biatlon
pentru juniori, Campionatele Eu-
ropene de Ciclism Mountain Bike.

"Chiar dacd sunt pensionar, pasi-
unea pentru sport nu mi-a dis-

pérut. La Cheile Gradistei, am con-
struit de curdnd si un patinoar la
standarde olimpice, care va fi de-
schis in septembrie sau octombrie.
Asa cd, in afard de schi fond, bia-
tlon si ciclism se pot organiza la noi
si competitii de patinaj si hochei.
Multumesc mult pentru aceastd
distinctie, si va promit cd noi avem
oricand portile deschise sportului
de performantd”, a spus Ovidiu
Garbacea.

La randul sau, FILIP STOICA s-a re-
marcat in domeniul evaluarii, audi-
tului si contabilitatii, aducandu-si
un aport considerabil in cadrul
Asociatiei Nationale a Evaluatorilor
din Romania (ANEVAR), iar intre
anii 2017 si 2023 a auditat situatjile
financiare ale Comitetului Olimpic
si Sportiv Roman in calitate de au-
ditor extern independent.

"Sunt onorat, dar in acelasi timp
si foarte surprins de aceasta dis-
tinctie. Dar md géindesc cd orice
profesie este un sport, pentru cd in
orice profesie spiritul olimpic isi
gaseste aplicarea. Am fost timp de
sapte ani aldturi de Comitetul
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman si re-
cunosc cd am avut foarte multe lu-
cruri de invdtat. Pentru mine este o
méndrie ca am auditat forul olim-
pic romd@n", a precizat Flip Stoica

Ordinul Excelenta Olimpicd a fost in-
stituit in 2020, prin hotdrdrea
Comitetului Executiv al COSR, la
propunerea presedintelui COSR,
Mihai Covaliu, pentru recompen-
sarea unor persoane, institutii sau or-
ganizatii cu merite deosebite in
beneficiul miscdrii olimpice Si care,
prin apartenenta la acest Ordin, ben-
eficiazd de recunoastere publicd, de
respectul si sprijinul moral al COSR.
Primul care a primit acest ordin a
Jfost llie Floroiu, in 29 noiembrie
2022, la implinirea varstei de 70

de ani.
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PLECAM CU INIMA DESCHISAI

La Jocurile Olimpice de la
Paris 2024 , totul va fi de-
spre deschidere. Este
filosofia dupa care organiza-
torii au construit intregul
concept al marelui spectacol
sportiv al anului.

O serie de monumente
pariziene vor fi transformate
n locuri magnifice de com-
petitie, primind oameni din
intreaga lume intr-o arend de
sport in aer liber pentru
aceste Jocuri spectaculoase.
Paris 2024 intra in istorie
prin organizarea primei
Ceremonii de Deschidere
care va avea loc in centrul
orasului, oferind Jocuri revo-
lutionare, deschise tuturor.

Paris 2024 este despre a
ardta lumii ceea ce are mai
bun Franta de oferit, creativi-
tatea si spiritul sau avan-
gardist. Este vorba despre a
impartasi emotiile Jocurilor
cu mai multi oameni. Este
vorba despre a oferi Jocuri
mai responsabile, mai in-
cluzive, mai egale si mai

spectaculoase decat oricand.
Sloganul JO Paris 2024 este:
Jocuri larg deschise!

Cu 600.000 de cameni invi-
tati la cea mai mare sarbd-
toare a sportului din lume,
Ceremonia de Deschidere a
Jocurilor Olimpice va fi o
ocazie incredibila de a sarba-
tori olimpismul. Reinventata
pentru centrul Parisului, cu
mostenirea exceptionala a
capitalei si Sena ca fundal,
aceasta Ceremonie de De-
schidere a Jocurilor Olimpice
va rdmane in istorie pentru o
primire senzationald a celor
mai buni sportivi ai lumii de
catre sute de mii de cameni
pe maluri, de-a lungul raului.

Parisul este un oras special,
oferind o scend de vis pentru
cei mai mari sportivi din lume
care isivor prezenta talentul
la Jocurile Paris 2024. Cu
evenimentele care au loc de-
parte de decorul traditional al
stadionului, sportul va umple
orasul. Cele mai emblematice
monumente vor fi transfor-
mate Tn arene pentru o fuzi-

une fdrd precedent a sportu-
lui si a patrimoniului. Specta-
colul si experienta
emotionala vor captiva com-
plet sportivii si spectatorii.
Vor fi primele Jocuri care se
adapteazd pe deplin la re-
formele Agendei Olimpice
2020, Paris 2024 a minimizat
constructia. Jocurile Olimpice
si Paralimpice se vor des-
fasura in 95% locatii existente
sau temporare.

Si pentru cd la Paris, asa cum
frumos a spus scriitorul si
cineastul Jean Cocteau, ni-
meni nu vrea sd fie doar
spectator, oricine va putea
alerga Maratonul, care permite
participarea in masa. Astfel,
spectatorii vor deveni partici-
panti la Jocuri, testandu-si
limitele Tn aceeasi zi si in ace-
leasi conditii ca si sportivii
olimpici. Fiecare vizitator nu va
fi doar un spectator, ci poate fi
si un participant. ,Maratonul
Pour Tous” -,Maratonul pentru
toti’- va oferi sansa pentru
40.000 de alergatori sa experi-
menteze 0 ocazie unica.

WE'RE SETTING OFF WITH AN
OPEN HEART! / At the Paris 2024
Olympic Games, everything will be
about openness. It's the philoso-
phy upon which the organizers
have built the entire concept of
this grand sporting spectacle of
the year.

A series of Parisian monuments
will be transformed into magnifi-
cent competition venues, welcom-
ing people from all over the world
to an open-air sports arena for
these spectacular Games. Paris
2024 enters history by organizing
the first Opening Ceremony to
take place in the city center, offer-
ing revolutionary Games, open to
all. Paris 2024 is about showcas-
ing to the world the best of what
France has to offer, its creativity,
and avant-garde spirit. It's about
sharing the emotions of the
Games with more people. It's
about offering Games that are
more responsible, inclusive, equal,
and spectacular than ever before.
The slogan of the Paris 2024
Olympics is: Wide Open Games!
With 600,000 people invited to the
world's largest sports celebration,
the Opening Ceremony of the
Olympic Games will be an incredi-
ble opportunity to celebrate
Olympism. Reinvented for the cen-
ter of Paris, with the exceptional
heritage of the capital and the
Seine as a backdrop, this Opening
Ceremony of the Olympic Games
will remain in history for a sensa-
tional welcome of the world's best
athletes by hundreds of thousands
of people along the riverbanks.
Paris is a special city, providing a
dream stage for the world's great-
est athletes to showcase their tal-
ent at the Paris 2024 Games. With
events taking place away from the
traditional stadium setting, sports
will fill the city. The most iconic
monuments will be transformed
into arenas for an unprecedented »

continued on page 39
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following from page 37
D fusion of sport and heritage. The
spectacle and emotional experi-
ence will completely captivate
both athletes and spectators.
These will be the first Games to
fully adapt to the reforms of the
Olympic Agenda 2020; Paris 2024
has minimized construction. The
Olympic and Paralympic Games
will take place in 95% existing or
temporary venues.
And because in Paris, as the writer
and filmmaker Jean Cocteau beau-
tifully said, nobody wants to be
just a spectator, anyone will be
able to run the Marathon, which
allows mass participation. Thus,
spectators will become partici-
pants in the Games, testing their
limits on the same day and under
the same conditions as the
Olympic athletes. Each visitor will
not only be a spectator but also
has the opportunity to be a partic-
ipant. "Marathon Pour Tous" -
"Marathon for All" - will offer the
chance for 40,000 runners to ex-
perience a unique opportunity.

AFISELE
OLIMPICE

Culoare, fantezie si unitate in
afisele oficiale ale Jocurilor
Olimpice si Paralimpice Paris
20241

Afisele au fost prezentate la
Musée d'Orsay. Ele au fost create
de artistul francez Ugo Gatton,
care a combinat propriul stil unic
cu recomandarile organizatorilor
JO Paris 2024.

In spiritul egalitdtii care a devenit
un semn distinctiv al viitoarelor
Jocuri, Paris 2024 a ales sa nu faca
deosebire intre Jocurile Olimpice si
Paralimpice in designul afiselor ofi-
ciale. Ca siin cazul tortei si al mas-
cotelor, afisele sunt legate intre ele
Siunite.

Paris 2024 I-a angajat pe Ugo
Gattoni, un ilustrator parizian cu
un stil vibrant, pentru a crea
postere. A lucrat in studioul sau din
19 septembrie 2023 panain 19
ianuarie 2024, petrecand un total
de 2.000 de ore creand cele doud
postere care vor deveni un simbol
de durata al Jocurilor Olimpice si

POSTERS / The Olympic and Para-
lympic posters for Paris 2024, un-
veiled at the Musée d'Orsay, are
indeed vibrant, fantastical, and
unified in their design!

Created by French artist Ugo Gat-
toni, these posters seamlessly

Paralimpice Paris 2024.
,Ugo este cunoscut pentru uni-

blend his unique style with the
recommendations of the Paris

versul sau colorat si distractiv’, a
declarat Tony Estanguet, presedin-
tele Comitetului de Organizare.
,Aveam nevoie de acel univers. Era
important ca aceste afise sd poata
trdi singure, separat - un afis
olimpic si unul paralimpic -, dar si
sd poatd trai impreund”.

,Este o oportunitate incredibild ca
munca mea sa fie aratata lumii,
este grozav. Este foarte important
pentru mine ca o piesa de arta sa
aibd o viatd in timpul sdu, asa ca
este absolut fantastic cd acest
desen poate fi expus intr-un
muzeu alaturi de picturi vechi de
sute de ani, a declarat Ugo Gat-
toni.

In conceptul narativ si creativ al
afiselor oficiale Paris 2024, ilustra-
torul francez a tinut cont de: efer-
vescenta si abundenta detaliilor,
reverie si fantezie, veselie si lejeri-
tate.

Tonul general al ilustratiei, care
este vesel, festiv, colorat si luxos, a
fost conceput pentru a fiin con-
cordanta cu spiritul si stilul Jocurilor
de la Paris 2024, care sunt ele
insele concepute ca 0 mare sarba-
toare populard, spectaculoase si
extrem de vesele.

2024 organizers. In line with the
spirit of equality that has become
a hallmark of the upcoming
Games, Paris 2024 chose not to
distinguish between the Olympic
and Paralympic Games in the de-
sign of the official posters. Much
like the torch and mascots, the
posters are linked and united.
Paris 2024 enlisted Ugo Gattoni, a
Parisian illustrator known for his
vibrant style, to create the
posters. He worked in his studio
from September 19, 2023, to Janu-
ary 19, 2024, spending a total of
2,000 hours crafting the two
posters that will become enduring
symbols of the Paris 2024 Olympic
and Paralympic Games.
"Ugo is known for his colorful and
playful universe," said Tony Es-
tanguet, the President of the Or-
ganizing Committee. "We needed
that universe. It was important for
these posters to be able to stand
alone, separately - one Olympic
poster and one Paralympic poster
- but also to live together."
continued on page 40




CASA ROMANIEI LA PARIS

VA F

Palatul Béhague, unul dintre cele
mai frumoase Palate ale Parisu-
lui, in care se afla Ambasada
Romaniei la Paris, va fi Casa
Romaniei pe durata Jocurilor
Olimpice.

Palatul Béhague a fost con-
struit in anul 1866, pentru
contele Octave de Béhague,
de arhitectul Hippolyte
Destailleur, ca o continuare a
unui alt palat, construit chiar
n apropiere pentru mama
acestuia. Palatul a fost lasat fi-
icei lui Octave, Martine, de-
venitd prin casatorie contesa
de Béarn. Din acest motiy,
Palatul Béhague este si
cunoscut sub numele de
Palatul Béarn. Clddirea a fost
restructurata in perioada
1894-1905 de Walter-André
Destailleur, fiul arhitectului
proiectant. Marele palat a fost
partial distrus, iar ambele
cladiri au fost reunite,
rezultand astfel cladirea actu-
ala. Cladirea este construita in
stil neoclasic, tipic epocii lui
Ludovic al XV-lea.

Dupa moartea lui Martine de
Béarn, in anul 1939, Palatul
Béhague a fost cumpdrat de
statul roman pentru am-
basada sa, care a fost trans-
ferata din Palatul Pomar,
situat langa Arcul de Triumf.
Statul roman a platit 5,5 mil-
ioane de franci pentru Palatul
Béhague, care a devenit astfel
primul sediu permanent al
Ambasadei Romaniei in
Orasul Luminilor. Primul am-
basador la Paris a fost numit
de Regele Carol al Il-lea in
1938, in persoana lui Gheo-
rghe Tatdrdscu

Palatul este una dintre cele
mai frumoase resedinte de
ambasador pe care le detine
Romania si este totodata unul
dintre cele mai frumoase imo-
bile din Paris. Acest imobil
este considerat unul dintre
cele mai impresionante exem-
ple de arhitectura decadenta
in stil Ludovic al XV-lea, cu el-
emente de marmurad colorata,
cu statui impundtoare si cu
detalii aurite care sd dea si
mai multa strdlucire locului.

PALATUL BEHAGUE

Acestora li se adauga o serie
de candelabre minutios real-
izate si mai multe opere de
arta care demonstreazd inca
o datd pasiunea Martinei de
Béhague pentru frumos.

Constructia Palatului Béh-
ague a fost finalizata in pe-
rioada Belle Epoque si
amplasata strategic intre
Arcul de Triumf si Domul In-
valizilor. Palatul nu este doar
una dintre cele mai frumoase
Ambasade ale Romanieiin
lume, ci este
totodatd unul dintre cele mai
impresionante imobile din
Paris. Palatul si gradinile sale
au fost clasificate ca monu-
ment istoric la 25 august
2003.

Actuala Ambasadoare Extra-
ordinara si Plenipotentiard in
Republica Francezg, E.S.
loana Bivolaru, este convinsa
ca sportivii romani de
renume mondial sunt ade-
varati ambasadori ai Romaniei
si, In acelasi timp, ai pacii,
pentru ca sportul insusi este
un ambasador al pacii.

following from page 39

P "It's an incredible opportunity for
my work to be shown to the world;
it's great," said Ugo Gattoni. "It's
very important to me that a piece
of art has a life of its own, so it's
absolutely fantastic that this
drawing can be exhibited in a mu-
seum alongside paintings that are
hundreds of years old."

In the narrative and creative con-
cept of the official Paris 2024
posters, the French illustrator
took into account effervescence
and abundance of details, reverie
and fantasy, as well as joy and
lightness. The overall tone of the
illustration, which is cheerful, fes-
tive, colorful, and luxurious, was
designed to align with the spirit
and style of the Paris 2024 Games,
themselves conceived as a grand,
spectacular, and highly joyful pop-
ular celebration.

FIRE ON WATER! / The Olympic
Flame for the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games was lit at Ancient Olympia,
100 days before the Opening Cere-
mony of the Summer Games in
Paris.

On April 16, the Romanian
Olympic Movement was repre-
sented at the Ceremony in Greece,
at Ancient Olympia, by the Presi-
dent of the Romanian Olympic
and Sports Committee, Mihai Cov-
aliu, Olympic champion in athlet-
ics Maricica Puicd, and Radu
Fruntes, the director of the Ro-
manian Olympic Academy, Brasov
branch, the latter two being in-
vited by the mayor of Ancient
Olympia. ROSC President Mihai
Covaliu spoke at Ancient Olympia
about returning to the origins and
the emotions associated with
lighting the Olympic Flame for the
Paris 2024 Olympics. As an
Olympic champion, he encouraged
all Romanian athletes to fight for
their dreams. "It is an honor to
represent the Romanian Olympic
and Sports Committee at this Cer-
emony, and | wish all our athletes
success at the Paris 2024
Olympics!" Maricica Puicad, gold
medalist at the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics in athletics, was invited
to the Ceremony by the Mayor of
Ancient Olympia. The Olympic
champion acknowledged that the
lighting of the flame generated
emotion and made her think of
the moments when she was
preparing for the Games. She M)



MEDALIILE, BIJUTERII, DAR 5l
PARTI DIN ISTORIA PARISULUI

Imaginatia designerilor
Jocurilor Olimpice de la Paris a
reusit sa combine pretioasele
metale cu parti provenind din
otelul turnului Eiffel.

Pentru a crea aceastd intal-
nire intre cel mai prestigios
obiect al Jocurilor si monumen-
tul emblematic al Frantei si
Parisului, Paris 2024 a lucrat la
designul medaliei cu Chaumet.
Astfel, fiecare medalie olimpicd
si paralimpica contine un hexa-
gon dintr-o bucata de fier origi-
nald din Turnul Eiffel. Construit
intre 1887 si 1889, ,Dame de
fer” a fost supus unor pro-
grame de renovare. Anumite el-
emente metalice au fost
indepdrtate definitiv si conser-
vate Tn acest proces. Pentru
Jocurile Paris 2024, compania
de operare a Turnului Eiffel a
permis ca aceste piese auten-
tice din istoria pariziana si
franceza sa-si gdseascd din nou
gloria.

Paris 2024 3 transformat
medalia intr-o adevdratd biju-
terie, cu un design conceput in
jurul a trei surse de inspiratie:
hexagonul, strdlucirea si bijute-
ria.

Astfel, fierul original al Turnului
Eiffel are forma unui hexagon -
forma geometricd a Frantei.
Acest simbol este o reamintire
a angajamentului intregii nati-
uniin organizarea Jocurilor
Olimpice si Paralimpice istorice.
Dezbrdcat de vopseaua maro a
LTurnului Eiffel”, fierul revine la
culoarea initiala. Plasat in cen-
tru siimprimat cu emblema
Jocurilor Paris 2024, aceasta
piesa de mostenire se in-
cadreaza perfect in aur, argint
si bronz.

Stralucirea provine din faptul
4, pe aceeasi parte cu hexa-
gonul din fier, linii fine se
proiecteaza spre exterior la in-
tervale regulate, creand reflexii
luminoase.

Mai degraba reliefate decat
gravate, aceste linii aduc volum

si stralucire unei medalii care
este departe de a fi neteda.
Acest concept creativ intru-
chipeazd atat stralucirea Frantei
in lume, cét si performantele
stralucitoare ale sportivilor de
la Jocuri.

In fine, pentru a reuni aceste
doud icoane - Turnul Eiffel si
medalia Jocurilor - a fost nevoie
de un mestesug la fel de sim-
bolic. Datorita creativitatii LVMH
si a Casei Chaumet, medalia
este Incrustatd cu bucata de
fier. Sase anexe metalice - cate
unul pentru fiecare colt - sunt
folosite pentru a fixa hexagonul
pe loc. Aceasta incrustare este
posibila datoritd formei usor
concave a medaliei, care
adauga profunzime designului
flecdrei parti. Pentru Paris
2024, pentru decor a fost
aleasd forma distinctiva ,Clous
de Paris”, care seamdnd cu
faimoasele nituri din Turnul Eif-
fel.

Dupa dezvdluirea unei singure
embleme, a unui duo de mas-
cote identice, a unui aspect
comun si a unei torte comune,
Paris 2024 isi continua ambitia
de a apropia Jocurile Olimpice
si Paralimpice. Medaliile
olimpice si paralimpice impart
astfel o laturd cu acelasi design:
partea Incrustata cu fierul Tur-
nului Eiffel.

Turnul Eiffel a inspirat, de

asemenea, designul unic al
panglicilor pentru medalii. Pen-
tru Jocurile Olimpice si Paralim-
pice Paris 2024, panglicile
pentru medalii vor fi Tm-
podobite cu zdbrelele Turnului
Eiffel. Panglicile medaliilor
olimpice vor fi albastru Inchis,
n timp ce ale medaliilor par-
alimpice vor fi de un rosu in-
tens - un amestec al primelor
doua straturi de vopsea -,Rosu
Venetia” si ,rosu-maro” -
folosite pe Turnul Eiffel.

Ca la fiecare editie a Jocurilor,
cealaltd fata a medaliei olimpice
spune povestea renasterii
Jocurilor din Grecia. O trasatura
traditionala a medaliilor din
2004, zeita victoriei, Athena
Nike, este reprezentatd in prim-
plan, iesind din Stadionul Pana-
thenaic, locul de renastere a
Jocurilor Olimpice din 1896. O
alta trasatura obligatorie a
celeilalte parti a medaliilor
olimpice, Acropole, i se aldtura
Turnul Eiffel, pentru prima datd
in acest design. In acest fel,
sunt reprezentate inspiratia
Jocurilor antice din Grecia, ori-
ginile franceze ale Jocurilor
Olimpice moderne si urma-
toarea lor editie de la Paris.

La randul sau, cealalta parte a
medaliilor paralimpice este o
reflectare pura a Parisului 2024
si a alegerilor creative ale Iui
Chaumet. O reprezentare
grafica a Turnului Eiffel dintr-o
perspectivd ascendentd le va
oferi medaliatilor sansa de a
descoperi Turnul Eiffel dintr-un
unghi rar vazut. Cuvintele
,Paris” si ,2024" inconjoara pi-
cioarele turnului, scrise in
Braille universal, limbajul sim-
bolic al accesibilitatii si o
referire la inventatorul sau
francez, Louis Braille. Pentru a
le permite sportivilor cu defi-
ciente de vedere sd simta dife-
renta dintre medalii, pe
margine sunt gravate liniute:

I pentru aur, Il pentru argint si
Il pentru bronz.

pp» Never parts with the Olympic

rings; she wears them around her
neck every day. Present at the
event, the director of the Brasov
branch of the Romanian Olympic
Academy, Radu Fruntes, embraced
the Olympic philosophy back in
the 1980s when he first visited
Olympia. Inspired by the ideas of
Evanghelie Zappa, a Romanian
with Greek origins who conceived
the idea of reviving the Ancient
Olympic Games, Professor Radu
Fruntes transformed his parental
home in Sirnea into a small
Olympia. The Olympic Flame for
the Paris 2024 Games arrived on
the evening of May 8 in Marseille,
with thousands of spectators pres-
ent in the city's old port to receive
the Olympic symbol in France.
Aboard the ship with three masts
Belem, accompanied by over a
thousand boats and amidst the
applause of the people, the
Olympic flame was welcomed in
Marseille by President Macron and
personalities from French public
life, Olympic champions, and
great athletes of the world. Spec-
tators were treated to perform-
ances by the Marseille ballet
company at Chéateau d'lf, while
the Patrouille de France (PAF, the
French Air and Space Force's aero-
batic demonstration teams) flew
over the ship, organizing a spec-
tacular aerobatic show featuring
the Olympic rings.

ROMANIA'S HOME IN PARIS WILL
BE BEHAGUE PALACE / Béhague
Palace, one of the most beautiful
palaces in Paris, which houses the
Romanian Embassy in Paris, will
be Romania's home during the
Olympic Games.

The Béhague Palace was built in
1866 for Count Octave de Béhague
by the architect Hippolyte
Destailleur as a continuation of
another palace built nearby for
his mother. The palace was left to
Octave's daughter Martine, who
became Countess de Béarn by
marriage. For this reason, Béh-
ague Palace is also known as
Béarn Palace. The building was re-
structured in the period 1894-
1905 by Walter-André Destailleur,
the son of the designer architect.
The grand palace was partially de-
stroyed, and both buildings were
brought together, resulting in the »»»»

continued on page 42
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built in neoclassical style, typical
of the era of Louis XV.

After the death of Martine de
Béarn in 1939, the Béhague Palace
was bought by the Romanian state
for its embassy, which was trans-
ferred from the Pomar Palace, lo-
cated near the Arc de Triomphe.
The Romanian state paid 5.5 mil-
lion francs for the Behague
Palace, which thus became the
first permanent headquarters of
the Romanian Embassy in the City
of Lights. The first ambassador to
Paris was appointed by King
Charles Il in 1938, in the person of
Gheorghe Tatdrescu.

The palace is one of the most
beautiful ambassador’s residences
that Romania owns and it is also
one of the most beautiful build-
ings in Paris. This building is con-
sidered one of the most
impressive examples of decadent
Louis XV-style architecture, with
colored marble elements, impos-
ing statues and gilded details that
give the place even more shine.
Added to these are a series of
meticulously crafted chandeliers
and several works of art that once
again demonstrate Martine de
Béhague's passion for beauty.

The construction of the Béhague
Palace was completed during the
Belle Epoque period and strategi-
cally located between the Arc de
Triomphe and the Dome of the In-
valides. The palace is not only one
of the most beautiful Romanian
Embassies in the world, but it is
also one of the most impressive
buildings in Paris. The palace and
its gardens were classified as a
historical monument on 25 August
2003.

MEDALS, TREASURES, AND PIECES
OF PARISIAN HISTORY / ingen-
iously merged precious metals
with segments of the Eiffel Tower's
steel. In collaboration with
Chaumet, Paris 2024 meticulously
crafted each Olympic and Para-
lympic medal, integrating an origi-
nal hexagonal piece of iron from
the iconic Eiffel Tower. Erected be-
tween 1887 and 1889, the "Iron
Lady" has undergone numerous
renovations, resulting in the re-
moval and preservation of p»»»»

FOC PE APE!

FLACARA OLIMPICA VA STRABATE TOATA FRANTA, TRECAND PRIN ANTILE
SI POLINEZIA FRANCEZA, PENTRU A AJUNGE LA PARIS

Flacara Jocurilor Olimpice Paris
2024 a fost aprinsa la Archaia
Olympia, cu 100 de zile Thaintea
Ceremoniei de Deschidere a
Jocurilor de vara de la Paris.

Pe 16 aprilie, Miscarea Olimpica
din Romania a fost reprezen-
tata la Ceremonia din Grecia,
din Archaia Olympia, de
presedintele Comitetului
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman, Mihai
Covaliu, de campioana olimpica
la atletism Maricica Puicd si de
Radu Fruntes, directorul Acade-
miei Olimpice Romane, filiala
Brasov, ultimii doi fiind invitatii
primarului din Archaia Olympia.
Presedintele COSR, Mihai Cov-
aliu, a vorbit la Archaia Olympia
despre intoarcerea la origini Si
emotiile aferente odatd cu
aprinderea Flacarii Olimpice
pentru JO Paris 2024. Campion
olimpic, acesta i-a Incurajat pe
toti sportivii romani sa lupte
pentru visul lor.

"Este o onoare sa reprezint
Comitetul Olimpic si Sportiv
Roman la aceasta Ceremonie, i
le doresc succes tuturor
sportivilor nostri la JO Paris
20241,

Maricica Puica, medaliatd cu
aur laJO Los Angeles 1984, la
atletism, a fost invitata la Cere-
monie de Primdria din Archaia
Olympia. Campioana olimpicd a
rcunoscut ca aprinderea flacarii
a generat emotie si a facut-o sd
se gandeascd la momentele In
care se pregatea pentru Jocuri.

Nici o zi nu se desparte de cer-
curile olimpice, le poarta la gat.
Prezent la eveniment, directorul
Filialei Academiei Olimpice
Romane de la Brasov, Radu
Fruntes, a Imbratisat filosofia
olimpicd Tnca din anii 80, cand a
vizitat prima data Olympia. In-
spirat de ideile romanului cu
origini grecesti Evanghelie
Zappa, cel care a avut ideea re-
luarii Jocurilor Olimpice Antice,
profesorul Radu Fruntes si-a
transformat casa pdrinteasca
de la Sirnea intr-o mica
Olympie.

Evenimentul din Archaia
Olympia s-a bucurat de o audi-
entd record de public si invitati.
Vechiul stadion si pajistile de
langa el au fost pline de cameni
veniti din toate colturile lumii
pentru a asista la ceremonie.
Spectacolul traditiilor si puntea
creatd peste timp de cei care
au dat lumii Jocurile au debutat
cu imnul olimpic, interpretat de
mezzosoprana Joyce DiDonato,
urmat de cele ale Frantei si
Greciei, iar primul care a luat
cuvantul a fost Aristidis Pana-
giotopoulos, primarul din
Olympia, care a tinut sa le ureze



oaspetilor "bun venit In acest sit
sacru pentru aprinderea
flacarii, locul in care a apdrut un
mesaj universal, un mesaj de
pace si reconciliere a
popoarelor".

Presedintele Comitetului
Francez de Organizare, Tony Es-
tanguet, a spus la randul sau:
"La 100 de ani dupa ultima
editie a Jocurilor de vard organi-
zata In tara noastrd, poporul
francez va avea onoarea sd gaz-
duiasca aceasta a 33-a editie a
Jocurilor Olimpice. Franta este
pregatita. Suntem pregatiti sa
scriem o0 noua paging, suntem
mandri ca Jocurile sunt nu doar
mai spectaculoase, ci si mai re-
sponsabile".

Thomas Bach, presedintele
Comitetului International
Olimpic, s-a referit in discursul
sau la francezul Pierre de Cou-
bertin, initiatorul Jocurilor
Olimpice moderne.

"Aceastd idee de a promova
pacea si speranta prin sport a
fost preluatd de Pierre de Cou-
bertin. Intotdeauna un vizionar,
el spunea: "Olimpiadele sunt
atat un pelerinaj in trecut, cat si
un act de credinta in viitor”.
Jocurile de la Paris sunt un
pelerinaj In trecutul nostru, in
Olympia antica si un act de
credintd pentru viitorul nostru.
Si ce loc mai bun pentru a mar-
turisi credinta noastrd in viitor
decat Paris, orasul natal al iubi-
tului nostru fondator si renova-
tor al Jocurilor Olimpice, Pierre
de Coubertin", a spus Bach.
Publicul si invitatii s-au deplasat
apoi catre ruinele vechi de
2.600 de ani ale Templului
Herei, unde "Marea Preoteasa",
interpretata de actrita greacd
Mary Mina, imbrdcata intr-o
rochie asemdndtoare cu cele
din antichitate, a aprins Flacdra
Olimpica.

Sistemul de aprindere a Fldcdrii
foloseste razele soarelui si 0
oglinda cilindrica parabolica,
proces deja cunoscut grecilor
antici, dar vremea innorata din
Peloponez a impiedicat ca ritu-
alul sa fie indeplinit In acest fel.
Flacdra Paris 2024 a fost
aprinsa de la o candeld, care a
pastrat flacdra de rezervd ce a

fost aprinsa traditional, cu o zi
inaintea ceremoniei, la repetitii.
Ceremonia a continuat cu
traditionalul dans in jurul ru-
inelor templului, dansatoarele
aducand un omagiu poporului
grec si traditiilor olimpice.

Primul purtdtor al tortei
olimpice a fost Stefanos
Ntouskos, campion olimpic la
canotaj la Jocurile Olimpice de
la Tokyo, urmat de Tnotdtoarea
franceza Laure Manaudovu, care
a cucerit primul ei titlu olimpic
in 2004, la Atena, In proba de
400 m liber. Aceasta este prima
purtdtoare a flacarii olimpice
din partea Frantei.

Dupa un periplu de 11 zile,
care a cuprins teritoriul Greciej,
Flacdra a fost predatd pe Sta-
dionul Panathenaic din Atena
francezilor.

Flacdra Olimpica a parcurs
5.000 km prin Grecia, dinin-
sula Corfu din Marea lonica
pand la insula Santorini din Ci-
clade, cu faimosul sau decor de
carte postala, via Kastellorizo, in
sud-estul tarii. De asemenea,
Flacara a urcat pe Acropole
pentru a petrece o noapte
langa Partenonul care domina
capitala Greciei, dupa care a
fost transmisa organizatorilor
francezi pe 26 aprilie, pe sta-
dionul Panathenaic din Atena,
locul in care s-au disputat
primele Jocuri Olimpice din
epoca modernd, in 1896.

In Pireu, marele port de la sud
de Atena, Flacara s-a Tmbarcat
pe Belem, 0 ambarcatiune cu
trei catarge, pentru a caldtori
spre tara gazdd a JO 2024,
sosind la Marsilia, in sud-estul
Frantei, pe 8 mai.

Flacdra olimpicd pentru
Jocurile Paris 2024 a sosit pe
8 mai seara la Marsilia, cu mii
de spectatori prezentiin portul
vechi al orasului pentru a primi
simbolul olimpic in Franta.

La bordul corabiei cu trei
catarge Belem, acompaniata de
peste 0 mie de barcisiin
aplauzele oamenilor, flacdra
olimpica a fost primita in Mar-
silia de presedintele Macron si
de personalitati ale vietii pub-
lice din Franta, de campioni
olimpici si mari sportivi ai Pla-

netei. Spectatorii au fost ras-
fatati cu spectacole ale com-
paniei de balet din Marsilia, la
Chateau d'lf, In timp ce Pa-
trouille de France (PAF, echipele
de prezentare a fortelor
aeriene si spatiale) s-a aflat
deasupra corabiei, organizand
un zbor acrobatic spectaculos,
care a prezentat cercurile
olimpice.

Campionul olimpic de la inot
din 2012, Florent Manaudovu, a
primit onoarea de a fi primul
purtdtor de tortd pe pamantul
francez, in timp ce sora sa a
fost prima purtdtoare franceza
care a primit torta in Olympia.
Rapperul local Jul a aprins torta
pe esplanadd si a dat start
Stafetei Tortei Olimpice Tn
aplauzele celor prezenti. Printre
el, si Ana Maria Branza, cam-
pioana olimpicd la spada
echipe fiind parte din stafeta
europeana alaturi de 27 de
sportivi. Ea a purtat flacdra pe
9 mai la Marsilia.

"Despre emotia aceasta e greu
de povestit, e ca atunci cénd
urci pe podiumul olimpic. Unic
moment, si sunt mé@ndrd si ono-
ratd ca am facut parte din
aceasta stafetd simbolicd, com-
pusa din 28 de sportivi, si sunt
extrem de recunoscdtoare pen-
tru cd am putut trdi aceastd ex-
perientd. M-am gandit la toti
cei ce au performat de-a lungul
timpului pentru Romania, la cei
care acum sunt parte din
#TeamRomania, si nu in ultimul
rand, la cei care vor fi de acum
inainte parte din acest spectacol
uimitor al Jocurilor!”, a declarat
Ana Maria Branza.

Stafeta tortei olimpice a inceput
la Marsilia si marcheazd debu-
tul unei stafete de 69 de zile in
toata Franta si in departa-
mentele ei de peste mari,
flacdra olimpicd urmand a vizita
peste 450 de orase inainte de a
ajunge la Paris, pe 26 iulie,
unde va lumina Jocurile
Olimpice Paris 2024. &

DD certain metal components. For the

Paris 2024 Games, the Eiffel
Tower's operating company gra-
ciously permitted these authentic
relics of Parisian and French her-
itage to reclaim their splendor.

Transformed into exquisite jew-
els, the medals were conceived
around three key inspirations: the
hexagon, the sparkle, and the
jewel itself. The hexagon, symbol-
izing France's geometric shape,
serves as a testament to the na-
tion's unwavering commitment to
hosting the historic Olympic and
Paralympic Games. Stripped of its
iconic "Eiffel Tower" brown hue,
the iron returns to its original
color, adorned with the emblem of
the Paris 2024 Games, seamlessly
embedded in gold, silver, and
bronze.

The radiance of the medals is ac-
centuated by delicate lines pro-
jecting outward at regular
intervals, creating captivating re-
flections. These lines, embossed
rather than engraved, infuse the
medals with dimension and bril-
liance, symbolizing both France's
global prominence and the ath-
letes' remarkable achievements at
the Games.

Bringing together two iconic
symbols—the Eiffel Tower and the
Games medal—required an
equally symbolic craftsmanship,
skillfully executed by LVMH and
the House of Chaumet. B
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@ Delvine Meringor / atletism, maraton
eligibild pentru Romania din 5 iulie 2024,
conform World Athletics**

/ calificatd nominal

@® David Popovici / inot, 100 m liber
/ calificat nominal

@ Lacramioara Perijoc / box, 50 kg
/ calificatd nominal

@ Vlad Stancu /inot 1500 m si 800 m liber
/ calificat nominal

@ Andrea Miklos / atletism, 400 m
/ calificatd nominal

@ Alina Rotaru / atletism, lungime
/cdlificatd nominal

® Annaliese Dragan / gimnastica ritmica
individual / foc cotd

@ Catalin Chirila / canoe, C1 1000 m / loc cotd

@ llie Sprincean
Oleg Nuta / canoe, C2 500 m/ loc cotd

@ loana Vrinceanu, Roxana Anghel
/canotaj, dublu rame / foc cotd

@ Marius Cozmiuc, Sergiu Bejan
/ canotaj, dublu rame / loc cotd

@ lonela Cozmiuc, Mariana Dumitru
/ canotaj, dublu vasle categorie usoara / loc cotd

® Amalia Beres, Maria Tivodariu,
Magdalena Rusu, Madalina Beres / canotaj,
patru rame / loc cotd

@ loana Ciotau, Andrada Morosan,
Cristina Druga, Patricia Cires
/ canotaj, patru vasle / loc cotd

@ Simona Radis, Ancuta Bodnar
/ canotaj, dublu vasle / loc cota

@ Florin Lehaci, Stefan Berariu, Mugurel
Semciuc, Mihaita Tiganescu
/ canotaj, patru rame / loc cota

@® Florin Enache, loan Prundeanu,
Andrei Cornea, Mihai Chiruta
/ canotaj, patru vasle / loc cotd

@ Ciprian Tudosa, Florin Arteni
/ canotaj, dublu vasle / foc cota

@ Amalia Beres, loana Vrinceanu, Maria
Tivodariu, Madalina Beres,

luliana Buhus, Adriana Adam,

Roxana Anghel, Magdalena Rusu,
Victoria Petreanu / canotaj, 8+1 / loc cotd

@ Florin Lehaci, Stefan Berariu, Sergiu
Bejan, Marius Cozmiuc, Bogdan Baitoc,
Mugurel Semciuc, Alexandru Danciu,
Mihaita Tiganescu, Adrian Munteanu

/ canotaj, 8+1 / loc cotd

@ Andrei Muntean / gimnastica artistica,
individual compus / calificat nominal

@ Sabrina Voinea, Ana Barbosu, Andreea Preda,

Lilia Cosman, Amalia Ghigoarta / gimnastica
artistica, echipe / locuri cotd



@ Johan Chelimo Melly / atletism, maraton**

echipa nationala de polo:
@ Marius Tic

@ Silvian Colodrovschi
@ Levente Vancsik

@ David Belenyesi

® Mihai Dragusin

@ Tudor Fulea

@ Viad Georgescu

® Andrei Neamtu

@ Francesco ludean

@ Nicolae Oanta

® Andrei Tepelus

@ David Bota

@ lonut Vranceanu

® Matei Lutescu

@ Andrei Prioteasa
/13 locuri cota

echipa feminina de tenis de masa:
@ Elizabeta Samara

@ Bernadette Szocs

@ Adina Diaconu

/3 locuri cotd

® Andreea Ana - lupte 53 kg
/calificata nominal

@ Bianca Ghelber - atletism aruncarea
ciocanului
/ calificatd nominal

@ Ebru Bolat - yachting ICLA6

/ calficatd nominal

® Madalina Calugareanu - scrima floreta
/ calificatd nominal

@® Ovidiu lonescu - tenis de masa
dublu mixt, cu Bernadette Szocs
/ calificati nominal

@ Alin Alexuc - lupte 130 kg
/ calificat nominal

@ Kriszta Incze - lupte 62 kg
/ calificatd nominal

@ Catalina Axente - lupte 76 kg
/ calificatd nominal

@ Mihai Chiruta; - canotaj simplu
/ calificat nominal

® Mihaela Cambei - haltere 49 kg
/ calificata nominal

@ Loredana Toma - haltere 71 kg
/ calificatd nominal
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IN BUSINESS, CA S| IN SPORT,
ITI TREBUIE FORTA MINTE SI VOINTA

AFLAT IN FRUNTEA CELEI MAI VALOROASE COMPANII ROMANESTI, CARE ANUL TRECUT A REALIZAT CEA MAI MARE
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- Anul trecut, companiei Hidroelectrica nu
i-a lipsit mult sa devind cel mai mare
furnizor de energie electricd pentru con-
sumatorii casnici, dupd ce ani de zile s-a
tinut departe de acest sector, fiind axatd
doar pe productie, care era livratd unor
revanzatori, ca sd spunem asa. E o per-
formanta care nu se obtine atat de usor,
iar drumul cdtre performantad este
subiectul care pe noi, in paginile acestei
reviste, ne intereseazd. Pe dumneavoas-
trd ce v-a motivat?

- Siin business, reteta este apropiata
de cea din sport. Daca vrei sa fii cel mai
bun, trebuie sa muncesti foarte mult,
dar si sa te adaptezi la nevoile zilnice,
sa ai produse de o calitate foarte buna
la un pret competitiv. Pe scurt, aceasta
a fost reteta noastra pentru perfor-
manta. Sigur, Hidroelectrica, incepand
de anul trecut, din 12 iulie, cand s-a re-
alizat cea mai de succes listare la Bursa
de Valori Bucuresti, este cea mai val-
oroasa companie a Romaniei, cotata
undeva intre 11,5 - 12 miliarde de
euro, in functie de pretul actiunilor. Im-
pactul pe care |-a avut aceasta listare
pentru piata de capital din Romania a
fost unul extrem de important. Astazi,
18% din indicele bursier de la BVB este
influentat de actiunile Hidroelectrica,
ceea ce este extraordinar pentru com-
pania noastra. Dar intorcandu-ma la
piata de furnizare, noi - fiind cel mai
mare producator de energie electrica
din tara, 30% din energia electrica a
Romaniei fiind produsa de catre com-
pania Hidroelectrica, si retineti, energie
verde, din surse hidro - am decis, acum
doi ani jJumate, sa intram si pe piata de
vanzare cu amanuntul, cum se zice,
adica direct pentru consumatorii cas-
nici, unde ofertele noastre sunt foarte
bune. E adevarat, fiind la inceput, am
avut ceva probleme cu facturarea, dar
se vor rezolva si acestea. Investitiile Tn

sistemul informatic Thca nu s-au final-
izat, dar sunt pe final, si atunci ne va fi
mult mai usor.

- Dar chiar si asa, foarte multi roméani au
avut incredere si au ales Hidroelectrica
drept furnizor de energie in casele lor.

- Da, iar pe aceasta cale le si
multumesc celor care au avut in-
credere In compania noastra si ne sunt
clienti. Cum le multumesc si celor de
pe piata de business, unde suntem de
mult timp cel mai mare vanzator de
energie electrica. Deci, ca sa inchidem
subiectul in termeni sportivi, suntem
pe podium tot timpul, la “casnici” inca
nu pe locul |, dar suntem aproape,
ceea ce e fantastic pentru noi, as putea
spune.

- La cel mai important moment al com-
paniei Hidroelectrica, respectiv listarea la
bursa, ati avut o contributie importantd.
Daca ar fi sd compardm cu lumea
sportivd, ce rol ati avut, de jucdtor sau de
antrenor?

- Nu e usor de ales. Am fost membru
in consiliul de supraveghere al com-
paniei Tn ultimii 6 ani, din august 2017,
am fost presedintele comitetului de
listare, am ajutat foarte mult colegii,
am fost o echipa de 10-12 oameni care
au contribuit efectiv la realizarea succe-
sului istoric la Bursa de Valori Bu-
curesti. Este o mandrie pentru toata )

continuare in pagina 48

YOU NEED STRENGTH, INTELIGENCE
AND DETERMINATION, BOTH IN
BUSINESS AND SPORT

- Last year, the Hidroelectrica
company did not miss much of be-
coming the largest supplier of
electricity for domestic con-
sumers, after years of keeping
away from this sector, being fo-
cused only on production, which
was delivered to resellers, so to
speak so. It is a performance that
is not so easily obtained, and the
road to performance is the sub-
ject that interests us, in the pages
of this magazine. What motivated
you?

- In business, the recipe is close to
the one in sports. If you want to be
the best, you have to work very
hard, but also to adapt to daily
needs, to have very good quality
products at a competitive price. In
short, this was our recipe for per-
formance. Sure, Hidroelectrica,
starting last year, from July 12,
when the most successful listing on
the Bucharest Stock Exchange was
achieved, is the most valuable com-
pany in Romania, quoted some-
where between 11.5 - 12 billion
euros, depending on share price.
The impact this listing had on the
capital market in Romania was ex-
tremely important. Today, 18% of
the BSE stock index is influenced by
Hidroelectrica shares, which is ex-
traordinary for our company. But
returning to the supply market, we -
being the largest producer of elec-
tricity in the country, 30% of Roma-
nia’s electricity being produced by
the company Hidroelectrica, and
remember, green energy, from
hydro sources - have decided, two
and a half years ago, to enter the
retail market, as they say, that is,
directly for home consumers, where
our offers are very good. It's true,
being at the beginning, there where
some problems billing problems, »

continue on page 48



Fost ministru al
Comunicatiilor si
Tehnologiei Informatiei,
Kdroly Borbély este in
prezent presedintele
Directoratului Hidro-
electrica, pentru care a
realizat anul trecut cea
mai importantd tran-
zactie bursierd din Eu-
ropa si a treia din lume,
prin listarea a 20% din
cea mai valoroasd com-
panie roméneascd.

Cu o vasta experientd in
afaceri guvernamentale,
afaceri corporative si
publice, management de
proiecte IPO, dezvoltare
de afaceri si CSR, Kdroly
Borhély este si practi-
cant de Ironman.
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)} lumea sa aducem, sa zic asa, glorie
Romaniei pe piata de capital, pentru ca
nimeni nu se astepta sa fie un astfel de
succes. Practic, tranzactia de 1,9 mili-
arde de euro de anul trecut, pentru cei
20% din participatia vanduta de Fondul
proprietatea a fost, la momentul re-
spectiv, cea mai mare din Europa si a
treia la nivel mondial, si a si ramas pe
aceasta pozitie pe parcursul intregului
an, asa ca e un eveniment de mandrie
pentru noi, si bineinteles ca este in
aceeasi nota cu sloganul Team Roma-
nia, pentru ca a fost o munca de
echipa, si a fost o munca extraordinara,
pe care impreuna cu colegii mei si cu
consultantii am reusit sa o ducem pana
la capat. Am fost, daca vreti o compara-
tie, ca lordanescu la Sevilla, si pe banca,
sin teren, ha, ha ha!

- Valorile care v-au adus succesul si dupd
care se si ghideazd compania, in general,
mi se par similare, aproape suprapuse
peste cele promovate de COSR: perfor-
mantd, integritate, responsabilitate so-
ciald, creativitate, spirit de echipd? Oare
aceastd apropiere a stat si la baza de-
ciziei de a fi aldturi de Team Romania?

- Au fost mai multe motive pentru care
ne-am alaturat celor care sustin echipa
olimpica a Romaniei. Bineinteles ca cea
mai mare companie a tarii este obli-
gata moral sa dea ceva Thapoi societatii,
adica activitatile noastre pe parte de re-
sponsabilitate sociala sunt foarte im-
portante, iar daca ne uitam la Team
Romania, la spiritul olimpic, la valorile
olimpismului si la valorile Hidroelec-
trica sigur ca putem face foarte multe
paralele. Chiar daca ne-am alaturat la
final de ciclu olimpic este un inceput de
colaborare foarte interesanta, si ne
dorim sa sprijinim si pregdtirea pentru
ciclul olimpic urmator. Pentru noi este
0 mandrie sa fim parteneri ai Comite-
tului Olimpic si Sportiv Roman. Vom ur-
mari cu sufletul la gura participarea
sportivilor romani la Jocurile Olimpice
de la Paris, dar si la cele de la Los Ange-
les din 2028, pentru cd, asa cum am
spus, ramanem in continuare alaturi de
sportivi, pentru ca ne dorim sa con-
tribuim cat mai mult la dezvoltarea
sportului in Romania.

- Miscarea Olimpicd Internationald este o
promotoare activa a sustenabilitdtii, a
protejdrii mediului, dezvoltdnd programe
privind reducerea emisiei de carbon, prin
folosirea energiei verzi, sau programe de

Jfollowing from page 46

D but these will be solved as well. In-
vestments in the IT system have not
yet been completed, but they are
nearing completion, and then it will
be much easier for us.

- But even so, many Romanians
trusted and chose Hidroelectrica
as the energy supplier in their
homes.

- Yes, and in this way | would like to
thank those who trusted our com-
pany and are our customers. | also
thank those on the business mar-
ket, where we have been the largest
seller of electricity for a long time.
So, to close the topic in sports
terms, we are on the podium all the
time, at "households" not yet in
first place, but we are close, which
is fantastic for us, | could say.

- At the most important moment
of the Hidroelectrica company, i.e.
the listing on the stock exchange,
you made an important contribu-
tion. If we were to compare with
the sports world, what role did
you play, as a player or as a
coach?

- It's not easy to choose. | have
been a member of the company's
supervisory board for the past 6
years, since August 2017, | was the
chairman of the listing committee, |
helped my colleagues a lot, | was a
team of 10-12 people who actually
contributed to achieving the historic
success on the Bucharest Stock Ex-
change. It is a pride for everyone to
bring, so to speak, glory to Romania
on the capital market, because no
one expected it to be such a suc-
cess. Practically, last year's transac-
tion of 1.9 billion euros, for the 20%
of the stake sold by the Property
Fund, was, at the time, the largest
in Europe and the third worldwide,
and has remained this position
throughout the whole year, so it's a
proud event for us, and of course
it's on the same note as the Team
Romania slogan, because it was
teamwork, and it was extraordinary
work, which together with col-
leagues me and the consultants
managed to get it to the end. | was,
if you want a comparison, like
lorddnescu in Sevilla, both on the
bench and in the field, ha ha ha!

- The values that brought you suc-
cess and by which the company is
guided, in general, seem similar to
me, almost overlapping those pro-
moted by ROSC: performance, in- Db

reciclare si reintroducere in circuitul eco-
nomic al deseurilor. In ce mdsurd credeti
cd ajutad astfel de initiative atingerea tin-
telor pe care si noi, ca tard, dar si Uni-
unea Europeand si le-a propus?

- Noi suntem o companie 100% verde,
care ne dorim sa contribuim cat mai
mult la un mediu sanatos, sa con-
tribuim cat mai mult la cresterea
sanatatii populatiei, iar pe partea de
educatie sa lansam niste mesaje im-
portante, cum ar fi acela ca toti cei care
participa la Jocurile Olimpice au pornit
de la a face miscare pentru sandtate,
pentru dezvoltarea armonioasa. Si asa
ajungem la sportul de masa, care este
baza piramidei pentru sportul de per-
formanta. lar acest mesaj trebuie cu
atat mai mult promovat, cu cat vedem
¢, In ultimii ani, ca urmare a aparitiei
tehnologiilor moderne, tinerii sunt mai
degraba atrasi de lumea virtuala decat
de un teren de sport din cartier sau din
curtea scolii.

Pe de alta parte, eu cred ca si prin
mesajele pe care si noi le dam mai de-
parte, atat in cadrul companiei, prin co-
municdrile noastre interne, cat siin
afara companiei, prin activitatile pe
care le desfasuram ca producatori de
energie verde, trebuie sa contribuim la
constientizarea necesitatii de a dez-
volta o economie sustenabila. Astfel,
vrem sa transmitem mesaje de incura-
jare atat angajatilor, cat si stakehol-
derilor cu care interactionam si sa
subliniem ca scopul implicarii noastre
n sustinerea sportului este acela de a
aduce un plus atat pentru sanatate, cat
si pentru calitatea vietii, in general.

- Spuneati de tineri, cd tehnologia ii tine
departe de sport. Dar cum am putea im-
pdca si una, si alta, cdci totusi fard
tehnologie nu se poate. Cine ar trebui s
stabileascd mdsura optimd in care copiii
sd foloseasca tehnologia, dar sd nici nu
abandoneze miscarea in aer liber?

- Partea de educatie este foarte impor-
tanta, iar aici familiile joaca un rol esen-
tial. Parintii sunt cei care le deschid
ochii copiilor catre educatie si catre
drumulin viata. Sigur ca trebuie sa
avem capacitatea sa folosim tehnolo-
gia, dar intr-un timp limitat, pentru ca
obligatoriu trebuie sa avem in agenda
si miscarea. Adica sa stim ca trebuie sa
ne facem timp si pentru Educatia Fizica,
asa cum era pe vremuri. Este baza unei
natiuni sanatoase si este baza dez-»



1) voltarii armonioase a acelor copii care
mai tarziu s-ar putea indrepta si catre
sportul de performanta. Daca baza pi-
ramidei, cum spuneam, este mare, ne
cresc sansele sa avem mai multe var-
furi la nivel olimpic si mondial.

- Credeti cd trebuie sad fie rodul initiativei
private sau Statul ar trebui sd se ocupe
de politicile din sport si de resuscitarea
cluburilor sportive scolare care au fost
oarecum abandonate?

- Este clar ca rolul de a defini strategia
este al Guvernului, al ministerelor, pen-
tru ca ei se ocupa de strategiile pe ter-
men lung, si pun accent pe lung,
pentru ca eu cred ca noi aici suferim, si
nu doar n sport, pentru ca si in dome-
niul energetic, si in educatie se schimba
lucrurile foarte, foarte des, si nu e ok.
Daca am avea mai multa predictibili-
tate, mai multa siguranta, mai multa
stabilitate si o strategie pe termen lung,
vom vedea ca apar si rezultatele. Daca
ne uitam si la finantare, o sa vedeti ca
se cheltuie destul de mult, doar cg, din
punctul meu de vedere, am putea fi
mai eficienti. Desigur, si privatul are
rolul lui, pentru ca nu se poate face
sport fara el, asa ca e nevoie de echipa
aici: statul, cu strategia si cu directiile
pe termen lung, iar privatul sa sustina
activitatile acolo unde vede ca poate sa
intervina si sa dea o mana de ajutor.
De fapt, eu cred ca acesta este si rolul
companiilor de stat profitabile: sa dea
ceva inapoi societatii si sa sustina prin-
cipalele organizatii care dezvolta
sportul romanesc si care reprezinta
sportul la nivel mondial, si cred ca ast-
fel, printr-o continuitate pe toate pla-
nurile, se poate ajunge la performanta.
Dar nu se poate face performanta fara
copii, fara tineri, fara masa de partici-
panti, cum nici fara fonduri si fara baze
sportive. Vedem ca sunt, de ani buni,
investitii in stadioane, in bazine, chiar si
in orasele mai micute. Eu sunt nascut la
Hunedoara si am crescut in acea pe-
rioada in care Combinatul eraintr-o
mare dezvoltare, si se facea sport pe
toate directiile: aveam echipa de fotbal
Corvinul, aveam piscing, care si acum
functioneaza. Chiar am fost de curand
acasa si am fost la bazin, unde am
vazut ca arata ca acum 20-23 de ani,
dar era intretinut, si m-am bucurat sa
vad c& a ramas traditia. in toate orasele
din tara asta unde a fost traditie la
handbal, la fotbal, la popice, la atletism
au reusit cu greu sa mai pastreze anu-

»» tegrity, social responsibility, cre-
ativity, team spirit? Was this close-
ness the basis of the decision to be
with Team Romania?

-There were several reasons why
we joined those who support the
Romanian Olympic team. Of
course, the country's largest com-
pany is morally obliged to give
something back to society, that is,
our social responsibility activities
are very important, and if we look
at Team Romania, the Olympic
spirit, the values of Olympism and
the values of Hidroelectrica, it is
certain that we can draw many
parallels. Even though we joined at
the end of the Olympic cycle, it is
the beginning of a very interesting
collaboration, and we want to sup-
port the preparation for the next
Olympic cycle. We are proud to be
partners of the Romanian Olympic
and Sports Committee. We will fol-
low with all our hearts the partici-
pation of Romanian athletes at the
Olympic Games in Paris, but also at
those in Los Angeles in 2028, be-
cause, as | said, we remain with the
athletes, because we want to con-
tribute as much as possible much
to the development of sport in Ro-
mania.

- The International Olympic Move-
ment is an active promoter of sus-
tainability and environmental
protection, developing programs
to reduce carbon emissions,
through the use of green energy,
or programs to recycle and rein-
troduce waste into the economic
cycle. To what extent do you think
that such initiatives help to reach
the targets that we, as a country,
but also the European Union have
proposed?

- We are a 100% green company,
which wants to contribute as much
as possible to a healthy environ-
ment, to contribute as much as
possible to increasing the health of
the population, and on the educa-
tion side to launch some important
messages, such as that all those
who participate in the Olympic
Games started from exercising for
health, for harmonious develop-
ment. And so we arrive at mass
sport, which is the base of the pyra-
mid for performance sport. And
this message must be promoted all
the more, as we see that, in recent
years, as a result of the emergence
of modern technologies, young
people are more attracted to the
virtual world than to a sports field DD

continue on page 50

mite sectii, care inca mai functioneaza,
fie cu ajutorul primariei, fie cu ajutor
din partea privatului. Ba, mai mult,
vedem cd, mai ales la sporturile indivi-
duale, parintii au preluat o mare parte
din finantarea copiilor pentru a putea
face performanta. Majoritatea pun ac-
cent numai pe scoala, cursuri, medi-
tatii, considerand ca sportul e o
pierdere de timp. Alti parinti insa au
grija si de sanatatea fizica a copiilor, iar
sportul te face, cu sigurantd, mai sana-
tos.

- Dupd cum spune si dictonul antic “mens
sana in corpore sano”. Degeaba esti
destept, dacd nu esti si sandtos, nu?

- E foarte important acest echilibru.
Daca avem timp de miscare si daca
avem timp pentru un stil de viata sana-
tos, adica sa avem un program echili-
brat, sa avem grija sa iesim si la aer
pentru miscare, sa avem grija la ce
mancam, cu siguranta beneficiile sunt
foarte mari. Noi, inclusiv in cadrul com-
paniei, sustinem acest demers sap-
tamanal. lesim, intre noi, colegii, la
fotbal, la alergat, avem competitii intre
sucursale...

- Dar tin colegii pasul cu CEO-ul, care
participd la curse de Ironman?

- Alearga fiecare cum poate, important
e sa ne simtim bine. Avem oricum baieti
foarte buni care joaca tenis de camp,
tenis de masa, avem foarte buni inota-
tori, recent am lansat un program foarte
interesant cu Federatia Romana de Sah,
dedicat copiilor, si l-am promovatin
scoli. Au si fost la noi cativa si am jucat
impreuna. Mi-a placut foarte mult de ei!
in rest, tine de fiecare cata disponibili-
tate si cata determinare are sa faca
sport. Important este sa se ridice de pe
scaune. Cine se incumeta sa faca Iron-
man e bine-venit alaturi de mine.

- Pentru unii e o noutate, poate chiar o
surprizd faptul cd nu sunteti doar un iu-
bitor de sport, ci chiar un practicant. Si
nu asa un practicant de miscare in timpul
liber, ci am putea spune cd sunteti un...
superatlet! Aceste curse de Ironman de
care am pomenit este, sd spunem pentru
ceri nefamiliarizati, un triatlon care com-
bind 3,8 km de inot, o distantd de 180,2
km de parcurs cu bicicleta si apoi, ime-
diat, un marathon, 42,2 km de alergare!
Cum ati ajuns la asemenea performanta,
si cum de sunteti att de rezistent? 1))
continuare in pagina 50

49



50

urmare din pagina 49

- Eu toatd viata mea am facut sport, iar
n grupul de prieteni in care eram
faceau mai multi Ironman. Si ei mi-au
zis: hai, nu mai alerga singur prin pa-
dure, hai cu noi. Dar eu nu stiam sa
not deloc. Asa ca mi-am petrecut
multe ore la bazin. Nu exista obstacole
n viata, altele decat cele pe care tile
pui singur. Asa ca am depasit aceasta
prima bariera, iar acum am doua astfel
de curse terminate cu succes, unain
Estonia, iar alta in Danemarca. Sunt,
cum se spune, finisher de Ironman,
caci foarte multi concurenti nu rezista
pana la final. Dar ai putea reprosa
cuiva ca nu e finisher? Ai putea spune
€a nu e pregatit dupa ce ruleaza
aproape 200 km pe bicicleta, venit
dupa aproape 4 km de Tnot si s-ar opri,
sa spunem, dupa 30 de km de aler-
gare?

- E adevdrat, aici se depdsesc foarte
multe limite, nici nu ne ddm seama de ce
e capabil corpul nostru dacd punem la
un loc fortd si vointd, determinare...

- ... dar si stiinta, in aceeasi masura.
Toate lucrurile astea trebuie facute cu
cap, folosind tehnologia, pentru a
vedea exact cum raspunde corpul la
efort, astfel incat sa poti ajusta antre-
namentele pentru a doza exact ceea ce
ai de facut. In concurs insa este cu totul
altfel, caci tot timpul se schimba ceva.
Ori apa este mult mai rece, ori este mai
frig afara, ori nu te simti foarte bine in
ziua respectiva, si de aceea foarte im-
portanta este adaptarea rapida la
conditiile de concurs. n plus, trebuie sa
ai foarte mare grija la alimentatie, la re-
cuperare. Daca nu respecti cu mare
strictete programul, vei vedea ca ime-
diat esti afectat din punct de vedere
fizic. Dar dincolo de fizic, mentalul este
o provocare fantastica intr-o cursa de
[ronman.

- Este evident cd acest exercitiu de vointd,
in primul rénd, va ajutd in activitatea
profesionald.

- Ma ajuta foarte mult, da, pentru ca
ma pot relaxa. Acea determinare din
sport te ajuta si in viata de zi cu zi, in-
clusiv la job, pentru ca stii ca daca te
pregatesti foarte bine atunci poti sa ai
rezultate, siiti da si o incredere foarte
mare, pentru ca daca treci prin niste
momente extrem de grele te intaresti si
iti cresti increderea de sine foarte mult,

following from page 49

DD in the neighborhood or in the

school yard.

On the other hand, | believe that
through the messages we also pass
on, both within the company,
through our internal communica-
tions, and outside the company,
through the activities we carry out
as green energy producers, we
must we contribute to the aware-
ness of the need to develop a sus-
tainable economy. Thus, we want to
send messages of encouragement
both to the employees and to the
stakeholders with whom we inter-
act, and to emphasize that the pur-
pose of our involvement in
supporting sports is to bring an in-
crease both for health and for the
quality of life, in general.

- Young people say that technol-
ogy keeps them away from sports.
But how could we reconcile one
and the other, because it is still
impossible without technology.
Who should determine the opti-
mal extent to which children
should use technology, but not
abandon outdoor movement?

- The education part is very impor-
tant, and here families play an es-
sential role. Parents are the ones
who open their children's eyes to
education and to the path in life.
Of course, we must have the ability
to use technology, but in a limited
time, because we must also have
movement on the agenda. That is,
to know that we must also make
time for Physical Education, as it
was in the old days. It is the basis
of a healthy nation and it is the
basis of the harmonious develop-
ment of those children who may
later turn to performance sports. If
the base of the pyramid, as | said,
is large, our chances of having
more peaks at the Olympic and
world level increase.

- Do you think it must be the fruit
of private initiative or should the
State deal with sports policies and
the resuscitation of school sports
clubs that have been somewhat
abandoned?

- It is clear that the role of defining
the strategy belongs to the Govern-
ment, to the ministries, because
they deal with long-term strategies,
and they emphasize the long-term,
because | believe that we are suf-
fering here, and not only in sports,
because also in the energy field,
and in education, things change
very, very often, and it's not ok. If
we had more predictability, more DdDD

mai ales ca Tncepi de jos, iar munca de
jos e munca de jos. Trebuie sa stii ca nu
exista minuni, doar disciplina, perseve-
renta si foarte multa munca. Chiar si
foarte multi colegi de-ai mei cu care
mai discut, si carora le transmit din ex-
perienta mea, sunt foarte incantati de
aceste etape. Inclusiv la sedintele pe
care le avem in team building-uri, pe
parte motivationald, functioneaza
foarte bine aceste povesti din expe-
rienta mea reala. Deci, pentru mine,
sportul este esential pentru desfasu-
rarea unei activitati profesionale de cal-
itate. In fiecare zi ma lupt sa imi fac cele
45 de minute de antrenament, fie ca le
fac laTnceputul zilei, foarte devreme,
fie ca le fac dupa program, ca un antre-
nament de relaxare. Trebuie sa ma oxi-
genez si sa ma relaxez, pentru ca altfel
nu pot sa... livrez performanta.

- Deci, un manager de top are ce impru-
muta din sport pentru a putea obtine
performante in domeniul pe care il con-
duce, indiferent care ar fi acesta.

- Un manager de top este In primul
rand un leader care le transmite
colegilor lui energie pozitiva, transmite
niste mesaje foarte puternice si niste
valori foarte sanatoase pentru marea
performanta, iar marea performanta
inseamna ca, atunci cand conduci un
colectiv care se alimenteaza din ener-
gia ta, trebuie sa poti oferi niste directii
si niste valori care sa li stimuleze si pe
ei sa isi doreasca mai mult de la ei
nsisi. Intr-o companie, dezvoltarea cul-
turii organizationale este foarte impor-
tanta, si acolo trebuie muncit foarte
mult. Degeaba ai un sef bun, daca nu
are capacitatea sa transmita mesajele,
pentru ca performanta are de suferit.
Si este valabil peste tot, inclusiv in
sport. Daca scapi de acest “nu se
poate” si cauti mereu calea cea bung,
cauti noi solutii, nu ai cum sa nu
evoluezi. lar un lucru foarte important
e acela ca nu e cazul sa ne speriem de
greseli, pentru ca din ele invatam
foarte mult. Este chiar foarte bine sa
gresim, pentru cd asa ne descoperim
limitele si putem lucra cu acestea pen-
tru a ni le impinge din ce in ce mai de-
parte. Toate acestea, da, le intalnim si
in sportul de performanta, le intalnim
la marii campioni.

- Ultimele doua editii ale Jocurilor
Olimpice nu au adus multe medalii 1))



M) Romaniei. Nu atat de multe ca in trecutul
mai indepdrtat. Ce credeti cd s-a intdm-
plat, dar mai ales ce credeti cé ar putea fi
facut pentru a redeveni o fortd in sportul
mondial. Oare va mai fi posibil? Cum?

- Eu m-am nascut cu o saptamana
dupa succesul istoric de la Montreal al
Nadiei Comaneci, deci am prins acea
perioada in care sportul romanesc
reprezenta ceva la nivel mondial. Apoi,
in 1986, la Los Angeles, cred ca am avut
cele mai multe medalii, peste 50. Acum,
de doua editii, doar 4 medalii am reusit
sa aducem de la Jocurile Olimpice, ceea
ce este mai mult decat un semnal de
alarma. De aceea ma intorc la strategia
pe termen lung, despre care spuneam
ca ne lipseste. Totul pleaca de la edu-
catia copiilor de acasa, unde ei trebuie
sa vada ca sportul este un lucru impor-
tant. Pentru asta, trebuie sa Incurajam
sportul de masa, trebuie organizate cat
mai multe competitii la nivel local, pen-
tru toate categoriile. Acesta este mo-
torul! Deci, plecam de la societate si
ajungem la companii, care trebuie
atrase sa sustind sportul, sub orice
forma si la orice nivel. Si, in felul acesta,
eu zic ca in cativa ani o sa vedem si
rezultate. De pe o zi pe alta nu se
poate. Trebuie sa avem rabdare si sa
fim perseverenti. Avem un popor talen-
tat, dar trebuie sa ne mobilizam si sa
ne ajutam sportivii, inclusiv pe parte
tehnologica. In afara se vede clar avan-
sul sustinut prin tehnologie.

- Dacd am vorbi putin despre infrastruc-
turd, o componenta deloc strdind de
Hidroelectrica - mai ales cd si-a si propus
modernizarea sau dezvoltarea de noi ca-
pacitdti de productie -, in sport credeti ca
se poate performantad fard infrastructura
moderna? Pare ca suntem intr-un cerc vi-
cios, nu facem baze sportive noi pentru
cd pare cd nu mai avem pentru cine, iar
pe de altd parte nu apar vérfuri in sport
pentru cd nu au unde se antrena...

- Intr-adevar, toate sunt legate intre
ele. Statul trebuie sa isi asume roluri
foarte importante. Este foarte impor-
tant sa construim, dar la fel de impor-
tant este sa le si intretinem cum
trebuie. Evident, aceste baze materiale
trebuie sa fie si folosite pentru dez-
voltarea sportului. Deci, fiecare cu rolul
lui: Statul sa construiasca, administrati-
ile locale sa intretina, iar miscarea
sportiva sa le exploateze, pentru ca
aceasta este cea care genereaza activi-

DD safety, more stability and a long-
term strategy, we would see the re-
sults. If we also look at the
financing, you will see that quite a
lot is being spent, but, from my
point of view, we could be more ef-
ficient. Of course, the private sector
also has its role, because you can't
do sport without it, so a team is
needed here: the state, with the
strategy and long-term directions,
and the private sector to support
the activities where it sees that it
can intervene and to lend a helping
hand. In fact, | believe that this is
also the role of profitable state
companies: to give something back
to society and to support the main
organizations that develop Roman-
ian sport and that represent sport
worldwide, and | believe that in this
way, through continuity on all lev-
els, performance can be reached.
But a performance cannot be done
without children, without young
people, without the mass of partici-
pants, as well as without funds and
without sports bases. We see that
there are, for many years, invest-
ments in stadiums, in pools, even in
smaller cities. | was born in Hune-
doara and | grew up in that period
when the Combine was in great de-
velopment, and sports were played
in all directions: we had the Corv-
inul football team, we had a swim-
ming pool, which is still working. |
actually recently went home and
went to the pool, where | saw that
it looked like it did 20-23 years ago,
but it was maintained, and | was
glad to see that the tradition re-
mained. In all the cities in this
country where there was a tradition
of handball, football, nine-pin
bowling, and athletics, they have
hardly managed to keep certain de-
partments, which are still function-
ing, either with the help of the
mayor's office or with help from
the private sector. Well, moreover,
we see that, especially in individual
sports, parents have taken over a
large part of the financing of the
children in order to be able to per-
form. Most of them focus only on
school, classes, meditations, con-
sidering sports to be a waste of
time. Other parents, however, also
take care of their children's physi-
cal health, and sports certainly
make you healthier.

- As the ancient saying says "mens
sana in corpore sano". You're
smart for nothing if you're not
healthy, right?

-This balance is very important. If
we have time to exercise and if we
have time for a healthy lifestyle, pppd»

continue on page 52

tate sportiva. Apropo de Hidroelec-
trica, da, noi am inteles rolul investiti-
ilor pentru dezvoltare si am investit
foarte multin hidrocentralele noastre
pe care le avem in functiune, pentru a
creste durata de functionare a echipa-
mentelor. Asa am ajuns la performanta
de a fi principalul pilon de productie a
energiei electrice din tara. Asa ca, da,
fara ca initial sa investesti nu poti
obtine performanta.

- Sd presupunem cd n-ati avea timp sd
urmadariti toate evolutiile alor nostri din
arenele olimpice de la Paris, si ar trebui
sd alegeti trei discipline, care ar fi acelea
si de ce?

- O sdincerc sa urmaresc participarea
tuturor echipelor romanesti, dar cu si-
guranta stiu ca nu voi rata atletismul,
sportul rege, care este de interes
oricum pentru tot Mapamondul, o sa
ma uit cu siguranta la tenis, 0 sa ma uit
cu siguranta la inot. Si, bineinteles, pe
langa acestea trei, sigur imi voi face
timp si pentru sporturile cu traditie,
unde si putem obtine medalii: caiac-
canoe sj canotaj. Le tinem pumnii tu-
turor.

- Dacd, dupd toate indicatiile, reco-
mandarile, sfaturile pe care le vor primi
sportivii romani de la antrenori, de la
staff-ul medical si de la oamenii de sport
din COSR, ar mai trebui s addugati ceva,
ce le-ati spune componentilor Team Ro-
mania care ne vor reprezenta la Jocurile
Olimpice de la Paris?

- Cred ca cel mai important este sa fie
mandri ca reprezintd Romania la
Jocurile Olimpice si ca sunt convins ca
milioane de romani stau cu sufletul la
gura sa vada evolutia si performanta
lor. Ma uitam de curénd la un meci al
Simonei Halep. Toata lumea a stat cu
ochii in televizor, pentru ca este un sim-
bol al Romaniei si ne-a lipsit multa
vreme de la competitii. De aceea cred
ca cel mai important pentru un sportiv,
mai important poate si decat perfor-
manta in sine, este sa isi reprezinte tara
la o competitie olimpicd, unde se intal-
neste cu cei mai buni sportivi din toata
lumea. De altfel, una dintre valorile
olimpismului este ca, fara discriminare,
toata lumea sa participe la sport. lar
daca ajungi sa primesti si medalie si sa
ti se cante Imnul ce poate fi mai fru-
mos? Hai, Roméania! B
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ule, to take care and go out for ex-
ercise, to take care of what we eat,
the benefits are certainly very
great. We, including within the
company, support this weekly ap-
proach. We go out, among our col-
leagues, to football, to running, we
have competitions between
branches...

- But do the colleagues keep up
with the CEO, who participates in
Ironman races?

- Everyone runs as best as they
can, it's important to feel good.
Anyway, we have very good boys
playing field tennis, table tennis, we
have very good swimmers, we re-
cently launched a very interesting
program with the Romanian Chess
Federation, dedicated to children,
and we promoted it in schools.
Some of them came to us and we
played together. | really liked them!
Otherwise, it depends on everyone
how much availability and how
much determination they have to
do sports. The important thing is to
get up from the chairs. Whoever
dares to do Ironman is welcome
with me.

- For some it is a novelty, maybe
even a surprise, that you are not
only a sports lover, but even a
practitioner. And not so much a
practitioner of movement in your
free time, but we could say that
you are a... superathlete! This
Ironman race | mentioned is, let's
say for the uninitiated, a triathlon
that combines a 3.8km swim, a
180.2km bike ride and then imme-
diately a marathon, 42.2km run-
ning! How did you achieve such a
feat, and how are you so resilient?

- I've been doing sports all my life,
and in the group of friends | was in
there were several [ronman ath-
letes. And they said to me: come
on, stop running alone through the
forest, come with us. But | didn't
know how to swim at all. So | spent
many hours at the pool. There are
no obstacles in life other than the
ones you make yourself. So |
passed this first barrier, and now |
have two such races successfully
completed, one in Estonia and one
in Denmark. | am, as they say, an
Ironman finisher, because many
competitors do not last until the
end. But could you blame someone
for not being a finisher? Could you
tell he's not ready after cycling al-
most 200km, coming off almost
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4km of swimming and stopping
after say 30km of running?

- It's true, many limits are ex-
ceeded here, we don't even realize
what our body is capable of if we
put together strength and will, de-
termination...

- ... but also science, to the same
extent. All of these things must be
done with your head, using tech-
nology to see exactly how your
body responds to exercise, so you
can adjust your workouts to dose
exactly what you have to do. In the
contest, however, it is completely
different, because something
changes all the time. Either the
water is much colder, or it's colder
outside, or you don't feel very well
that day, and that's why it's very
important to quickly adapt to the
competition conditions. In addition,
you have to be very careful about
nutrition, recovery. If you don't fol-
low the schedule very strictly, you
will see that you are immediately
affected physically. But beyond the
physical, the mental is a fantastic
challenge in an Ironman race.

- It is obvious that this exercise of
will, first of all, helps you in your
professional activity.

- It helps me a lot, yes, because |
can relax. That determination from
sports also helps you in your every-
day life, including at work, because
you know that if you prepare very
well then you can get results, and it
also gives you a lot of confidence,
because if you go through some ex-
tremely hard work strengthens you
and increases your self-confidence
a lot, especially since you start
from the bottom, and the bottom
Job is the bottom job. You must
know that there are no miracles,
only discipline, perseverance and a
lot of work. Even many of my col-
leagues with whom | still talk, and
to whom | pass on my experience,
are very excited about these stages.
Including in the meetings we have
in team building, on the motiva-
tional side, these stories from my
real experience work very well. So,
for me, sport is essential for carry-
ing out a quality professional activ-
ity. Every day I struggle to get my 45
minutes of exercise in, whether | do
it at the beginning of the day, very
early, or after hours, as a relax-
ation workout. | have to oxygenate
and relax, because otherwise |
can't... deliver performance.

- So, a top manager has some-
thing to borrow from sports to be
able to achieve performance in
the field he manages, no matter
what it is.

-A top manager is first of all a
leader who transmits positive en-
ergy to his colleagues, transmits
some very strong messages and
some very healthy values for high
performance, and high perform-
ance means that, when you lead a
team that feeds on your energy,
you need to be able to provide
some direction and some values
that will stimulate them to want
more from themselves. In a com-
pany, the development of the orga-
nizational culture is very important,
and a lot of work has to be done
there. You have a good boss for
nothing if he doesn't have the abil-
ity to deliver the messages, because
performance suffers. And it's true
everywhere, including sports. If you
get rid of this "it's not possible” and
always look for the right way, look
for new solutions, you can't help
but evolve. And a very important
thing is that we should not be
afraid of mistakes, because we
learn a lot from them. It's really
good to make mistakes, because
that's how we discover our limits
and can work with them to push
them further and further. All this,
yes, we also meet in performance
sports, in great champions.

- The last two editions of the
Olympic Games did not bring
many medals to Romania. Not as
many as in the more distant past.
What do you think happened, but
mostly what do you think could be
done to become a force in world
sport again. Will it still be possi-
ble? How?

- I was born a week after Nadia
Comdneca’s historic success in
Montreal, so | caught that period
when Romanian sport represented
something at the world level. Then
in 1986 in Los Angeles, | think we
had the most medals, over 50. Now,
for two editions, we have only man-
aged to bring 4 medals from the
Olympic Games, which is more
than a wake-up call. That is why |
return to the long-term strategy,
which | said we lack. Everything
starts from the education of the
children at home, where they must
see that sport is an important
thing. For this, we must encourage
grassroots sports, as many compe-

titions as possible must be organ- P»»ID



WD ized at the local level, for all cate-

gories. This is the engine! So we
start from society and come to
companies, which must be at-
tracted to support sport, in any
form and at any level. And, in this
way, | say that in a few years we
will also see results. It is not possi-
ble from one day to another. We
must be patient and persevere. We
have talented people, but we need
to mobilize and help our athletes,
including on the technological side.
Outside, the advance supported by
technology is clearly visible.

- If we were to talk a little about
infrastructure, a component that
is not foreign to Hidroelectrica -
especially since it has proposed
the modernization or develop-
ment of new production capaci-
ties -, in sports do you think it is
possible to perform without mod-
ern infrastructure? It seems that
we are in a vicious circle, we do
not make new sports bases be-
cause it seems that we no longer
have anyone for them, and on the
other hand, peaks do not appear
in sports because they have
nowhere to train...

-Indeed, they are all connected. The
state must assume very important
roles. It is very important to build,
but it is equally important to main-
tain them properly. Obviously,
these material bases must also be
used for the development of sport.
So, each with its role: the State to
build, the local administrations to
maintain, and the sports move-
ment to exploit them, because this
is what generates sports activity.
Speaking of Hidroelectrica, yes, we
understood the role of investments
for development and invested a lot
in our hydro plants that we have in
operation, to increase the operat-
ing life of the equipment. This is
how we reached the achievement of
being the main electricity produc-
tion pillar in the country. So, yes,
without initially investing you can-
not achieve performance.

- Suppose you didn't have time to
follow all our developments in the
Olympic arenas in Paris, and you
had to choose three disciplines,
which would they be and why?

- [ will try to follow the participa-
tion of all the Romanian teams, but
I know for sure that I will not miss
athletics, the king sport, which is of
interest to the whole world anyway,
I will definitely watch tennis, | will
definitely watch at swimming. And,
of course, in addition to these

three, | will certainly make time for
traditional sports, where we can get
medals: kayak-canoeing and row-
ing. We keep our fingers crossed for
everyone.

- If, after all the indications, rec-
ommendations, advice that the
Romanian athletes will receive
from the coaches, from the med-
ical staff and from the sports peo-
ple from ROSC, you should add
something, what would you say to
the Team members Romania who
will represent us at the Olympic
Games in Paris?

- | think that the most important
thing is to be proud of representing
Romania at the Olympic Games
and that | am convinced that mil-

lions of Romanians are eagerly
waiting to see their evolution and
performance. | was recently watch-
ing a Simona Halep match. Every-
one kept their eyes on the TV,
because it is a symbol of Romania
and we missed the competitions for
a long time. That's why | think that
the most important thing for an
athlete, even more important than
the performance itself, is to repre-
sent his country at an Olympic
competition, where he meets the
best athletes from all over the
world. Besides, one of the values of
Olympism is that, without discrimi-
nation, everyone can participate in
sports. And if you get to receive a
medal and have the National An-
them sung, what could be more
beautiful? Go Romania! W
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BLAZONUL S|
SPECTACOLUL
CANOTAJULUI

CU 8 MEDALII, DINTRE CARE 4 DE AUR, SPORTIVII ROMANI S-AU
CLASAT PE LOCUL AL DOILEA PE NATIUNI DUPA MAREA BRITANIE

de ALINA ALEXOI

foto: FRC / BALINT CZUCZ

Spectacolul de la Szeged i-a avut
din nou la rampa pe canotorii
tricolori. Romanii au dominat
Campionatele Europene din Un-
garia si au lasat sa se intrevada
potentialul pentru Jocurile
Olimpice de la Paris.

Antonio Colamonici a fost cu
ochii pe sportivii sdi, pregdtirea e
in curs, varful de formd va fi cu
sigurantd atins la Jocuri. La
Szeged, s-au testat in compania
rivalilor, au primit niste raspun-
suri, reprezentatia finala va de-
finitiva un ciclu olimpic in care
canotorii au umplut barcile de
medalii.

Serpasii olimpici au fost langa
sportivi. Antonio Colamonici i-a
avut aldturi pe Dorin Alupei,
Marcus Despina, Cosmin Bogus,
Ciprian Atomei, Sorin Bahranel,
Vera Cochela, Doina Ignat.
Fiecare cu barcile lui si toti im-
preund pentru Team Romania.
Cea mai titratd canotoare a
lumii, Elisabeta Lipa, si Sandu
Pop, secretar general al Federa-
tiei, le-au fost aldturi sportivilor
si antrenorilor. Fiecare pas din
drumul spre Paris e facut in
echipa.

CONFIRMARE, MUNCA,
INCREDERE

Roxana Anghel si loana
Vrinceanu au dominat proba de
dublu rame si au castigat al
treilea titlu continental consecu-
tiv pentru ele in barca de dublu
rame. Fiecare cursa a fost o
demonstratie de forta si deter-
minare. Nu a mai contat nici
vantul, ploaia sau schimbarea
culoarelor. Doar Camelia Lu-
pascu-Nicoleta Albu au mai
multe medalii castigate la eu-
ropene, 4 de aur consecutive,
decat Roxana si loana. In
aceasta probd, Romania are 18
medalii continentale: 12 de aur, )

M)



)3 de argint si 3 de bronz. Fetele
au dublat succesul cu aurul din
barca de 8+1. Sunt singurele
care s-au intors acasa cu cate
doud medalii de aur.

VICTORIE, SURPRIZA,
SPERANTA

La dublu vasle masculin, Florin
Enache si Andrei Cornea au sur-
prins pe toatd lumea, nu doar pe
romani, pe toti specialistii din
canotaj. Echipajul lor a zburat pe
apa canalului olimpic de la
Szeged. Cu increderea la nivel
maxim, dubloul Enache-Cornea
a castigat medalia de aur. Elisa-
beta Lipd a plans pentru succe-
sul lor. Modul'in care au
dominat finala europeans, au
castigat detasat cursa, a nascut
speranta pentru Paris 2024.
Florin Enache este unul dintre
cei mai puternici, si a purtat
barca aldturi de Andrei aratand
multe rezerve fizice. "Cand Florin
are lumind in ochi, orice este
posibil"", a spus Antonio Colamo-
nici. Aceasta este prima medalie
de aur din istorie pentru Roma-
nia In aceasta probd, tricolorii
mai au 2 medalii castigate, argint
(2018) si bronz (2019). De fiecare
datd, in barca a fost Florin
Enache.

ASTEPTARE, REGASIRE,
CERTITUDINE

lonela Cozmiuc si Gianina van
Groningen au reusit la Szeged o
victorie pe care au asteptat-o de
8 ani. Aurul european a venit
dupa doua titluri mondiale, o
dezamdgire olimpica si o de-
spartire de 2 ani. lonela a rabdat
siaindurat, dar pana la urma a
iesit si soarele pentru barca lor
de dublu vasle categorie usoara.
Gianina s-a Intors mai matura in
barca si determinata sa termine
canotajul la Paris 2024 cu zam-
betul pe chip. lonela il are alaturi
pe Marius, sotul ei, campion
mondial si european, vicecam-
pion olimpic. Fratele, cumnata
sunt si ei medaliati mondiali si
europeni.

Barca lor aluneca diferit de toate
celelalte, siromancele sunt
hotarate sa scrie istorie in 2024,
la Paris. Parintii lonelei au fost In
tribund, la fel si sotul Gianinei,
aldturi de soacra sa, campioana
olimpica Valeria Racila. Gianina
i-a oferit acesteia florile primite
dupa ce au castigat aurul euro-
pean. Este primul titlu continen-
tal pentru Romania in aceastd
probd, cele doua sportive avand
in palmares un bronz castigat in
2020. Paris va fi ultima sansa

pentru fete, proba aceasta va
disparea din programul olimpic
pentru Los Angeles 2028.

FORTA, BLAZON, IMPREUNA

Barca amiral a canotajului roma-
nesc, cea de 8+1 a fetelor, a de-
finitivat opera la Szeged.

Romania a incheiat competitia
continentala cu a 17-a medalie
n aceastd proba. Cursa finala a
avut povestea ej, rivalele din
Marea Britanie au resimtit din
nou "complexul Romania”. Au
rezistat jumadtate de cursd, dar
canotajul adevdrat incepe dupa
prima mie.

Simona Radis - stroc, loana
Vrinceanu, Amalia Beres,
Mdadalina Beres, Maria Lehadi,
Adriana Adam, Roxana Anghel,
Magda Rusu si Victoria Petreanu
au demonstrat ca sunt o forta
atunci cand toate inimile si
ramele bat impreuna. Fetele
noastre au adus a 16-a medalie
de aur Romaniei, cate 8 titluri
castigate consecutiv (2007 -
2014, 2017-2024). O singurd
data Romania a luat bronz, in
2015. La o singurd editie, Roma-
nia a lipsit de pe podium, 2016.
Este cea mai titratd barca din is-
toria canotajului romanesc. 3

continuare in pagina 56

COAT OF ARMS AND ROWING SHOW /
The spectacle at Szeged once again
showcased the prowess of the Roman-
ian rowers. Romanians dominated the
European Championships in Hungary,
hinting at their potential for the Paris
Olympics.

Antonio Colamonici closely watched
over his athletes, knowing that their
peak performance would undoubtedly
be reached at the Games. In Szeged,
they tested themselves against their ri-
vals, receiving some answers; the final
performance will mark the completion
of an Olympic cycle where rowers filled
their boats with medals.

The Olympic Sherpas were alongside
the athletes. Antonio Colamonici had
Dorin Alupei, Marcus Despina, Cosmin
Bogus, Ciprian Atomei, Sorin Bahrdnel,
Vera Cochela, and Doina Ignat by his
side. Each with their boats, all together
for Team Romania.

The world's most decorated rower,
Elisabeta Lipd, and Sandu Pop, the sec-
retary-general of the Federation, stood
by the athletes and coaches. Every step
towards Paris is taken as a team.

CONFIRMATION, WORK, TRUST / Roxana
Anghel and loana Vrinceanu dominated
the double sculls event, winning their
third consecutive continental title in the
double sculls boat. Each race was a dis-
play of strength and determination. Nei-
ther wind, rain, nor lane changes
mattered. Only Camelia Lupascu-Nico-
leta Albu have won more medals at the
European Championships, with four
consecutive golds, than Roxana and
loana. Romania has 18 continental
medals in this event: 12 gold, 3 silver,
and 3 bronze. The girls doubled their
success with gold in the 8+1 boat. They
are the only ones to return home with
two gold medals.

VICTORY, SURPRISE, HOPE / In the men's
double sculls, Florin Enache and Andrei
Cornea surprised everyone, not just Ro-
manians, but all rowing specialists. Their
crew flew over the water of the Szeged
Olympic Canal. With maximum confi-
dence, the Enache-Cornea duo won the

gold medal. Elisabeta Lipd cried for their D

contunued on page 57




urmare din pagina 55

Pe margine la Szeged, cinci cam-
pioane olimpice ale Romaniei la
canotaj le aplaudau: Elisabeta
Lipa, Doina Ignat, Veronica
Cochela, Valeria Rdcila si Angela
Alupel.

STRADUINTA, TENACITATE,
PROMISIUNE

Britanie, dar inaintea Elvetiei.
Dacd ridicau lovitura putin mai
devreme, puteau pune proble-
me britanicilor. Lectia a fost in-
vatata pentru Paris 2024.
Aceasta este a 5-a medalie pen-
tru barca de dublu rame a
Romaniei in istoria europenelor,
2 deaur (2020, 2022), doua de
argint (2019, 2024) si un bronz
(2018).

REGLAJ, UNITATE, MOTIVATIE

La dublu rame masculin, Florin
Lehaci si Florin Arteni au debutat
ca echipaj la 0 mare competitie
cu medalie in aceasta proba. Tri-
coloriii-au avut adversari in fi-
nald pe fratii croati Sinkevic,
campioni olimpici si mondial,
europeni. Cei doi romani au
facut o cursa tacticd excelentd,
au respectat strategia de cursa a
antrenorilor si au surprins pe
finis cand au trecut linia de
sosire pe locul doi, dupa Marea
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Barca de patru rame a fetelor

si-a reglat lovitura la europene
dupa o pregdtire de iarna intensa.
Finala a fost o cursa cap la cap cu
rivalele din Marea Britanie. Fetele
au plecat tare din start si au sur-
prins putin adversarele. Tactica a
fost de a le testa pe britanice.
Acestea au fortat si s-au detasat
abia in ultimii 500 de metri. Finisul
tricolorelor nu a fost indeajuns
pentru aur. Dar motivatia a cres-
cut prin unitatea grupului. Este a
treia medalie de argint dinistoria
participarilor romanesti la aceastd
probd la europene. Amalia Beres,
Magda Rusu, Maria Lehadi si
Madalina Beres au urcat pe
podium mand in mana si aplau-
date de galeria tricolora. )



INCERCARE, PROVOCARE,
REZISTENTA

M) Baietii din barca de 8+1 a

Romaniei, Florin Lehaci, Stefan
Berariu, Sergiu Bejan, Constantin
Adam, Mugurel Semciuc, Florin
Arteni, Ciprian Tudosd, Mihditd
Tiganescu si Adrian Munteanu,
au facut un campionat european
bun. Au reusit sa urce pe treapta
a treia a podiumului. Tricolorii au
fost dezavantajati in finald de
schimbarea culoarelor, Germa-
nia a avut avantaj pe primul cu-
loar si a castigat pe finis argintul.
Aurul a revenit Marii Britanii. Este
a 5-a medalie europeana pentru
aceasta barcd. Romania are 3
medalii de argint (2023, 2022,
2020) si doud de bronz (2018,
2024) castigate in istoria Intre-
cerilor continentale.

LECTIE, OAMENI, REVANSA

Campioanele olimpice si mondi-
ale din barca de dublu vasle, Si-
mona Radis si Ancuta Bodnar,
au invatat lectia primei infrangeri
dupa 2019. Recordul de invinci-
bilitate, 26 de curse consecutive
castigate, a cazut la Szeged.
Fetele noastre au recunoscut cd,
pentru ele, fiecare cursa e im-
portantd si cd la Szeged atat s-a
putut. Au discutat cu antrenorii,
au acceptat ce nu merge si, cu
sigurantd, pana la Jocurile
Olimpice vor avea timp sa-si

regdseascd lovitura. Cadenta e
bund, viteza trebuie Tm-
bundtdtitd. Simona si Ancuta au
alergat in finala dupd Norvegia si
Lituania. Romancele si-au accep-
tat lectia si promit ca la Paris sa
fie cele mai bune. In istoria com-
petitiei europene, barca de
dublu vasle a Romaniei a casti-
gat 4 medalii de aur (2020, 2021,
2022,2023), un argint (2019) si
doud medalii de bronz (2012,
2024).

ALTE PATRU FINALE PENTRU
BARCILE TRICOLORE

Parada barcilor romanesti a
continuat cu locul 4 al bdietilor
din patru rame. Ciprian Tudosa -
strog, alaturi de Stefan Berariu,
Mugurel Semciuc si Andrei Man-
drild au terminat finala la un pas
de podium, vantul a fost o pro-
blema. La Paris, bdietii vor lupta
pentru 0 medalie.

Bdietii din patru vasle, lonut
Prundeanu, Florin Horodisteanu,
Bogdan Baitoc si Cristian
Nicoara, au intrat si ei in finalg,
unde au facut o cursd de totul
sau nimic si au trecut linia de
sosire pe locul 5, dar cu sufletul
impdcat ca au dat totul pe finis.
Romania are In palmares o sin-
gura medalie europeana in
aceastd probd, bronz in 2022.
Barca de patru vasle a fetelor a
terminat pe locul 6 finala, cu
Mddadlina Morosan, Alexandra
Ungureanu, loana Ciotau si Mari-
ana Dumitru. Romania nu a mai
castigat medalie n aceasta
proba de 12 ani, in palmaresul
tricolorelor figurand 5 medalii
castigate, una de argint si 4 de
bronz.

Andrada Morosanu a fost la un
pas de podium la simplu, a pier-
dut bronzul pe ultimii metri ai
cursei. Mihai Chirutd a terminat
pe primul loc in Finala B la sim-
plu. M

//lll//lll//lll//lll

following from page 55

) success. The way they dominated the
European final, winning the race con-
vincingly, sparked hope for Paris 2024.
Florin Enache is one of the strongest and
carried the boat alongside Andrei, show-
ing significant physical reserves. "When
Florin has a gleam in his eyes, anything
is possible!" said Antonio Colamonici.
This is Romania's first gold medal in this
event's history; the team has won 2 sil-
ver (2018) and 1 bronze (2019) previ-
ously. Florin Enache has been in the
boat on each occasion.

AWAITING, REDISCOVERY, CERTAINTY /
lonela Cozmiuc and Gianina van Gronin-
gen achieved a victory in Szeged for
which they had been waiting 8 years.
The European gold came after two
world titles, Olympic disappointment,
and a two-year hiatus. lonela endured
and persevered, and eventually, the sun
shone for their lightweight double sculls
boat. Gianina returned more mature to
the boat, determined to finish rowing at
Paris 2024 with a smile on her face.
lonela has her husband Marius by her
side, a world and European champion,
Olympic vice-champion. Her brother
and sister-in-law are also world and Eu-
ropean medalists. Their boat glides dif-
ferently from all others, and the
Romanians are determined to make his-
tory in 2024, in Paris. lonela's parents
were in the stands, as well as Gianina's
husband, along with her mother-in-law,
Olympic champion Valeria Racild. Gian-
ina offered her the flowers received
after winning the European gold. This is
Romania'’s first continental title in this
event; the two athletes have a bronze
won in 2020. Paris will be the last
chance for the girls, as this event will dis-
appear from the Olympic program for
Los Angeles 2028.

STRENGTH, PRESTIGE, TOGETHER / Ro-
mania’s flagship boat, the 8+1 girls,
completed their mission in Szeged. Ro-
mania ended the continental competi-
tion with the 17th medal in this event.
The final race had its story; rivals from
Great Britain once aguain felt the "Ro-
manian complex." They resisted half the
race, but true rowing begins after the
first kilometer. With Simona Radiis stroc,
loana Vrinceanu, Amalia Beres,
Madalina Beres, Maria Lehaci, Adriana
Adam, Roxana Anghel, Magda Rusu, and
Victoria Petreanu, they showed they are
a force when all hearts and oars beat to-
gether. Our girls brought Romania's Db

contunued on page 59
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D) 76th gold medal, winning 8 consecutive
titles (2007 -2014, 2017-2024). Romania
has only taken bronze once, in 2015. Ro-
mania missed the podium only once, in
20176.

It is the most decorated boat in the
history of Romanian rowing.
On the sidelines in Szeged, five Olympic
champions of Romania in rowing were
applauding them: Elisabeta Lipd, Doina
Ignat, Veronica Cochela, Valeria Racild,
and Angela Alupei.

STRIVING, TENACITY, PROMISE / In the
men's double sculls, Florin Lehaci and
Florin Arteni made their debut as a
team at a major competition with a
medal in this event. The Romanians
faced the Croatian Sinkevic brothers,
Olympic, world, and European champi-
ons, in the final. The two Romanians ex-
ecuted an excellent tactical race,
adhering to the coache's race strategy
and surprising on the finish when they
crossed the finish line in second place,
behind Great Britain but ahead of
Switzerland. If they had raised the
stroke a little earlier, they could have
challenged the British. The lesson was
learned for Paris 2024. This is the 5th
medal for Romania's double sculls boat
in European history: 2 gold (2020, 2022),
2 silver (2019, 2024), and 1 bronze
(2018).

ADJUSTMENT, UNITY, MOTIVATION / The
four-girl boat adjusted its stroke at the
Europeans after intense winter training.
The final was a neck-and-neck race with
rivals from Great Britain. The girls
started strong and surprised their oppo-
nents slightly. The tactic was to test the
British. They pushed and only broke
away in the last 500m. The Romanian
girls' finish wasn't enough for gold. But
motivation increased through group
unity. This is the third silver medal in Ro-
mania’s history in this event at the Euro-
peans. Amalia Beres, Magda Rusu,
Maria Lehaci, and Mdaddlina Beres
stepped onto the podium hand in hand
and were applauded by the Romanian
crowd.

EFFORT, CHALLENGE, RESISTANCE / The
boys in Romania's 8+1 boat, Florin
Lehaci, Stefan Berariu, Sergiu Bejan,
Constantin Adam, Mugurel Semciuc,
Florin Arteni, Ciprian Tudosd, Mihditd
Tiganescu, and Adrian Munteanu, had a
good European championship. They
managed to step onto the third step of
the podium. The Romanians were disad-
vantaged in the final by lane changes;

Germany had an advantage in the first
lane and won silver on the finish line.
Gold went to Great Britain. This is the
5th European medal for this boat. Ro-
mania has 3 silver (2023, 2022, 2020)
and 2 bronze (2018, 2024) medals in the
history of continental competitions.
Lesson, People, Revenge

Olympic and world champions in the
double sculls boat, Simona Radis and
Ancuta Bodnar, learned the lesson of
their first defeat since 2019. The record
of invincibility, 26 consecutive wins, fell
in Szeged. Our girls acknowledged that
every race is important to them, and in
Szeged, that's all they could achieve.
They talked to the coaches, accepted
what wasn't working, and surely, by the
Olympics, they will have time to find
their stroke. The cadence is good; the
speed needs improvement. Simona and
Ancuta raced behind Norway and
Lithuania in the final. The Romanian
women accepted their lesson and prom-
ise to be the best in Paris. In the history
of the European competition, Romania's
double sculls boat has won 4 gold
medals (2020, 2021, 2022, 2023), 1 silver
(2019), and 2 bronze (2012, 2024)
medals.

FOUR MORE FINALS FOR THE TRICOLOR
BOATS / The Romanian boat parade
continued with the men's quadruple
sculls finishing 4th. Ciprian Tudosa,
alongside Stefan Berariu, Mugurel Sem-
ciuc, and Andrei Mandrild, finished the
final just one step away from the
podium; the wind was a problem. In
Paris, the boys will fight for a medal.
The boys in the four sculls, lonut Prun-
deanu, Florin Horodisteanu, Bogdan
Baitoc, and Cristian Nicoard, also made
it to the final, where they had an all-or-
nothing race and crossed the finish line
in 5th place, but with the satisfaction of
giving their all on the finish. Romania
has only won one European medal in
this event, bronze in 2022.

The girls' four sculls boat finished 6th
in the final, with Madalina Morosan,
Alexandra Ungureanu, loana Ciotdu,
and Mariana Dumitru. Romania has not
won a medal in this event in 12 years,
with 5 medals in total: 1 silver and 4
bronze.

Andrada Morosanu was just a step
away from the podium in the singles;
she lost bronze in the last meters of the
race. Mihai Chiruta finished first in the B
final in singles.
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BANKOK, ULTIMA STATIE SPRE PARIS

LACRAMIOARA PERIJOC - MEDALIE DE ARGINT SI CLAUDIA NECHITA - MEDALIE DE BRONZ, LA CAMPIONATELE EUROPENE DE LA BELGRAD

Trei ani de pregatiri intense, bu-
curii si tristeti, sperante si dezama-
giri, renuntari si restarturi!

Pentru componentii lotului de box
al Romaniei, drumul calificarii spre
Paris 2024 a fost anevoios, dar
greutdtile nu i-au demoralizat. Au
continuat sa se pregateasca i au
mers inainte cu incredere si deter-
minare pentru a-si realiza visul - cal-
ificarea la Jocurile Olimpice.

Tnainte de ultimul Turneu Mondial
de calificare olimpicd, gazduit de

Bankok (Thailanda), intre 23 mai si 3
iunie, doar o singurd pugilista din
Romania a reusit calificarea la JO
2024. Medalia de argint cuceritd la
Jocurile Europene Krakovia-Malo-
polska 2023, prima competitie
unde s-au Impartit biletele olimpice
la box, i-a asigurat Lacramioarei Per-
ijoc un locn turneul olimpic feminin
de box de la Paris in limitele cate-
goriei 54 kg.

Lacramioara Perijoc, campioana
europeand la Madridn 2019 si
medaliata cu argint la Mondialele
din 2022 de la Istanbul, si-a recon-
firmat valoarea si la intrecerile conti-
nentale de anul acesta din aprilie,
de la Belgrad, unde a cucerit
medalia de argint. In capitala Ser-
biei, pugilista tricolora nu a putut fi
oprita decatin finala din limitele cat-
egoriei 54 kg, unde reprezentanta
gazdelor, Sara Cirkovic, principala fa-
VOritd, s-aimpus la punctaj (5-0).

LA O VICTORIE DE BILETUL
PENTRU PARIS 2024

La primul Turneu Mondial de califi-
care olimpicd din luna martie 2024,
de la Busto Arsizio (Italia), cea mai
aproape de biletul olimpic a fost
Loredana Valentina Marin. Sportiva
din Calarasi, descoperita de
antrenorul Constantin Bebeselea, in
prezent componentd a clubului
(CSA Steaua Bucuresti, a concuratin
limitele categoriei 60 kg si a ajuns
pana in sferturile de finald, unde a
fostinsd eliminata de reprezentanta
gazdelor Alessia Mesiano, scor 0-5.
Talentata pugilista-pregdtita in
prezent de sotii Adrian si Mihaela

60 v/ CAZINCLIMPIC

Lacdtus, campioand europeana de
tineret (U22)1n 2020, a fost la numai
0 singura victorie de visul sau - cali-
ficarea laJocurile Olimpice.

Nici Claudia Nechita, una dintre
marile favorite ale boxului roma-
nesc pentru calificarea la Paris
2024, nu a avut mai mult noroc in
Italia, la 57 kg, In turul secund, Ne-
chita a intalnit-o pe filipineza Nesthy
Petecio, medaliata cu argint la
Tokyo 2020, iar asiatica a dominat
partida, castigand cu decizia unan-
ima din partea arbitrilor (5-0).
Pugilista tricolord, care a simtit gus-
tulintrecerilor olimpice la Tokyo
2020, unde s-a clasat pe locul 5,a
ratat sansa calificarii olimpice la
Turneul mondial din Italia, dar nu a
abandonat lupta si si-a adunat
toate resursele pentru ultimul
Turneu mondial de calificare
olimpica de la finele lunii mai.
Medalia de bronz obtinuta cu
cateva saptdmani inainte la Campi-
onatele Europene din capitala Ser-
biei i-a demonstrat ca are potential
si ca unul dintre biletele pentru
Paris 2024 poate fi al sau.

Atat experimentatele Loredana
Marin (60 kg), cat si Claudia Nechita
(57 kg), cat simai tinerele lor colege
Crinuta Andra Nicoleta Sebe (66 kg),
campioana europeand de tineretin
2022, siMihaela Badescu (50 kg),
medaliata cu aur european la ju-
nioare anul trecut, au plecat cu mo-
toarele turate la maximum la
Turneul mondial de calificare de la
Bankok.

n Thailanda, au fost puse la bdtaie
cate 4 bilete olimpice la categoriile
de greutate 50,57 si66 kg, La 60 kg,
calificarea a fost asigurata doar pen-
tru pugilistele clasate pe primele trei
locuri.

SACRIFICII PENTRU VISUL
OLIMPIC

Printre boxerii romani care nu
numai cd se antrenaza din greu, dar
au luat si decizii radicale pentru a
ajunge la Paris 2024 se numdra
Robert jitaru si Cosmin Girleanu.
Robert, retras din activitatea com- )

[ffcom/credit Di Feliciantonio Emanuele



) petitionald N primdvara anului
2022, arevenitin ring in noiembrie
2023, Jitaru a renuntat la postul sau
confortabil din domeniul educatiei
financiare siinvestitionale sia urcat
din noun ring, nu numai cu gandul
sd se califice la Jocurile Olimpice, cisi
cu dorinta sa urce pe podiumul
olimpic.

In primul Turneu mondial de califi-
care olimpica din Italia, boxerul legit-
imat la Clubul Sportiv Municipal din
Brdila, campion european U22 la
categoria 56 kg, In 2017, l-anvins la
puncte (5-0) pe namibianul Elifas
Shailemo, in primul tur, dar a pier-
dutin saisprezecimile de finala in
fata ugandezului Joshua Tuka-
muhebwa. La Campionatele Eu-
ropene de la Belgrad, din aprilie,
Jitaru s-a opritin sferturile de finala.
Colegul sdu Cosmin Girleanu, care
dupa participarea la Tokyo 2020 a
trecut la profesionism, unde
evolueaza in limitele categoriei 49
kg, a decis sa reintre In lupta cali-
ficarii olimpice pentru Paris 2024,
chiar daca urma sa intalneascd ad-
versari mai grei. Girleanu nu a ezitat
sd urcein categorie sisd incerce sd
obtina biletul olimpicin limitele cate-
goriei 51 kg,

La primul Turneu mondial de califi-
care olimpica, din Italia, Girleanu a
fost eliminat in turul 2 de Azat Mah-
metov (Bahrain), scor 0-5, iar la
Campionatele Europene a iesit din
competitie in optimile de finala.
Atat pentru Jitaru si Girleanu, cat si
pentru colegii lor Marcel Nistreau si
Paul Andrei Aradoaie, care la penul-
timul turneu de calificare au fost
eliminatiin primele tururi, al doilea
Turneu mondial de calificare
olimpica, ultimul, va fi decisiv.

Tn Thailanda, In competitia mas-
culing, cele mai multe bilete
olimpice - cate cind - au fost puse
in joc la categoriile de greutate 63,5
kg si 71 kg unde s-au pregatit sa
intre in ring Robert Eusebiu Jitary,
respectiv Marcel Nistreanu.

La 54 kg, unde s-ainscris Cosmin
Glrleanu, s-au acordat bilete pentru
primii patru clasati, iar la 80 kg, unde
a intratin concurs Paul Andrei Ard-
doaie, s-au oferit bilete doar pri-
milor trei clasati. ®

BANGKOK, THE FINAL STOP TOWARD
PARIS / For the Romanian boxing team,
the journey to qualify for the 2024 Paris
Olympics has been filled with joys and
sorrows, hopes and disappointments,
but no hardship has defeated them.
With confidence and determination, they
have pressed forward to achieve their
dream - qualification for the Olympics.
Before the final World Olympic Qualify-
ing Tournament hosted by Bangkok, only
one Romanian boxer had secured a spot
in the Paris Olympics. Ldcramioara Peri-
Jjoc, who won silver at the 2023 European
Games in Krakow-Malopolska, secured a
place in the Paris Olympic women's box-
ing tournament in the 54 kg category.
Ldcramioara Perijoc, European cham-
pion in Madrid in 2019 and silver medal-
ist at the 2022 World Championships in
Istanbul, also proved her worth at this
Yyear's continental competitions in April,
in Belgrade, where she won silver. In the
Serbian capital, Perijoc was defeated
only in the final of the 54 kg category,
where the home representative won by
points (5-0).

ONE VICTORY AWAY FROM THE TICKET
TO PARIS 2024 / At the first Olympic qual-
ification tournament in March 2024,
held in Busto Arsizio (ftaly), the closest to
securing an Olympic ticket was Loredana
Valentina Marin. The athlete from
Caldrasi, discovered by coach Constantin
Bebeselea and currently a member of
the CSA Steaua Bucharest club, com-
peted in the 60 kg category and reached
the quarterfinals but was eliminated by
the home representative Alessia
Mesiano, with a score of 0-5. The tal-
ented boxer, currently trained by spou-
ses Adrian and Mihaela Lacatus, a youth
European champion (U22) in 2020, was
Jjust one victory away from her dream -
qualifying for the Olympic Games.
Claudia Nechita, one of the top fa-
vorites of Romanian boxing for qualifica-
tion to Paris 2024, didn't have much luck
in Italy either, competing in the 57 kg cat-
egory. In the second round, Nechita
faced the Filipino Nesthy Petecio, silver
medalist at Tokyo 2020, and the Asian
dominated the match, winning by unani-
mous decision from the judges (5-0). The
tricolor boxer, who experienced the
Olympic competition in Tokyo 2020
where she ranked 5th, missed the
chance for Olympic qualification at the
World Tournament in Italy but didn't give
up the fight and gathered all her re-
sources for the final Olympic qualifica-
tion tournament at the end of May. The
bronze medal she obtained a few weeks
earlier at the European Championships
in the Serbian capital demonstrated that
she has potential and that one of the
tickets for Paris 2024 could be hers.
Both the experienced Loredana Marin
(60 kg) and Claudia Nechita (57 kg), as

well as their younger colleagues Crinuta
Andra Nicoleta Sebe (66 kg), youth Euro-
pean champion in 2022, and Mihaela
Badescu (50 kg), European junior gold
medalist last year, went full throttle to
the World Olympic Qualification Tourna-
ment in Bangkok.

In Thailand, four Olympic tickets were
up for grabs in the weight categories of
50, 57, and 66 kg. At 60 kg, qualification
was assured only for the boxers placed
in the top three.

Sacrifices for the Olympic Dream
Among the Romanian boxers who not
only train hard but have also made radi-
cal decisions to reach Paris 2024 are
Robert Jitaru and Cosmin Girleanu.
Robert, who retired from competitive
boxing in the spring of 2022, returned to
the ring in November 2023. Jitaru gave
up his comfortable position in the field
of financial and investment education
and stepped back into the ring not only
with the aim of qualifying for the
Olympic Games but also with the desire
to reach the Olympic podium.

At the first Olympic qualification tourna-
ment in Italy, the boxer from the Munici-
pal Sports Club in Brdila, U22 European
champion in the 56 kg category in 2017,
defeated Namibian Elifas Shailemo by
points (5-0) in the first round but lost in
the round of 16 to Ugandan Joshua
Tukamuhebwa. At the European Cham-
pionships in Belgrade, in April, Jitaru
stopped in the quarterfinals.

His colleague Cosmin Girleanu, who
turned to professionalism after partici-
pating in Tokyo 2020 and now competes
in the 49 kg category, decided to re-enter
the Olympic qualification fight for Paris
2024, even if he was to face tougher op-
ponents. Girleanu didn't hesitate to
move up in weight class and attempt to
secure the Olympic ticket in the 51 kg
category.

At the first Olympic qualification tourna-
ment in Italy, Girleanu was eliminated in
the second round by Azat Mahmetov
(Bahrain), with a score of 0-5, and at the
European Championships, he exited the
competition in the round of 16.

Both for Jitaru and Girleanu, as well as
for their colleagues Marcel Nistreau and
Paul Andrei Ardadoaie, who were elimi-
nated in the early rounds of the penulti-
mate qualification tournament, the
second and final Olympic qualification
tournament will be decisive.

In Thailand, in the men's competition,
the most Olympic tickets - five each,
were at stake in the weight categories of
63.5 kg and 71 kg, where Robert Eusebiu
Jitaru and Marcel Nistreanu prepared to
step into the ring, respectively.

At 54 kg, where Cosmin Girleanu com-
peted, tickets were awarded to the top
four, and at 80 kg, where Paul Andrei
Arddoaie entered the competition, tick-
ets were offered only to the top three. B
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FUROPENELE DE LUPTE,
A TREIA OARA LA BUCURESTI

ALEXUC, KRISZTA INCZE S| CATALINA AXENTE, BILETELE OLIMPICE PE ULTIMA SUTA DE METR]

Spectacol, competitie sportiva la
nivel inalt, medalii si suporteri
fericiti! Pentru a treia oara in is-
torie, Romania a fost gazda unei
editii a Campionatelor Europene
de lupte rezervate seniorilor.

La fel cain 197951 2019,1n
aceastd primavard, In Sala Poliva-
lenta din Bucuresti s-au intrecut
cei mai valorosi luptatori de pe
Bdtranul Continent, spre marea
bucurie a iubitorilor acestui sport.
Chiar daca nu a oferit locuri de
calificare la Jocurile Olimpice Paris
2024, competitia unde au fost
prezenti aproximativ 1.100 de
sportivi din 48 de tdri a stabilit eli-
gibilitatea luptatorilor in vederea
participarii la ultimele turnee pre-
olimpice - cel european din
aprilie, desfasurat la Baku, In Azer-
baidjan, si cel mondial din mai,
gazduit de Istanbul.
La Campionatele Europene, forul
roman de specialitate si-a
demonstrat abilitdtile organiza-

torice, impresionandu-i de-
opotriva pe sportivi, oficiali si su-
porteri.

Ceremonia oficiald de de-
schidere a fost spectaculoasa.
Show-ul a inceput cu o incursiune
in timp, In care istoria luptelor si a
tarii noastre au fost ilustrate de
Mariana Pachis - Sand Art artist,
iar ansamblul "Ursii de la
Comanesti - Leorda" a oferit un
moment traditional inedit. La ce-
remonie, aldturi de presedintele
Federatiei Romane de Lupte, Rdz-
van Pircalabu, membru in Fede-
ratia Internationala de Lupte
(UWW), s-au aflat oaspeti de
seama: Nenad Lalovic, presedin-
tele UWW simembru CIO, care a
declarat deschise oficial intrecerile
de lupte de la Bucuresti, Mihai Co-
valiu, presedintele Comitetului
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman, Elisa-
beta Lipa, presedintele Agentiei
Nationale pentru Sport, Karl Mar-
tin Dittmann, presedintele UWW
Europa.

Un adevarat spectacol au oferit si
reprezentantii Romaniei in timpul
intrecerilor continentale, nu mai
putin de cinci tricolori urcand pe
podiumul de la Bucurestiin
aplauzele propriilor suporteri. An-
dreea Beatrice Ana a confirmat
asteptarile si a cucerit titlul conti-
nental in limitele categoriei 53 kg.
Kateryna Zelenykh (65 kg) si
Alexandra Anghel (72 kg) si-au ad-
judecat medalile de ARGINT, iar
Denis Florin Mihai (55 kg) si Raz-
van Arnaut (60 kg) au obtinut
medalille de BRONZ in intrecerile
de lupte greco-romane.

ANDREEA BEATRICE ANA, .
PRIMA LUPTATOARE TRICOLORA
CALIFICATA LA PARIS 2024

Atreia oara consecutiv cam-
pioand continentald, ultima data
la Bucuresti, Andreea Ana si-a
confirmat statutul de mare fa-
vorita pentru calificarea la Jocurile
de la Paris si a devenit prima »

EUROPEANS WRESTLING CHAMPI-
ONSHIP, THIRD TIME IN BUCHAREST
/ A spectacle, high-level sports compe-
tition, medals, and happy supporters!
For the third time in history, Romania
has hosted an edition of the European
Wrestling Championships for seniors.
Just like in 1979 and 2019, this spring,
in the Polyvalent Hall of Bucharest,
the most valuable wrestlers from the
Old Continent competed, much to the
delight of the sport's enthusiasts.

Even though it didn't offer qualifica-
tion spots for the Paris 2024 Olympics,
the competition, where approxi-
mately 1,100 athletes from 48 coun-
tries participated, established the
eligibility of wrestlers for participation
in the last pre-Olympic tournaments -
the European one in April, held in
Baku, Azerbaijan, and the World one
in May, hosted by Istanbul.

At the European Championships, the
Romanian federation demonstrated its
organizational skills, impressing both
athletes, officials, and supporters.

The official opening ceremony was
spectacular. The show began with a
jJourney through time, where the his-
tory of wrestling and our country were
illustrated by Mariana Pachis - Sand
Art artist, and the ensemble "Ursii de
la Comanesti - Leorda" offered a
unique traditional moment. At the
ceremony, alongside the president of
the Romanian Wrestling Federation
Razvan Pircalabu, a member of the In-
ternational Wrestling Federation
(UWW), were esteemed guests: Nenad
Lalovic, the president of UWW and a
member of the I0C, who officially de-
clared the wrestling competitions in
Bucharest open, Mihai Covaliu, the
president of the Romanian Olympic
and Sports Committee, Elisabeta Lipd,
the president of the National Sports
Agency, Karl Martin Dittmann, the
president of UWW Europe.

The Romanian representatives also
offered a true spectacle during the
continental competitions, with no less
than five athletes climbing onto the
podium in Bucharest to the applause
of their own supporters. Andreea
Beatrice Ana confirmed expectations
and won the continental title in the 53
kg category. Kateryna Zelenykh (65 kg)
and Alexandra Anghel (72 kg) secured
the SILVER medals, while Denis Florin
Mihai (55 kg) and Razvan Arndut (60
kg) obtained the BRONZE medals in
the Greco-Roman wrestling competi-
tions.

ANDREEA BEATRICE ANA, THE FIRST
ROMANIAN WRESTLER QUALIFIED FOR
PARIS 2024 / Consecutively the cham-
pion at the European level for the

third time, most recently in Bucharest,
Andreea Ana affirmed her status as a
major favorite for qualification at the
Paris Games and became the first D
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componentd a lotului reprezenta-
}tiv de lupte al Romaniei care a
castigat biletul olimpic.

Medalia de aur pe care a cucerit-o
la Europenele de acasg, si a primit-o
chiar din mainile presedintelui
Federatiei Romane de Lupte a mo-
tivat-oTn plus si a ajutat-o sa
incheie neinvinsd Turneul Pre-
olimpic European, care a avut loc
cateva saptamani mai tarziu la
Baku. In capitala Azerbaidjan, doar
primii doi sportivi clasati la fiecare
categorie de greutate au obtinut
calificarea la Jocuri, iar Ana a fost
unul dintre acestia In limitele cate-
goriei 53 kg.

Componenta a Clubului Steaua
Bucuresti si pregdtitd de antrenorii
Andriy Stadnik, Fanel Carp si Marin
Filip, Andreea Beatrice Ana a casti-
gatin calificari contra Tatianei De-
bien, din Franta (4-1),in sferturile
de finala a invins-o prin superiori-
tate tehnica (11-0) pe Veronika
Rjabovolova, din Macedonia, iar in
meciul decisiv, din semifinale, s-a
impus n fata nemtoaicei Anika
Wendle, cu 5-4. Cealaltd finalista
calificata la Jocuri a fost Natalia
Malisheva, din Rusia.

Ndscutd la Mangalia in urma cu
23 de ani, Andreea a marturisit ca
fara emotiile uriase din ultima intal-
nire si-ar fi invins mai usor adver-
sara. Acum este fericitd cd s-a
eliberat de stresul acumulat in ul-
tima perioada, iar pana la Paris se
va putea pregdti linistita pentru a-si
putea Implini visul - o medalie
olimpica.

La Tokyo, la prima sa participare
laJocurile Olimpice, Andreea Ana a
incheiat pe locul 16.

Din 2018, cand a obtinut medalia
de bronz la Campionatele Mondi-
ale de tineret (U23) de la Bucuresti,
Andreea se afla n continua ascen-
siune. In 2019, tot la Bucuresti, a
urcat pe cea de-a treia treaptd a
podiumului la Europenele de se-
niori, iar 1N 2021 a reeditat perfor-
manta la Varsovia.

La Europenele de seniori de la
Budapesta, in 2022, unde a concu-
ratin limitele categoriei 55 kg, An-
dreea Beatrice Ana a cucerit prima
medalie de aur pentru luptele
feminine la un campionat conti-
nental de seniori. Un an mai tarziu,
in 2023, la Zagreb, la 53 kg, An-
dreea Ana si colega ei Alexandra
Anghel, la 72 kg, au fost primele
sportive care au reusit, dupa 43 de
ani, sa cucereasca doud medalii de
aur pentru Romania la aceeasi
editie a Campionatelor Europene
de lupte. Anul acesta, la intrecerile
continentale de la Bucuresti, a fost
singura campioana europeand a
Romaniei la lupte.

PERSEVERENTA, INCREDERE
SI MARE AMBITIE!

La Turneul Preclimpic Mondial de
lupte din Turcia, de la Istanbul, din
9-12 mai 2024, ultima competitie
de calificare la Paris 2024, Alin
Alexuc Ciurariu (130 kg) - lupte
greco-romane, Kriszta Tunde Incze
(62 kg) si Catdlina Axente (76 kg) -
lupte feminin, i-au calcat pe urme
Andreei Ana si si-au adjudecat
biletele pentru Paris. Cei trei au
reusit sa-si stapaneasca emaotiile si,
in ciuda presiunii uriase care le-a
apdsat pe umeri, au obtinut califi-
carea laJO pe ultima suta de metri,
la competitia, unde doar primii trei
clasati la fiecare categorie de greu-
tate au fost rasplatiti cu mult-
ravnitele bilete olimpice

Alin a fost la o victorie de califi-
care siin Turneul european de la
Baku, din luna aprilie, unde a cedat
la limita in semifinale. La Turneul
decisiv din Istanbul, Alexuc nu a
mai ratat. In semifinal, romanul s-
aimpus in fata lui Heiki Nabi, din
Estonia si si-a asigurat prezenta la
Paris 2024, unde va participa pen-
tru a patra oara la un turneu
olimpic, dupa Londra 2012, Rio
2016, Tokyo 2020.

Campion european in 2020, la
Roma, medaliat cu bronz mondial
in 2022 la Belgrad si de doua ori
medaliat cu bronz continental,
Alin Alexuc Tsi doreste o medalie
olimpica la Paris.

In limitele categoriei 62 kg,
Kriszta Incze, vicecampioana eu-
ropeand in 2019 si dublu medali-
ata cu bronz european, in 2021 si
2022, a demonstrat ca talentul,
completat de ambitie si muncs, te
poate ajuta sa-fi urmezi visul. In
optimile de finalg, a trecut de aus-
tralianca Nachi Masuda, in sferturi
a eliminat-o pe chinezoaica Long
Jia, vicecampioana mondiald in
2022, 1a Belgrad, iar in semifinala
ainvins-o pe Veranika lvanova
(AIN). Cu victoria din semifinald,
sportiva legitimatd la clubul
sportiv din Sfantu Gheorghe si-a
asigurat prezenta la Paris 2024,
unde va concura pentru a doua
oara laJocurile Olimpice, dupa
Tokyo 2020.

Catdlina Axente a castigat la li-
mita meciul din sferturi, contra
frantuzoaicei Pauline Lecarpen-
tier, medaliatd cu bronz european
in 2023, dar in partida decisiva
romanca a invins-o pe Anastassia
Zimiankova (AIN), fara emotii, cu
scorul 6-3.

Medaliatd cu bronz la Europenele
de seniori din 2023, Catdlina Axen-
te va participa in premierd la un
turneu olimpic la Paris 2024. 1
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Dmember of the Romanian wrestling
team to win the Olympic ticket. The
gold medal she won at the European
Championships held at home, which
she received directly from the presi-
dent of the Romanian Wrestling Fed-
eration, motivated her even more and
helped her finish undefeated at the
European Pre-Olympic Tournament,
which took place a few weeks later in
Baku. In the capital of Azerbaijan,
only the top two athletes in each
weight category obtained qualifica-
tion for the Games, and Ana was one
of them in the 53 kg category.

A member of the Steaua Bucharest
Club and trained by coaches Andriy
Stadnik, Fanel Carp, and Marin Filip,
Andreea Beatrice Ana won her quali-
fving matches against Tatiana Debien
from France (4-1), in the quarterfinals
she defeated Veronika Rjabovolova
from Macedonia by technical superi-
ority (11-0), and in the decisive semifi-
nal match, she prevailed over German
Anika Wendle, with a score of 5-4. The
other finalist who qualified for the
Games was Natalia Malisheva from
Russia.

Born in Mangalia 23 years ago, An-
dreea confessed that without the im-
mense emotions from the last
encounter, she would have defeated
her opponent more easily. Now she is
happy to have released the accumu-
lated stress in the recent period, and
until Paris, she will be able to prepare
calmly to fulfill her dream - an
Olympic medal.

In Tokyo, at her first participation in
the Olympic Games, Andreea Ana fin-
ished in 16th place.

ANDREEA ANA'S RISE / Since 2018,
when she won the bronze medal at
the Under-23 World Championships in
Bucharest, Andreea has been on a
continuous rise. In 2019, also in
Bucharest, she climbed to the third
step of the podium at the Senior Euro-
peans, and in 2021, she repeated the
performance in Warsaw.

At the Senior Europeans in Budapest
in 2022, where she competed in the
55 kg category, Andreea Beatrice Ana
won the first gold medal for women's
wrestling at a continental senior
championship. A year later, in 2023, in
Zagreb, at 53 kg, Andreea Ana and her
teammate Alexandra Anghel, at 72 kg,
were the first female athletes in 43
Yyears to win two gold medals for Ro-
mania at the same edition of the Eu-
ropean Wrestling Championships.
This year, at the continental competi-
tions in Bucharest, she was Romania's
only European champion in wrestling.
PERSEVERANCE, CONFIDENCE, AND
GREAT AMBITION! / At the World
Wrestling Pre-Olympic Tournament in
Turkey, held in Istanbul from p»
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FETELE DUC GREUL!

Pentru halterofili, drumul spre
Paris 2024 a fost unul dintre cele
mai lungi si dificile, sportivii
puténd acumula puncte n
cadrul a 15 competitii continen-
tale si mondiale, care s-au des-
fasurat in toate colturile lumii,
inclusiv Oceania. Mai mult, pen-
tru a fi eligibili la Jocuri a fost
obligatorie prezenta la Campi-
onatele Mondiale de la Riyadh
(Arabia Saudita), din septembrie
2023, la IWF World Cup din
Phuket (Thailanda), din aprilie
2024, si la cel putin alte trei dintre
competitiile anuntate.

Primele intreceri care au contat
pentru ierarhia mondiald au fost
Campionatele Mondiale din de-
cembrie 2022, din Bogota, Colum-
bia, dar clasamentul mondial de
calificare pentru Paris 2024 a fost
luat in considerare pentru pe-
rioada 1 august 2022 - 28 aprilie
2024,

In ciuda tuturor dificultatilor, Mi-
haela Cambei si Loredana Toma
au reusit sa treacd cu succes de
draconicele conditiiimpuse si au
obtinut mult-doritele bilete
olimpice.

O STEA IN ASCENSIUNE

Mihaela Cambei se anunta o
pretendenta demnd de luatn
seama in calificarile olimpice inca
de la Mondialele de haltere de la
Bogota, din decembrie 2022. Le-
gitimatd la CSM Onesti si medali-
ata cu bronz la Jocurile Olimpice
de Tineret de la Buenos Aires din
2018, Mihaela a cucerit medalia
de argint la stilul smuls, in limitele
categoriei olimpice 49 kg, dupa ce
areusit sa "smulgd” 90 kg, Ea a ter-
minat a 8-ala aruncat, intimp ce »



}¥in cdlasamentul de la total s-a
clasat pe locul 4, adunand puncte
importante pentru Paris. La Cam-
pionatele Mondiale de la Riyadh,
din Regatul Arabiei Saudite, com-
petitie de referinta pentru califi-
carea la Paris 2024, halterofila
legitimatd la CSM Onesti si-a ad-
judecat bronzul mondial la stilul
smuls, in limitele categoriei
olimpice 49 kg, cu 90 kg, fiind sin-
gura sportiva din Romania care a
reusit sa urce pe podium la Mon-
dialele din Asia.

Dupa Campionatele Europene
de la Erevan, din Armenia, din
2023, unde a cucerit trei medalii
de aur, la total, smuls si aruncat,
Mihaela a continuat seria
reusitelor si la editia din acest an a
intrecerilor continentale.

La Europenele de la Sofia, din
februarie 2024, singura com-
petitie de haltere care a contat
pentru calificarea olimpica organi-
zata In Europa, Mihaela Cambei a
dominat concursulin limitele
categoriei olimpice 49 kg sia
castigat cele trei medalii de aur, la
total, smuls si aruncat, stabilind si
doua recorduri europene.

In Bulgaria, Cambei s-a impus la
stilul smuls cu 90 kg si a castigat la
aruncat cu 109 kg - nou record
european. Halterofila tricolora a
urcat pe prima treaptd a podiu-
mului si la total, cu 199 kg - nou
record european. Vechiul record
european la stilul aruncat era de
106 kg si fi apartinea tot ei, de
anul trecut, de la Erevan. Tot de
atundi, Mihaela stabilea recordul
continental la total, cu 198 kg,
Valoarea Mihaelei Cambei, de-
semnata cea mai buna halterofila
din Europan 2023, s-a reflectat si
inierarhia de calificare olimpica,
unde era cea mai bine clasatd
sportiva de pe Batranul Continent
(locul 5 la general), urmatd de

Kamila Konotop (Ucraina) si de
Emily Campbell (Marea Britanie).
La 21 de ani, Mihaela Cambei
este tripld campioana europeana
de juniori, medaliatd cu ARGINT si

BRONZ, la smuls, la Mondialele
de la Bogota (Columbia) in 2022,
respectiv Riyadh (Arabia Sauditd),
in 2023. La Europenele de seniori
din 2023, de la Erevan (Armenia),
areusit tripleta de AUR, la smulls,
aruncat si total, dupd ce, cu unan
nainte, la Moscova, in 2021,
cucerise ARGINTUL la aruncat si
BRONZUL la total.

CALIFICARE CU EMOTII

Pentru Loredana Toma, cursa
calificarii spre Paris 2024 ain-
ceput en-fanfare. In 2022, la Cam-
pionatele Mondiale de la Bogota,
la cea de-a cincea sa prezentd in
ntrecerile de haltere ale lumii,
Loredana a cucerit medalia de
aur la categoria 71 kg, cu 256 kg,
la total - un record mondial la se-
niori. La stilul smuls, Toma a luat
de asemenea aurul, cu 119 kg. La
stilul aruncat, a terminat pe locul
4, cu 137 kg, dar la total a fost
nelnvinsa.

In 2023, la Campionatele Eu-
ropene de la Erevan, Loredana a
cucerit trei medalii de aur in limi-
tele categoriei 71 kg, performanta
reusita a cincea oard, dupa Split
(Croatia) 2017, Bucuresti 2018,
Batumi (Georgia) 2019, si
Moscova (Rusia) 2021

Cu punctele acumulate, erain
primele pozitii ale clasamentului
mondial si se numdra printre
principalele favorite la obtinerea
calificarii olimpice. Tensiunile au
apdrut insa inainte de Campi-
onatele Mondiale de la Riyadh,
unde prezenta era obligatorie
pentru a ramane in cursa
olimpicd. Cuorecidiva dupdao »

continuare in pagina 66

GIRLS GOING STRONG! / For
weightlifters, the road to Paris 2024 has
been one of the longest and most chal-
lenging, as athletes could accumulate
points in 15 continental and world
competitions, held in all corners of the
world, including Oceania. Moreover, to
be eligible for the Games, attendance
at the World Championships in Riyadh
(Saudi Arabia) in September 2023, the
IWF World Cup in Phuket (Thailand) in
April 2024, and at least three other an-
nounced competitions was mandatory.
The first competitions that mattered
for the world ranking were the World
Championships in December 2022, in
Bogota, Colombia, but the Olympic
qualification ranking for Paris 2024
was taken into account for the period
from August 1, 2022, to April 28, 2024.
Despite all the difficulties, Mihaela
Cambei and Loredana Toma managed
to successfully navigate the daunting
conditions and secured the much-de-
sired Olympic tickets.

ARISING STAR / Mihaela Cambei was
announced as a worthy contender in
the Olympic qualifiers as early as the
Weightlifting World Championships in
Bogota in December 2022. Affiliated
with CSM Onesti and a bronze medal-
ist at the Youth Olympic Games in
Buenos Aires in 2018, Mihaela won sil-
ver in the snatch style, in the Olympic
49 kg category, lifting 90 kg. She fin-
ished 8th in the clean and jerk, while in
the total ranking, she placed 4th, gath-
ering important points for Paris. At the
World Championships in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, a key competition for qualify-
ing for Paris 2024, the weightlifter affil-
iated with CSM Onesti won the world
bronze in the snatch style, in the
Olympic 49 kg category, with 90 kg,
being the only Romanian athlete to
step onto the podium at the Asian
World Championships.

After the European Championships in
Yerevan, Armenia, in 2023, where she

_ _v_q three gold medals in total, snatch,

and clean and jerk, Mihaela continued

! her series of successes at this year's

continental competition.

At the European Championships in
Sofia, in February 2024, the only
weightlifting competition that counted
for Olympic qualification organized in
Europe, Mihaela Cambei dominated
the competition in the Olympic 49 kg
category and won all three gold medals
in total, snatch, and clean and jerk, also
setting two European records.

In Bulgaria, Cambei won the snatch
style with 90 kg and won the clean and
Jerk with 109 kg - a new European
record. The Romanian weightlifter
topped the podium in the total cate-
gory with 199 kg - another European
record. The previous European record
in the clean and jerk was 106 kg, also
held by her, from last year's event in
Yerevan. Also, Mihaela set the conti-
nental record in the total category, D
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following from page 64

MMay 9-12, 2024, the last qualification
competition for Paris 2024, Alin Alexuc
Ciurariu (130 kg) - Greco-Roman
wrestling, Kriszta Tiinde Incze (62 kg),
and Catalina Axente (76 kg) -
women's wrestling, followed in the
footsteps of Andreea Ana and secured
their tickets for Paris. The three man-
aged to control their emotions and,
despite the immense pressure weigh-
ing on their shoulders, obtained quali-
fication for the Olympics at the last
minute, at the competition where only
the top three athletes in each weight
category were rewarded with the cov-
eted Olympic tickets.

Alin was one victory away from
qualification at the European Tourna-
ment in Baku in April, where he nar-
rowly lost in the semifinals. At the
decisive Tournament in Istanbul,
Alexuc didn't miss. In the semifinals,
the Romanian defeated Heiki Nabi
from Estonia and secured his pres-
ence at Paris 2024, where he will com-
pete for the fourth time at an Olympic
tournament, after London 2012, Rio
2016, and Tokyo 2020.

European champion in 2020 in
Rome, bronze medalist at the 2022
World Championships in Belgrade,
and two-time bronze medalist at the
continental level, Alin Alexuc is aiming
for an Olympic medal in Paris.

In the 62 kg category, Kriszta Incze,
European vice-champion in 2019, and
double bronze medalist in Europe in
2021 and 2022, demonstrated that
talent, combined with ambition and
hard work, can help you pursue your
dream. In the round of 16, she de-
feated Australian Nachi Masuda, in
the quarterfinals, she eliminated Chi-
nese Long Jia, the world vice-cham-
pion in 2022 in Belgrade, and in the
semifinals, she defeated Veranika
Ivanova (BLR). With the victory in the
semifinals, the athlete affiliated with
the sports club from Sféntu Gheorghe
secured her presence at Paris 2024,
where she will compete for the second
time at the Olympic Games, after
Tokyo 2020.

Catalina Axente won her quarterfi-
nal match narrowly against French-
woman Pauline Lecarpentier, bronze
medalist at the European Champi-
onships in 2023, but in the decisive
match, the Romanian defeated Anas-
tassia Zimiankova (BLR) without emo-
tions, with a score of 6-3.

Bronze medalist at the Senior Euro-
peans in 2023, Catdlina Axente will
participate for the first time in an
Olympic tournament at Paris 2024.
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3} accidentare mai veche, Loredana a

fost pe punctul de a nu face de-
plasareain Arabia Sauditd. Cu am-
bitie si eforturi uriase, sportiva
legitimatd la CS Rapid Bucurestia
reusit totusi sa ajungd la Mondiale
si sa treaca de proba cantarului
oficial, obtinand astfel validarea
necesara pentru a-si continua dru-
mul spre Paris 2024 . Chiar daca
Nu a concurat, prezenta sa a can-
tarit cat calificarea la Jocuri.

Seria succeselor Loredanei Toma
acontinuat si la Campionatele Eu-
ropene de la Sofia, din februarie
anul acesta, unde s-aimpus la
total cu 241 kg. Eleva antrenorului
Marius Uldreanu a fost doar a 4-a
la stilul aruncat, cu 127 kg, dar la
stilul smuls, cu 114 kg, a fost im-
batabild sila total a castigat aurul.
Invarstd de 28 de ani, Loredana
Toma are in palmares la Campi-
onatele Mondiale trei medalii de
AUR (la total, smuls, aruncat) la
Anaheim (SUA), 1n 2017, 1n limitele
categoriei 63 kg, doua medalii de
AUR (la total si smuls) la Bogota
(India), in 2022, la 71 kg, 0 medalie
de ARGINT (la smuls) la Ashgabat,
doua medalii de BRONZ - la total,
la Ashgabat, in 2018 sila Pattaya,
in 2019, 1n limitele categoriei 64 kg.
La Campionatele Europene a
reusit tripleta de AUR (la total,
smuls si aruncat) de patru oriin
2017512018 -1a 63 kg siin 2019 si
2021 -la 64 kg, In limitele cate-
goriei 58 kg, a cucerit doud medalii
de ARGINT (la aruncat si total), un
BRONZ la smuls, in 2013, si tripla
de ARGINT, 1n 2014. A fost desem-
nata cea mai buna halterofila eu-
ropeand a anului 2021.

MEDALIATI EUROPENI,
DAR FARA BILETE OLIMPICE

Campioand europeand la Erevan,
in limitele categoriei 55 kg (cate-
gorie neolimpicd), si medaliata cu
bronz la Sofia, la stilul aruncat, in
limitele categoriei 59 kg (categorie
olimpica), Andreea Cotruta a fost la
un pas de podium la Mondialele
din Arabia. Tot in limitele celor
55 kg, sportiva legitimatd la CS
Botosani s-a clasat pe locul 4 la
total, cu 197 kg, fiind a cincea la
stilurile smuls (87 kg) si aruncat,
(110 kg).

Din pacate, Cosmina Pand, dubla

medaliata cu ARGINT - la total (153
kg) si la stilul smuls (70 kg) - n
2023, la Campionatele Europene
de la Erevan, in limitele categoriei
45 kg, s-a accidentat la Mondialele
din Arabia Saudita. Sportiva legiti-
mata la CSM Bacdu a concurat la
49 kg 'in intrecerile lumii, dar dupa
concursul de la stilul smuls, unde
s-aclasat pelocul 7, cu 73 Kg nu a
putut continua competitia din
cauza unor dureri la spate.
Insuccesele de la Mondiale le-au
trasn jos pe cele doud romance,
care nu au reusit sd acumuleze su-
ficiente puncte pentru a obtine
mult-doritele bilete olimpice.

La masculin, cel mai medaliat
reprezentant al Romaniei in com-
petitia de haltere a fost Valentin
lancu. Triplu medaliat la Eu-
ropenele din 2023 de la Erevanin
limitele categoriei 55 kg - 1
ARGINT, la stilul aruncat (136 kg), 2
BRONZ, la total (245 kg) si la stilul
smuls (109 kg), si medaliat cu
argint la Europenele de la Sofia din
2024, la stilul aruncat (154 kg) In
limitele categoriei 61 kg, Valentin
lancu a fost departe de calificarea
la Paris 2024.

SCADERE DE POPULARITATE

in ultimii ani, intrecerile de haltere
au scazut la capitolul popularitate.
In cadrul Jocurilor Olimpice Paris
2024 se va concura doar la zece
categorii de greutate, jumdtate din
categoriile la care se concureaza in
mod obisnuit in competitile
agreate de forul international de
specialitate. Categorille acceptate la
Paris 2024 sunt +102 kg, 102 kg, 89
kg, 73 kg 61 kgla masculin si +81
kg, 81 kg, 71 kg, 59 kg, 49 kg la femi-
nin.

Fatd de intrecerile olimpice ante-
rioare a fost micsorat de asemenea
sinumdrul de concurenti. In com-
petitia de haltere de la Paris 2024
vor concura 120 de sportivi, cate 12
sportivi participanti la fiecare cate-
gorie de greutate, atat la feminin cat
sila masculin, cu doi mai putinila
fiecare categorie decat la Tokyo
2020. Prin urmare, vor fi cu 76 de
concurenti mai putini decat la
Tokyo 2020, unde au participat
(196) si mai putin de jumdtate fata
de Londra 2012 si Rio 2016, unde
au concurat cate 260 de sportivi. B
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Dwith 198 kg, at the same competition.
Mihaela Cambei's value, designated as
the best female weightlifter in Europe
in 2023, was also reflected in the
Olympic qualification ranking, where
she was the best-ranked female ath-
lete from the OId Continent (5th place
overall), followed by Kamila Konotop
(Ukraine) and Emily Campbell (Great
Britain).

At 21, Mihaela Cambei is a triple jun-
ior European champion, silver medal-
ist, and bronze medalist in the snatch
at the World Championships in Bogota
(Colombia) in 2022, and Riyadh (Saudi
Arabia), in 2023. At the senior Euro-
pean Championships in 2023, in Yere-
van (Armenia), she achieved the triple
gold, in the snatch, clean and jerk, and
total, after winning silver at Moscow in
2021.

QUALIFICATION WITH EMOTIONS / For
Loredana Toma, the qualification race
for Paris 2024 started with a bang. In
2022, at the World Championships in
Bogota, in her fifth appearance in
world weightlifting competitions,
Loredana won gold in the 71 kg cate-
gory with 256 kg, in total - a senior
world record. In the snatch style, Toma
also won gold, with 119 kg. She fin-
ished 4th in the clean and jerk, with
137 kg, but was unbeatable in the
total.

In 2023, at the European Champi-
onships in Yerevan, Loredana won
three gold medals in the 71 kg cate-
gory, a feat she achieved for the fifth
time, after Split (Croatia) 2017,
Bucharest 2018, Batumi (Georgia)
2019, and Moscow (Russia) 2021.

With the accumulated points, she
was in the top positions of the world
ranking and was among the main fa-
vorites to obtain Olympic qualification.
Tensions arose, however, before the
World Championships in Riyadh,
where attendance was mandatory to
remain in the Olympic race. With a re-
currence after an old injury, Loredana
was on the verge of not traveling to
Saudi Arabia. With ambition and enor-
mous efforts, the weightlifter affiliated
with CS Rapid Bucharest still managed
to reach the Worlds and pass the offi-
cial weigh-in, thus obtaining the valida-
tion necessary to continue her journey
to Paris 2024. Even though she did not
compete, her presence weighed as
much as qualification for the Games.
Loredana Toma's series of successes
continued at the European Champi-
onships in Sofia, in February of this
Yyear, where she won the total with 241
kg. Coached by Marius Uldreanu, the
athlete was only 4th in the clean and
Jerk, with 127 kg, but in the snatch,
with 114 kg, she was unbeatable, win-
ning gold in the total.

At 28, Loredana Toma has three gold
medals at the World Championships
(in total, snatch, and clean and jerk) in

Anaheim (USA), in 2017, in the 63 kg
category, two gold medals (in total and
snatch) in Bogota (India), in 2022, at 71
kg, one silver medal (in snatch) in Ash-
gabat, two bronze medals - in total, in
Ashgabat, in 2018, and in Pattaya, in
2019, in the 64 kg category. At the Eu-
ropean Championships, she achieved
the triple gold (in total, snatch, and
clean and jerk) four times in 2017 and
2018 - at 63 kg and in 2019 and 2021 -
at 64 kg. In the 58 kg category, she won
two silver medals (in clean and jerk
and total), one bronze, in snatch, in
2013, and the triple silver, in 2014. She
was designated the best European
weightlifter of 2021.

EUROPEAN MEDALISTS, BUT WITHOUT
OLYMPIC TICKETS / European cham-
pion in Yerevan, in the 55 kg category
(non-Olympic category), and bronze
medalist in Sofia, in the clean and jerk,
in the 59 kg category (Olympic cate-
gory), Andreea Cotruta was close to the
podium at the World Championships in
Saudi Arabia. Also in the 55 kg cate-
gory, the athlete offiliated with CS
Botosani finished 4th in the total, with
197 kg, being 5th in the snatch (87 kg)
and clean and jerk (110 kg).

Unfortunately, Cosmina Pana, double
silver medalist - in total (153 kg) and in
snatch (70 kg) - in 2023, at the Euro-
pean Championships in Yerevan, in the
45 kg category, was injured at the
World Championships in Saudi Arabia.
The athlete offiliated with CSM Bacdu
competed at 49 kg in the world compe-
titions, but after the snatch competi-
tion, where she finished 7th, with 73
kg, she could not continue the competi-
tion due to back pain.

The failures at the World Champi-
onships weighed them down, and the
two Romanians failed to accumulate
enough points to obtain the much-de-
sired Olympic tickets.

In the men's category, the most
medaled representative of Romania in
weightlifting was Valentin lancu. Triple
medalist at the 2023 European Cham-
pionships in Yerevan in the 55 kg cate-
gory - 1silver, in clean and jerk (136
kg), 2 bronze, in total (245 kg) and in
snatch (109 kg) - and silver medalist at
the 2024 European Championships in
Sofia, in clean and jerk (154 kg), in the
61 kg category, Valentin lancu was far
from qualifying for Paris 2024.

POPULARITY DECLINE / In recent
Yyears, weightlifting competitions have
declined in popularity. At the Paris
2024 Olympic Games, only ten weight
categories will be competed, half of the
categories typically contested in com-
petitions sanctioned by the interna-
tional governing body. The accepted
categories at Paris 2024 are +102 kg,
102 kg, 89 kg, 73 kg, 61 kg, for men,
and +81 kg, 81 kg, 71 kg, 59 kg, 49 kg,

for women. l
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VISEAZA TATAMIUL OLIMPIC

ALEX CRET ARE CELE MAI MARI SANSE SA OBTINA CALIFICAREA LA JOCURILE OLIMPICE

Perioada de calificare olimpica la
judo, care ainceputin 24 iunie
2022, se vaincheia pe 23 iunie
2024, la acea data forul inter-
national de judo urmand a-i
anunta oficial pe cei 372 de ju-
doka din competitia olimpica de
la Paris 2024 (186 la feminin, 186
la masculin), cu 14 sportivi mai
putin decat la Tokyo 2024.

Medalia de bronz pe care Alex
Cret a cucerit-o In aprilie 2024, 1n
limitele categoriei 90 kg, la Cam-
pionatele Europene de judo de
la Zagreb, din Croatia, i-a adus
sportivului legitimat la CSM
Oradea puncte importante n
clasamentul mondial, care l-au
apropiat de biletul olimpic pen-
tru Paris 2024.

Elevul antrenorului Emil Morar
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a avut un parcurs foarte bun la
competitia din Croatia. L-a Tnvins
in turul secund pe belarusul
Aleksandr Sidorik, sportiv inde-
pendent (AIN), in optimi a trecut
de sarbul Nemanja Majdov, cam-
pion european in 2023, medaliat
cu bronz la Mondialele din 2019
si campion mondial 2017, iar in
sferturi s-a impusin fata
francezului Loris Tassier. In
semifinald, Alex Cret a fost Invins
de cel care avea sa castige titlul
European la Zagreb - azerul Eljan
Hajiev, fost campion european
de junioriin 2022, dar in meciul
pentru bronz |-a Tnvins pe olan-
dezul Noel van't End, campion
mondial in 2019.

Motivat de evolutia bund de la
Europene, gratie careia a urcat
pe locul 27 in clasamentul mon-

dial, Alex Cret si-a propus sa par-
ticipe la Campionatele Mondiale
de la Abu Dabi, din Emiratele
Arabe Unite, programate intre
19 si 23 mai 2024.

O evolutie buna la Mondialele
din Emirate, unde In competitia
masculind si-au anuntat partici-
parea 297 de sportivi din 101
tari de pe cele cinci continente,
ar putea fi decisivd In obtinerea
biletului olimpic pentru Paris
2024,

In varsta de 22 de ani, Alex
Cret, judoka roman cu cele mai
mari sanse sa obtind calificarea

olimpica la Paris 2024, a mai par-

ticipat la o singurd editie a Cam-
pionatelor Mondiale de seniori,
n 2022. la Tashkent (Uzbek-
istan), dar a fost eliminat Tn tu-
rurile preliminare. ®

DREAMING OF THE OLYMPIC TATAMI
/ The Olympic judo qualification pe-
riod, which began on June 24, 2022,
will end on June 23, 2024, when the in-
ternational judo governing body will
officially announce the 372 judokas
for the Paris 2024 Olympics (186 fe-
male, 186 male), with 14 fewer ath-
letes than at Tokyo 2020.

The bronze medal that Alex Cret won
in April 2024, in the 90 kg category, at
the European Judo Championships in
Zagreb, Croatia, brought important
points to the athlete affiliated with
CSM Oradea in the world ranking,
which brought him closer to the
Olympic ticket for Paris 2024.
Coached by Emil Morar, the student
had a very good performance in Croa-
tia. He defeated Belarusian Aleksandr
Sidorik, an independent athlete, in the
second round, Serbian Nemanja Maj-
dov, European champion in 2023 and
bronze medalist at the 2019 World
Championships and 2017 world
champion in the round of 16, and in
the quarterfinals, he prevailed against
Frenchman Loris Tassier. In the semi-
finals, Alex Cret was defeated by the
eventual European champion in Za-
greb - Azerbaijani Eljan Hajiev, a for-
mer junior European champion in
2022, but in the bronze medal match,
he defeated Dutchman Noel van't
End, the 2019 world champion.
Motivated by his good performance at
the Europeans, which propelled him
to 27th place in the world ranking,
Alex Cret set his sights on participat-
ing in the World Championships in
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates,
scheduled between May 19 and 23,
2024.

A good performance at the World
Championships in the Emirates,
where 297 athletes from 101 coun-
tries across the five continents have
announced their participation in the
men's competition, could be decisive
in obtaining the Olympic ticket for
Paris 2024.

At 22 years old, Alex Cret, the Roman-
ian judoka with the best chances of
qualifying for Paris 2024, has only
participated in one edition of the Sen-
ior World Championships, in 2022 in
Tashkent (Uzbekistan), but was elimi-
nated in the preliminary rounds. B
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SABRINA VOINEA

ARG
AL G

Timp de doua saptamani, Rimini
a fost centrul gimnasticii eu-
ropene in 2024. Romania a
supravietuit Tn elita gimnasticii
prin Sabrina Voinea, singura
sportiva din Romania care a
urcat pe podiumul continental.
La fel ca anul trecut, numai ca de
data asta, Sabrina a castigat
doua medalii de argint, la barna
si sol.

La fel ca anul trecut, numai ca de
data asta, Sabrina a castigat
doua medalii de argint, la barna
sisol.

M Echipa senioare: Sabrina
Voinea-Maneca (antrenori
Camelia Voinea, Cristian
Moldovan), Ana Barbosu, Lilia
Cosman, Amalia Ghigoarta,
Mara Ceplinschi (antrenori
Patrick Kiens, Corina Morosan,
Daymon Jones, Florin Cotutiu).

In Saptdmana Mare a Pastelui,
gimnastica romaneasca si-a con-
sumat ultimul mare test inaintea
Jocurilor Olimpice. Echipa femi-
nina a Romaniei a inceput euro-
peanul cu un moment dureros,
Mara Ceplinschi s-a accidentat la
antrenamentul pe podium, la
sarituri, si a fost nevoitd sa
priveasca competitia de pe mar-
gine. Sabrina Voinea, Ana Bar-
bosu, Lilia Cosman si Amalia
Ghigoartd au concurat pentru
Romania In calificari. Sabrina
Voinea a tras echipa dupa ea si,
in ciuda unor ratdri ale colegelor
sale, echipa s-a calificat in finala
de 8. Sabrina si-a consolidat
statutul de lider prin locul 4 de la
individual compus. Sabrina a
avut trei aparate excelente, sol,
barna si sarituri s, la final, a fost
la noua zecimi de bronz. Lilia
Cosman a avut un concurs fru-

N

mos, constant si fard ratare si a
terminat pe locul 8. Din pacate,
Ana Barbosu, gimnasta cu
potential de individual compus,
aratat la sol, paralele sibarnd si
afostabiaa 12-a, cu 51.732
puncte. Amalia Ghigoarta a
cdzut la barnd si a avut prob-
leme la sol, totalul ei, 51.433, al
13-lea.

@ Individual compus, clasament:
1. Manila Esposito (Ita) 55.432
2. Alice D"Amato (Ita)  54.831
3. Alice Kinsella (M.Brit) 53.599
4. Sabrina VOINEA (Rou) 52.700

Pentru prima data in istoria
gimnasticii, competitia a progra-
mat Intrecerea finalelor pe
aparate inaintea finalei pe
echipe. Sabrina Voinea, antre-
natd de mama sa, Camelia
Voinea, si Cristian Moldovan, a
facut o demonstratie de ce
inseamna sd concurezi cu zam-
betul pe buze si cu pldcerea de a
concura in fata publicului. A
transformat energia camenilor
in emotii constructive si a stralu-
cit la Rimini. La barna, a avut cea
mai mare dificultate din finala.
Si-a depdsit executia din cali-
ficari, a primit 14.166. Ea a fost
depdsita de italianca Esposito,
aflata intr-o zi de exceptie, in
care a lipit toate aterizdrile si, cu
14.300, a luat aurul. Bronzul a
revenit experimentatei Marine
Boyer (FRA), care a trecut si ea cu
putin de bariera celor 14 puncte.
Lilia Cosman a avut din nou o
evolutie bund, a terminat pe
locul 4.

@ Clasament barna:

1. Manila Esposito (ITA) 14.300
2. Sabrina VOINEA (ROU) 14.166
3. Marine Boyer (FRA) 14.033

4. Lilia Cosman (ROU) 13.500

L VIU
MNASTICII

De pe podiumul european, cu
zambetul pe chip, Sabrina a in-
tratin finala de la sol cu moralul
ridicat si dornica sa arate ce stie.
Pianul si acordurile melodiei "A
Paris” a lui Yves Montand au in-
sotit-o pe covor. Cu linii acroba-
tice valoroase, Sabrina a
impresionat prin modul in care a
luptat pentru fiecare element.
Coregrafia a fost semnata de
Alexandra Tudorache, la com-
pozitia artisticd avand con-
tributie si Maria Fumea,
vicepresedintele FRG. Un pas
mic in afara liniei, dupd un "Sili-
vas” plin de elan, a costat-o pe
Sabrina aurul. "Argintul viu” a
avut iardsi cea mai mare dificul-
tate, diferenta fiind data de exe-
cutie. Penalizarea pentru pas si
iesirea din covor au facut difere-
nta dintre aur si argint la aceastd
editie a europenelor. A castigat
tot Manila Esposito, o gimnastd
de fortd, evoluand In aplauzele
spectatorilor italieni care au in-
curajat-o permanent din tribune.
Succesul italienilor a fost dublu,
bronzul revenind Angelei An-
dreoli.

@ Clasament sol:

1. Manila Esposito (Ita) 13.833
2. Sabrina VOINEA (Rou) 13.700
3. Angela Andreoli (Ita) 13.666

In finala de la s&rituri, Ana Bar-
bosu a avut doud evolutii care au
demonstrat constanta ei la acest
aparat din ultima vreme. Cu difi-
cultate mai buna decat a ocu-
pantei locului 2, bulgdroaica
Georgieva, Ana a platit din cauza
executiei. I-a "furat” bronzul pen-
tru 33 de miimi o sportiva de
16 ani. Franta e natiunea care a
dominat acest aparat, Coline
Deuvillard, alias "Co-Co", antrenata
de Nelu Pop, a castigat la Rimini }



) al treilea titlu continental la acest
aparat. Primul a fost la Eu-
ropenele de la Cluj din 2017.
Debut cu dreptul la seniori pen-
tru cealaltd finalistd a francezilor,
Ming van Eijken, la o zecime de
argint.

@ Clasament sarituri:

1. Coline Devillard (FRA) 13.866

2. Valentina Georgieva (BUL)
13.799

3. Ming Van Eijken (FRA) 13.699

4. Ana BARBOSU (RUO) 13.666

Din pacate, Romania nu a
avut finalista la paralele, unde ti-
tlul a revenit altei italience, Alice
D'Amato.

Chiar in Duminica Pastelui gim-
nastica romaneasca spera sa i se
potriveascad si ei confirmarea
"avarat a inviat!". Echipa feminina
a Romaniei a intrat in luptd pen-
tru o noud medalie. Unele dintre
fete au fost marcate de presiu-
nea unei finale pe echipe, venita
ultima in program. Romania a
fost in luptd directa cu Franta
pentru bronz, trei aparate. Italia
si Marea Britanie fiind In com-
petitie pentru aur. La paralele au
avut semiratari Ana Barbosu si
Amalia Ghigoarta, Ana a ratat la
barnd, iar Ama a incheiat aple-
cata solul. Lilia a fost constantd la
primele trei aparate, Sabrina a
fost depunctata la dificultate la
barna, arbitrele au considerat ca
Nnu a intors o saritura artistica si
nu a legat-o cu urmatorul ele-
ment, drept urmare i-a lipsit 0
cerintd de 0,5 puncte. La sol, ea a
avut cea mai mare notd pentru
echipg, cu o evolutie frumoasa si
care a relevat din nou talentul ei
la acest aparat.

Medalia s-a decis in ultimul
schimb, la sdrituri. Din pdcate,
Lilia Cosman a ratat, si cea mica
sansd de a invinge Franta la
acest aparat s-a spulberat. Bar-
bosu si Voinea au sarit, dar
Romania a terminat pe locul 4.
Doar daca Franta ar fi ratat ... dar
dacd nu exista in sportul de per-
formanta.

@ Clasament echipe:

1. Italia 164.162

2. Marea Britanie 162.162
3. Franta 158.796

4. ROMANIA 156.397

Nici junioarele nu au reusit sa
urce pe podium la Rimini, ele au
terminat pe locul 8, iar cele trei
prezente din finale s-au incheiat
fara medalii. Anamaria Mihaiescu
(locul 8 sarituri, locul 6 barna)) si
Alexia Blanaru (locul 8 barna) au
fost cele mai bune pozitii ocu-
pate de junioarele tricolore.

W Echipa de junioare: Ana-
maria Mihaiescu, Alexia Bla-
naru, Neli Papana, Adelina
lonescu, Ariana Cotu

In competitia masculing, echipa
Romaniei a terminat pe locul 25.
Nici un gimnast din Romania nu
a accesin finale. Andrei
Muntean, calificat la Jocurile
Olimpice, a fost cel mai aproape
de obiectiv, la paralele. La juniori,
David Puicea a prins finala la sari-
turi, dar a ratat in competitia
pentru medalii.

Gimnastica romaneasca s-a
salvat, asadar, la Rimini prin
evolutia Sabrinei Voinea.
Urmeaza Paris 2024, si toata
lumea asteaptd revenirea gim-
nasticii romanesti in elita mondi-
ala. Vom vedea. ®

N
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SABRINA VOINEA - THE LIVING SILVER
OF GYMNASTICS / For two weeks, Rim-
ini was the center of European gym-
nastics in 2024. Romania survived in
the elite of gymnastics through Sabrina
Voinea, the only Romanian athlete to
step onto the continental podium. Just
like last year, but this time, Sabrina
won two silver medals, on beam and
floor.

During the Holy Week, Romanian
gymnastics underwent its final major
test before the Olympic Games. The
Romanian women's team began the
European Championships with a
painful moment as Mara Ceplinschi
got injured during podium training for
vaults, forcing her to watch the compe-
tition from the sidelines. Sabrina
Voinea, Ana Barbosu, Lilia Cosman,
and Amalia Ghigoartd competed for
Romania in the qualifiers. Sabrina
Voinea led the team, and despite some
mistakes from her teammates, the
team qualified for the top 8. Sabrina
consolidated her leadership status
with a 4th place finish in the all-
around. Sabrina excelled on three ap-
paratuses, floor, beam, and vault,
finishing just nine-tenths away from
bronze. Lilia Cosman had a beautiful,
consistent competition without errors
and finished in 8th place. Unfortu-
nately, Ana Barbosu, a gymnast with
potential in the all-around, made mis-
takes on floor, bars, and beam, finish-
ing only 12th with 51.732 points.
Amalia Ghigoarta fell on beam and
struggled on floor, placing 13th with a
total of 51.433 points.

Individual All-Around Ranking:
1.Manila Esposito (ITA) 55.432
2.Alice D'’Amato (ITA) 54.831
3.Alice Kinsella (GBR) 53.599
4.Sabrina VOINEA (ROU) 52.700

For the first time in gymnastics his-
tory, the apparatus finals were sched-
uled before the team final. Sabrina
Voinea, coached by her mother,
Camelia Voinea, and Cristian
Moldovan, demonstrated what it
means to compete with a smile and
the pleasure of performing in front of
an audience. She transformed people's
energy into constructive emotions and
shone in Rimini. She had the highest
difficulty on beam in the final. She im-
proved her execution from the quali-
fiers and received a score of 14.166.
However, she was surpassed by the
Italian Esposito, who had an excep-
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tional day, sticking all landings and
winning gold with a score of 14.300.
The bronze went to the experienced
Marine Boyer (FRA), who also sur-
passed the 14-point barrier. Lilia Cos-
man again had a good performance,
finishing 4th.

Beam Final Ranking:

1.Manila Esposito (ITA) 14.300
2.Sabrina VOINEA (ROU) 14.166
3.Marine Boyer (FRA) 14.033
4.Lilia Cosman (ROU) 13.500

With a smile on her face, Sabrina en-
tered the floor final with high morale,
eager to show what she's capable of.
Accompanied by the piano and the
melody of "A Paris" by Yves Montand,
she took to the floor. With valuable ac-
robatic lines, Sabrina impressed with
her fighting spirit for each element.
The choreography was designed by
Alexandra Tudorache, with artistic
composition also contributed by Maria
Fumea, the vice-president of the Ro-
manian Gymnastics Federation. A
small step out of bounds after an ener-
getic "Silivas" cost Sabrina the gold.
"Living silver" once again had the high-
est difficulty, with the difference being
in execution. A penalty for the step and
going out of bounds made the differ-
ence between gold and silver in this
edition of the Europeans. Manila Es-
posito won gold again, displaying
strength and receiving constant en-
couragement from the Italian specta-
tors. Italy's success was doubled, with
Angela Andreoli taking the bronze.

Floor Final Ranking:

1.Manila Esposito (ITA) 13.833
2.Sabrina VOINEA (ROU) 13.700
3.Angela Andreoli (ITA) 13.666

Unfortunately, Romania did not have
a finalist on bars, where the title went
to another Italian, Alice D’Amato. On
Easter Sunday, Romanian gymnastics
hoped to be able to say about itself;
"Truly it has risen!" The Romanian
women's team fought for another
medal. Some of the girls felt the pres-
sure of a team final, which came last in
the program. Romania battled directly
with France for bronze over three appa-
ratuses, while Italy and Great Britain
were competing for gold. Ana Barbosu
and Amalia Ghigoartd had semi-fall on
bars, Ana made a mistake on beam,
and Amalia ended bowed down on
floor. Lilia was consistent on the first
three apparatuses, but Sabrina was pe-

nalized for difficulty on beam; the
Jjudges deemed that she didn't complete
an artistic leap and failed to connect it
with the next element, resulting in a 0.5-
point deduction. However, she had the
highest score for the team on floor,
showcasing her talent once again.

The medal was decided in the final ro-
tation, on vaults. Unfortunately, Lilia
Cosman fell, and Romania's slim
chance of defeating France at this ap-
paratus vanished. Barbosu and Voinea
performed their vaults, but Romania
finished 4th. If only France had made a
mistake... but "if" doesn't exist in high-

performance sports.

Team Final Ranking:

1. Italy 164.162

2. Great Britain 162.162
3. France 158.796

4. ROMANIA 156.397

The juniors also failed to step onto
the podium in Rimini, finishing 8th,
and the three appearances in the fi-
nals ended without medals. Anamaria
Mihaiescu (8th on vault, 6th on beam)
and Alexia Blanaru (8th on beam) had
the best positions among the Roman-
ian junior gymnasts.

Junior Team: Anamaria Mihdiescu,
Alexia Blanaru, Neli Papanad, Adelina
lonescu, Ariana Cotu

In the men's competition, the Roman-
ian team finished 25th. No Romanian
gymnast made it to the finals. Andrei
Muntean, qualified for the Olympic
Games, came closest to the target, es-
pecially on bars. In the junior category,
David Puicea made the vault final but
missed out on medal contention.
Romanian gymnastics was saved,
therefore, in Rimini thanks to Sabrina
Voinea's performance. Next up is Paris
2024, and everyone is waiting for the
return of Romanian gymnastics to the
world elite. We shall see.



PARIUL LUI DAVID

MAREA PROVOCARE A CAMPIONULUI ROMAN ESTE TITLUL OLIMPIC LA PARIS!

Pentru inotatori, aventura califi-
carii olimpice pentru Paris 2024 a
nceput anul trecut, pe 1 martie,
si se vaincheia pe 23 iunie, cu 33
de zile inainte de startul Jocurilor.

David Popovici si Vlad Stefan
Stancu sunt primii tricolori care
au realizat baremurile impuse
de forul international de natatie -
World Aquatics si si-au asigurat
prezenta in intrecerile olimpice
de inot din Franta - David, la 100
m liber, iar Vlad, la 1500 m liber.
Pentru ceilalti romani, numard-
toarea inversd devine din cein
ce mai apasdtoare, iar emaotiile
din ce in ce mai mari. Pana la
Jocurile Olimpice de la Paris (26
iulie -11 august), cele maiimpor-
tante competitii unde inotatorii
tricoloriisi vor putea omologa
timpii de calificare olimpica sunt
etapa din Barcelona a concursu-
lui Mare Nostrum (29-30 mai) si
Campionatele Europene din Ser-
bia, de la Belgrad (17-23 iunie).

La cea mai importanta com-
petitie de natatie a anului - Cam-
pionatele Mondiale de la Doha,
destul de controversata
deoarece a fost programatd in
premiera in an olimpic, cu cinci
luni nainte de Intrecerile
olimpice, David Popovici, ca mulfi
alti inotatori de top ai lumii, a
decis sa nu participe. Absenta
unor nume mari ale Tnotului
mondial a fost motivatd de do-
rinta acestora de a-si concentra
intreaga atentie pentru

pregdtirea in vederea participarii
la Jocurile Olimpice, unde multi,
la fel ca David Popovici, tintesc
un loc pe podium.

Chiar si fara vedete, intrecerile
mondiale de inot au fost extrem
de puternice, iar componentii lo-
tului Romaniei - Vlad Stancu,
Denis Popescu, Andrei Anghel,
Robert Badea si Patrick Dinu,
care au participat in premiera la
un campionat mondial de se-
niori In bazin de 50 m, s-au oprit
in serii In toate probele la care
au participat.

RECORDUL LUI DAVID,
DOBORAT CU 0,06 SECUNDE!

Mai mult, pe 11 februarie, cand a
avut loc finala mondiald la
stafeta masculin 4x100 m liber,
chinezul Pan Zhanle a doborat
recordul mondial la 100 m liber
care i apartinea lui David
Popovici din 2022, de la Campi-
onatele Europene de natatie de
la Roma. In Italia, David devenea
eroul nu numai al Europei, ci al
intregii lumi, dupa un "zbor” prin
apa in finala masculina de la 100
m liber incheiat cu cel mai rapid
timp din istorie pe distanta
vedeta a inotului - 46.86 s. La
numai 17 ani, David cucerea ini-
mile iubitorilor de inot de pe in-
treg mapamondul, iar in
Romania cdpdta dimensiunile
unui zeu al sportului, adorat de
copii, iubit de performeri, inspi-
ratie pentru oameniin general.
Faptul cd a fost detronat din

pozitia de lider mondial, mai intai
l-a Intristat pe David Popovidi,
dar apoi l-a bucurat, pentru cd i-
a reaprins dorinta de a redeveni
cel mai bun din lume, dupa cum
a declarat chiar el.

La Mondialele de la Doha,
chinezul Pan Zhanle a intrat pe
lista scurta a celor mai rapizi
Tnotatori ai lumii, dupa ce a ino-
tat primii 100 m ai stafetei 4x100
[ liber in 46,80 secunde, fiind cu
0,06 secunde mai rapid decat
David. Doar cinci sportivi au
reusit pand In prezent sa inoate
100 m liber - proba "regind " a
inotului sub bariera de 47 se-
cunde - David Popovici (46.86),
César Cielo (Brazilia, 46.91),
Alain Bernard (Franta, 46.94),
Caeleb Dressel (SUA, 46.96).

La 19 ani, Zhanle nunumai cd a
stabilit un nou record mondial si
si-a condus echipa pe prima
treapta a podiumului, dar a de-
clarat cd are resurse sa isi Im-
bunatateascd acest timp la
Jocurile Olimpice de la Paris.

SARITORII TN APA, IN TOP, DAR
FARA BILETE PENTRU PARIS

Mondialele de natatie de la
Doha au reprezentat ultima
competitie unde saritorii in apa
au putut obtine calificarea la
Jocurile Olimpice Paris 2024. Din
pdcate, niciunul dintre cei doi
reprezentanti ai Romaniei aflati
in cursa pentru Paris, In proba
de platforma 10 m, nu a reusit
sa se claseze in primele 18 locuri y
continuare in pagina 75
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} sisd obtind mult-ravnitele bilete
olimpice.

Nicoleta-Angelica Muscalu a
fost pe locul 36 in calificari, in
timp ce Constantin Popovici, in-
itial cotat cu sanse reale sa
ajunga la Jocuri, s-a clasat pe 40.
La sarituri de la mare inaltime
(27 m), evolutia romanilor a fost
insa remarcabild. Catdlin Preda,
n varsta de 32 de ani, a obtinut
medalia de bronz, fiind singurul
roman care a urcat pe podium la
Mondialele de la Doha. La editia
de anul trecut a CM, la Fukuoka,
Catalin Preda a cucerit medalia
de argint, la fel ca la Campi-
onatele Europene din 2022.

Constantin Popovici, campi-
onul mondial la sarituri de la
mare Tndltime la Fukuoka in
2023, aintrat cu probleme me-
dicale In competitia lumii de la
Doha si aincheiat pe locul 8.

In acest inceput de an,
sportivul legitimat la CSM Bacau
a trebuit sa se multumeasca
doar cu trofeul King Kahekili, cu
care a fost recompensat in
primdvarg, dupa ce a castigat
Seria Mondiala Red Bull Cliff
Diving 2023. Popovici a devenit
astfel primul roman din istoria
competitiei care a reusit aceasta
performanta.

DAVID POPOVICI,
DE NEINVINS LA NATIONALE

La Campionatele Nationale
care au avut loc in aprilie Ia
Complexul National de Natatie
de la Otopeni, David Popovici
n-a avut adversar care sd-i stea
in cale In niciuna dintre cele
patru probe in stilul liber la care
a concurat pe distantele de 50,
100, 200 si 400 m. Chiar daca
probele de 100 si 200 m liber
sunt favoritele lui, David a
raspuns provocdrii lansate de
antrenorul sau si a participat si
la 50 si 400 m liber, unde s-a de-
clarat multumit ca a realizat
timpi foarte buni, reusind sa-si
asigure prezenta la Campi-
onatele Europene din Serbia, din
iunie. Mai mult, la 400 m liber a
inregistrat cel mai bun timp al
sau din carierd - 3:47,54.

Vlad Stancu a impresionat la

randul sdu la Otopeni, unde a
cucerit doud medalii de aur, la
800 si 1500 m liber, si una de
argint la 400 m liber, unde a fost
Invins doar de David Popovidi.
Intr-un an deosebit de dificil, cu
examene de Bacalaureat in vara,
Stancu "Tancu” spera ca la Paris
sa faca o figura cat mai fru-
moasd, dar o medalie spera sa
cucereasca mai degrabd la Los
Angeles 2028. O surpriza poate
sa produca insa oricand, mai
ales cd va concura fara presiune,
asa cum a facut-o si David
Popovici la editia precedentd a
Jocurilor, unde aincheiat pe un
surprinzator loc 4 in proba de
100 m liber, rezultat care ulterior
l-a propulsat intr-o carierd de ex-
ceptie

DENIS POPESCU, TOT MAI
APROAPE DE PARIS 2024

Tot la Otopeni, Denis Popescu
a fost la doar 23 de sutimi de se-
cunda de biletul olimpic pentru
Paris 2024, in proba de 100 m
spate. Sportivul pregdtit de Bog-
dan Stroe si legitimat in prezent
la Clubul Sportiv Olimpia Bucu-
resti a reusit sa incheie cursa cu
timpul de 53,97 s, sub baremul
care poate fi luatin considerare
pentru participarea olimpica
(Olympic Consideration Time -
OCT) la 100 m spate - 54, 01, dar
nu si sub baremul de calificare
olimpica al probei - 53,74 s.

Denis Popescu, format la CSS
Resita, unde a fost antrenat de
Nadia Campan, este pe o curba
ascendenta a formei sale fizice,
reconfirmata si de celelalte doua
titluri nationale cucerite la 50 m
spate si 50 m future, la acesta
din urma cu record national de
seniori. Mutarea sa in Bucuresti,
unde este student la facultatea
de limbi straine, s-a dovedit a fi
inspiratd, resiteanul im-
bunatatindu-si considerabil
timpii de concurs.

Denis Popescu, care a crescut
admirandu-I pe Robert Glinta,
fascinat de duelurile din bazin
dintre Glinta si Daniel Martin,
este Increzator caisi va realiza
visul de a participa la Jocurile
Olimpice de la Paris. &



see page 73 too

DAVID'S BET / The countdown to the
Olympics has reached a critical stage,
with just 33 days remaining before
the opening ceremony. For swimmers,
the journey towards Olympic qualifi-
cation for Paris 2024 began on March
1 last year and will conclude on June
23, meeting the deadline set by the in-
ternational swimming forum - World
Aquatics. Leading the charge for Ro-
mania are David Popovici and Viad
Stefan Stancu, the first to meet the
stringent standards, ensuring their
participation in the Olympic swim-
ming events in France. David has
qualified for the 100m freestyle, while
Viad will compete in the 1500m
freestyle.

As the clock ticks down, anticipation
and nerves mount for other Romanian
swimmers. Until the Paris Olympics
(July 26 - August 11), key competitions
where Romanian swimmers can
achieve Olympic qualification times in-
clude the Barcelona leg of the Mare
Nostrum competition (May 29-30) and
the European Championships in Bel-
grade, Serbia (June 17-23).

At the pinnacle event of the swim-
ming calendar - the World Champi-
onships in Doha, controversy arose
due to its scheduling just five months
before the Olympics. Despite the ab-
sence of top swimmers, including
David Popovici, who opted to focus
solely on Olympic preparations, the
competition remained fiercely com-
petitive. Romanian team members
such as Vlad Stancu, Denis Popescu,
Andrei Anghel, Robert Badea, and
Patrick Dinu participated in their first
senior world championship, though
they faced tough challenges and were
eliminated in the early stages of their
events.

DAVID'S RECORD WAS SURPASSED
BY A MERE 0.06 SECONDS / Addlition-
ally, during the men's 4x100m
freestyle relay world final on February
11, China's Pan Zhanle broke the
100m freestyle world record previ-
ously held by David Popovici from the
2022 European Swimming Champi-
onships in Rome. In Italy, David cap-
tured the hearts of swimming
enthusiasts worldwide by achieving
the fastest time in history in the men's
100m freestyle final, clocking in at
46.86 seconds. At just 17 years old,
David became a beloved figure in the
swimming community globally and
attained iconic status in Romania, ad-
mired by children, revered by athletes,
and serving as an inspiration to all. Al-
though initially saddened by being de-

throned as the world leader, David
eventually found solace in the oppor-
tunity to reclaim his title, fueling his
determination to excel once more.

At the World Championships in
Doha, China's Pan Zhanle joined the
elite ranks of the world's fastest swim-
mers by completing the first 100m of
the 4x100m freestyle relay in 46.80
seconds, surpassing David's time by
0.06 seconds. Only five athletes have
thus far broken the 47-second barrier
in the 100m freestyle event: David
Popovici (46.86), César Cielo (Brazil,
46.91), Alain Bernard (France, 46.94),
and Caeleb Dressel (USA, 46.96). At 19
Yyears old, Zhanle not only set a new
world record and guided his team to
victory but also expressed confidence
in his ability to further improve his
performance at the Paris.

ROMANIAN DIVERS, REACHING GREAT
HEIGHTS ON THE WORLD STAGE, YET
MISSING OUT ON PARIS 2024 TICKETS /
The World Swimming Championships
in Doha served as the final opportu-
nity for divers to secure qualification
for the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. Re-
grettably, neither of the two Roman-
ian contenders in the 10m platform
event managed to secure a top-18
placement and secure coveted
Olympic tickets.

Nicoleta-Angelica Muscalu finished
36th in the qualifications, while Con-
stantin Popovici, initially considered a
strong contender for Olympic qualifi-
cation, placed 40th.

However, Romanian athletes ex-
celled in high diving (27m). Catdlin
Preda, aged 32, clinched the bronze
medal, emerging as the sole Roman-
ian to grace the podium at the World
Championships in Doha. At last year's
edition in Fukuoka, Preda secured the
silver medal, mirroring his achieve-
ment at the 2022 European Champi-
onships.

Constantin Popovici, the reigning
world high jump champion from
Fukuoka 2023, faced medical issues
during the Doha competition and fin-
ished in 8th place.

Earlier in the year, the CSM Bacdau
athlete received the King Kahekili tro-
phy after triumphing in the Red Bull
Cliff Diving World Series 2023, becom-
ing the first Romanian in the competi-
tion's history to achieve this accolade.

DAVID POPOVICI DOMINATED the
Otopeni Nationals without facing any
challengers in the four freestyle
events he competed in—50m, 100m,
200m, and 400m—at the National

Swimming Complex in April. While the
100m and 200m events are his pre-
ferred distances, David accepted his
coach's challenge and also partici-
pated in the 50m and 400m freestyle
races. He expressed satisfaction with
his performance in all events, achiev-
ing excellent times and securing his
spot at the upcoming European
Championships in Serbia in June. No-
tably, David achieved a career-best
time of 3:47.54 in the 400m freestyle.
Vlad Stancu also made an impression
at Otopeni, claiming gold medals in
the 800m and 1500m freestyle events,
and a silver medal in the 400m
freestyle, where he was narrowly de-
feated by David Popovici. Despite fac-
ing the challenges of baccalaureate
exams later in the year, Stancu, affec-
tionately known as "the Tank" aims to
shine in Paris, with his sights set on a
medal at the Los Angeles 2028
Olympics. He remains a potential sur-
prise contender, competing without
the weight of expectation, akin to
David Popovici's unexpected 4th-place
finish in the 100m freestyle at the pre-
vious Games, a result that propelled
him to an exceptional career.

DENIS POPESCU IS EDGING CLOSER TO
SECURING HIS SPOT AT PARIS 2024 /
At the Otopeni Nationals, he came
tantalizingly close to earning an
Olympic ticket for the 100m back-
stroke, finishing just 23 hundredths of
a second shy. Trained by Bogdan
Stroe and representing Olympia
Sports Club Bucharest, Popescu com-
pleted the race in 53.97 seconds,
falling short of the Olympic Consider-
ation Time (OCT) of 54.01, but not far
from the Olympic qualifying standard
of 53.74 seconds.

Popescu, formerly trained at CSS
Resita under Nadia Cdmpan's guid-
ance, has been on an upward trajec-
tory in terms of his physical
conditioning. He underscored his form
by clinching two additional national
titles in the 50m backstroke events,
setting a senior national record in the
latter. His relocation to Bucharest,
where he is pursuing studies at the
Faculty of Foreign Languages, has
proven to be fruitful, with significant
improvements in his competitive
times.

Inspired by his admiration for
Robert Glinta and captivated by the
pool battles between Glinta and
Daniel Martin, Popescu remains
steadfast in his belief that he will real-
ize his dream of competing in Paris
2024. ®
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SINGURUL JOC DE ECHIPA
PREZENT LA PARIS 2024

POLOISTII TRICOLORI, DUPA 12 ANI, DIN NOU LA TURNEUL FINAL AL JOCURILOR OLIMPICE

Miraculos! Incredibil! Neastep-
tat! In extremis! Sunt doar
cateva dintre cuvintele care au
descris in titluri de-o schioapa in
mass-media din Romania perfor-
manta reprezentativei mascu-
line de polo a Romaniei
calificata, dupa 12 ani, la o editie
aJocurilor Olimpice de vara.

"Visele devin realitate!”, "Paris,
venim!” a titrat pagina oficiala de
facebook a Federatiei Romane
de Polo (FRP). Un entuziasm
general a pus stapanire pe iu-
bitorii de polo din Romania, iar
jucatorii si intreg staff-ul forului
de specialitate promit sa dea tot
ce au mai bun la Paris 2024.

La Campionatele Mondiale de
natatie de la Doha, din februarie
anul acesta, unde s-au pus la ba-
taie ultimele bilete pentru

turneul olimpic de polo de la
Paris 2024, nationala Romaniei
nu se numadra printre favorite.
Cu toate acestea, in sufletele
poloistilor tricolori scanteia posi-
bilei calificari la Jocuri era
nestinsg, iar dorinta de a ajunge
la turneul olimpic le dadea aripi.
Inainte de startul CM erau deja
calificate Franta, ca tara gazda,
Ungaria - campioana mondialg,
Grecia - vicecampioana mondi-
ald, Japonia - campioana Asiej,
SUA - campioana Pan Ameri-
cang, Africa de Sud - calificata
din Africa, Australia - calificata
din Oceania, si Spania - calificatd
din Europa. La Mondialele de la
Doha, lupta pentru cele patru
bilete rdmase urma sd se dea
intre Serbia, Croatia, Muntene-
gru, ltalia, care ulterior au i
obtinut calificarea, Ching,

Brazilia, Kazakhstan si Romania.
In culise se "auzea” ca
reprezentativa Africii de Sud s-ar
putea retrage, dar zvonurile se
opreau la staff-ul tehnic, care nu
dorea ca jucdtorii sa-si facd spe-
rante nefondate si sd-si piarda
concentrarea n timpul com-
petitiei. "Aveam semnale despre
0 posibila retragere a Africii de
Sud inca de la inceputul Mondi-
alelor”, a marturisit Alexandru
Matei, presedintele FRP, fost
component al echipei de polo a
Romaniei care a participat la
Jocurile Olimpice Londra 2012,
ultima prezenta tricolord la un
turneu olimpic de polo.
"Erau doar niste vorbe, dar noi
eram extrem de atenti la tot ce
se intampld n jurul nostru. In su-
fletele tuturor speranta calificarii
era mai vie ca niciodata, side )



)} aceea am incercat sd fim cat se
poate de profesionisti, atat in ba-
zin, cat sin afara lui. I-am sfatuit
pe bdieti, sima bucur cd m-au
ascultat, sa aiba un comporta-
ment exemplar pe parcursul in-
tregii lor sederila Doha de la
atitudinea din timpul meciurilor,
pana la interactiunea cu adver-
sarii, cu arbitrii, cu ceilalti tehni-
cieni, cu reprezentatii World
Aquatics, intr-un cuvant cu TOT.
Ma gandeam cd trebuie sa fim la
cel mainalt nivel al nostru. lar
baietii au dat tot ce au avut mai
bun la competitia mondiala din
Qatar”.

O VICTORIE PENTRU
CALIFICAREA OLIMPICA!

Semnalele despre probabila
retragere a Africii de Sud au de-
venit mai puternice dupd meciul
cu Muntenegru (n.r. - partida
Romania - Muntenegru, pentru
calificarea in sferturile de finala
pierduta de tricolori cu scorul
de 9-12). Cu muntenegrenii,
bdietii nostri au jucat la maxi-
mum, au dat tot ce au putut, dar
tineretea si lipsa de experientd
si-au spus cuvantul. Peste numai
doua zile urma meciul cu China
(n.r. - intalnire de clasament
pentru locurile 9-12), iar rezul-
tatul acestui medi ar fi putut fi
decisiv pentru calificarea
olimpica a Romaniei, in cazul
eventualei retrageri a Africii de
Sud. Si noj, si chinezii aveam ace-
leasi informatii si atat noi cat si ei
stiam miza acestei intalniri.

Baietii nostri erau storsi dupa
meciul cu muntenegrenii, iar in-
frangerea isi pusese amprenta si
asupra psihicului multora dintre
el’, si-a amintit presedintele foru-
lui national de polo.

Intalnirea cu China a fost pe
viata si pe moarte. Un meci de
infarct! Tricolorii au inceput ezi-
tant si au fost condusi cu 2-0 si
5-3. Elevii lui Bogdan Rath si-au
regdsit insa cadenta, au revenit
spectaculos si au marcat cinci
goluri consecutive, iar la final au
castigat cu 9-7.

La acel moment, victoria in fata
Chineiinsemna doar oportuni-
tatea de a juca pentru locurile 9-
10, iar infrangerea cu scorul 9-13
in fata Statelor Unite ale Americii
a decis pozitia finald a Romaniei
la CM de la Doha - locul 10.
Dupa cateva zile, Alexandru
Matei a aflat vestea cea mare pe
care a tinut-o strict secreta
cateva ore, pana ce jucatorii au
fost anuntati oficial de reprezen-
tantii World Aquatics (Federatia
Internationala de Natatie, ex- )

continuare in pagina 78

POLO, ROMANIA'S SOLE TEAM SPORT
AT PARIS 2024 TRICOLOR POLO PLAY-
ERS RETURN TO THE OLYMPIC STAGE
AFTER 12 YEARS / Miraculous! Incredi-
ble! Unexpected! In extremis! These are
just a few of the words used in the Ro-
manian media to describe the remark-
able achievement of the Romanian
men'’s polo team, qualifying for the
Summer Olympics after a 12-year ab-
sence. "Dreams do come true!" ex-
claimed the official Facebook page of
the Romanian Polo Federation (RPF),
adding, "Paris, here we come!" A wave
of enthusiasm has swept through the
Romanian polo community, with play-
ers and staff alike promising to give
their all at Paris 2024.

A TALE OF UNEXPECTED QUALIFICATION
/ At the World Swimming Champi-
onships in Doha this February, where
the final slots for the Paris 2024
Olympic polo tournament were at
stake, the Romanian national team
wasn't initially seen as a favorite. Yet,
within the hearts of the tricolor polo
players burned the unquenchable spark
of potential Olympic qualification, fuel-
ing their desire to reach the prestigious
tournament. Prior to the WC kickoff,
France, as the host country, Hungary—
the reigning world champion—Greece,
the world vice-champion, Japan, the
Asian champion, the USA, the Pan
American champion, South Africa, rep-
resenting Africa, Australia, representing
Oceania, and Spain had already se-
cured their spots. The remaining four
slots would be contested by Serbia,
Croatia, Montenegro, Italy (later quali-
fied), China, Brazil, Kazakhstan, and Ro-
mania.

Behind the scenes, whispers circulated
about South Africa's potential with-
drawal, although the coaching staff re-
frained from divulging this information
to prevent the players from being dis-
tracted during the competition. "We re-
ceived hints about a possible South
African withdrawal from the outset of
the World Cup," revealed Alexandru
Matei, president of RPF and former
member of the Romanian polo team
that competed in the London 2012
Olympic Games—the last time Roma-
nia participated in an Olympic polo
tournament. "While mere speculation,
we remained vigilant to all develop-
ments around us. The hope for qualifi-
cation burned brighter than ever in
everyone's hearts, which is why we
aimed for utmost professionalism both
in and out of the pool. | advised the
boys, and I'm pleased they heeded my
counsel, to maintain exemplary con-
duct throughout their stay in Doha,
from their demeanor in matches to
their interactions with opponents, refer-
ees, fellow technicians, and World
Aquatics representatives—essentially,

in every aspect. We believed we had to
perform at our peak, and the boys deliv-
ered their best at the world competition
in Qatar."

TRIUMPH AS CRUCIAL AS OLYMPIC
QUALIFICATION / "The indications of
South Africa’s potential withdrawal
grew stronger following the match
against Montenegro (Editor's Note: Ro-
mania vs. Montenegro, the game deter-
mining qualification for the
quarter-finals, ended in a 9-12 loss for
the tricolor team). Against the Montene-
grins, our players displayed their ut-
most effort, giving their all, yet youth
and lack of experience took their toll.
With just two days until the match
against China (Editor's Note: a ranking
match for places 9-12), the outcome of
this encounter could have held the key
to Romania's Olympic qualification,
contingent upon South Africa's poten-
tial withdrawal. Both we and the Chi-
nese were privy to the same
information, and both parties under-
stood the significance of this match.
Our players were fatigued after the
Montenegro game, and the defeat had
a psychological impact on many of
them," recounted the president of the
national polo association.

The showdown with China was do or
die—a nail-biting match! The Tricolors
started tentatively, falling behind 2-0
and 5-3. However, Bogdan Rath's pro-
teges found their stride, mounting a
spectacular comeback with five consec-
utive goals, ultimately clinching victory
with a 9-7 scoreline.

At that moment, defeating China only
secured the chance to compete for 9th-
10th place, while a subsequent 9-13 loss
to the United States of America solidli-
fied Romania's final standing at the WC
in Doha—10th place.

A few days later, Alexandru Matei re-
ceived significant news that he kept
tightly under wraps for several hours,
until the players were officially in-
formed by representatives of World
Aquatics (formerly FINA, the Interna-
tional Swimming Federation). "l re-
ceived a phone call asking how quickly
we could assemble the boys at the pool.
No further details were provided," re-
called Alexandru Matei. "But in that mo-
ment, | knew we had secured Olympic
qualification, so | immediately con-
tacted Marius (Editor's Note: goalkeeper
Marius Tic, team captain). | instructed
him to keep the news to himself and
gather the team at the pool; we wanted
to surprise them. Despite the immense
difficulty in containing our joy, we both
maintained absolute secrecy, and the
impact was just as we anticipated.”
"We convened at the warm-up pool ad-
Jacent to the main pool, where a repre-
sentative from World Aquatics,
accompanied by the French organizer p

continued on page 79
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urmare din pagina 78

M FINA). "Am primit un telefon si
am fost Intrebat cat de repede
putem aduce bdietii la bazin.
Nimic mai mult”, a povestit
Alexandru Matei. "Atunci am
stiut insd ca ne-am calificat la
Jocurile Olimpice si l-am sunat
pe Marius (n.r. - portarul Marius
Tic, capitanul echipei). l-am spus
Sa NuU spund nimanui Nimic si sa
aduca echipa la bazin, sa le
facem surpriza. Desi a fost in-
credibil de greu, pentru cd ne
venea sd explodam de fericire,
amandoi am pastrat secretul cu
strictete, iar impactul a fost cel
asteptat. Ne-am adunat cu toti la
bazinul de incalzire din spatele
bazinului oficial, apoi un oficial
de la World Aquatics, impreuna
cu organizatorul din Franta, care
venise pentru tragerea la sorti,
au tinut un discurs scurt si au in-
ceput sd Tmparta simbolic
biletele olimpice. Bdietii au
ramas blocati. Nu le venea sa
creada. Intrebau... e real, chiar
ne-am calificat la Jocuri? Unii au
inceput efectiv sa planga. In acel
moment, parcd m-am vazut la
Edmonton, si am retrdit emotiile
prin care am trecut, ca jucator, la
aflarea vestii ca ne-am calificat
la Jocuri. M-am bucurat pentru
echipa noastra ca pentru copilul
meu”, a povestit presedintele
forului national de polo.

TRAGEREA LA SORTI

Grupa A: Croatia, Italia, Statele
Unite ale Americii, Grecia,
Muntenegru, ROMANIA
Grupa B: Australia, Serbia,
Franta, Ungaria, Japonia, Spania.
Bogdan Rath, antrenorul
nationalei: "Grupa de la Jocurile
Olimpice este infernald, bineinte-
les, dar la asa nivel nu ai cum sa
intalnesti adversari slabi."
Bogdan Rath, care a participat
ca jucator la doua editii ale JO -
la Atlanta 1996, cu nationala
Romaniei (locul 13), si la Atena
2004, cu reprezentativa ltaliei
(locul 8), a precizat cg, pentru a
creste in valoare, echipa natio-
nala de polo a Romaniei va tre-
bui sa continue sa participe la
turnee internationale puternice,
pentru ca "in niciun caz nu se va
merge Tn excursie la Paris”.
"Prezenta la Jocurile Olimpice nu
se compara cu nimic. Eu sunt un
Norocos, pentru cd am mai fost
la Jocurile Olimpice, si sunt bu-
Curos ca si eivor vedea ce
inseamna si vor gusta acest
eveniment. Dar nu este o desti-
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natie si atat. Acum trebuie sd
vedem ce facem, trebuie sd n-
tretinem aceasta permanenta in
elita mondiald si in circuitul
acesta european si mondial, tre-
buie sa stam cat mai mult acolo,
pentru ca de acolo vin toate", a
spus Bogdan Rath.

SELECTIE LA NIVEL INALT PEN-
TRU ECHIPA OLIMPICA

Din lotul ldrgit care se va pregdti
pentru Jocuri vor face parte

18 - 20 dintre cei mai valorosi
jucdtori de polo pe apa din
Romania, dar numai 13 vor face
deplasarea la Paris 2024 - 12 ti-
tulari si o rezerva care a fost in-
clusa in lotul olimpic.

"Din lotul pentru Paris vor face
parte jucdtorii care se vor pregati
cel mai bine, care vor munci cel
mai mult si doar cei maiin forma
vor face deplasarea. Avem un
nucleu valoros, dar nimeni nu
are locul asigurat”, a precizat
Alexandu Matei.

Jucatorii care au participat la
Mondialele de la Doha si au
obtinut calificarea nationalei de
polo a Romaniei la Jocurile
Olimpice:

Marius Tic - CSA Steaua Bu-
curesti - capitanul echipei
Silvian Colodrovschi - EN Tour-
coing

Levente Vancsik - CSM Oradea
David Belenyesi - CSM Oradea
Mihai Dragusin - CSA Steaua
Bucuresti - 40 de ani, cel maiin
varsta component al nationalei,
participant la Jocurile Olimpice
Londra 2012

Tudor Fulea - CSA Steaua Bu-
curesti

Vlad Georgescu - CSA Steaua
Bucuresti

Andrei Neam{u- CSA Steaua
Bucuresti

Francesco ludean - CSA Steaua
Bucuresti

Nicolae Oanta - CSA Steaua Bu-
curesti

Andrei Tepelus - CSA Steaua
Bucuresti

David Bota - CSA Steaua Bu-
curesti

lonut Vranceanu - CS Dinamo
Bucuresti

Matei Lutescu - CS Dinamo Bu-
curesti

Andrei Prioteasa - Spandau 04
Berlin

Antrenor principal: Bogdan Rath
Antrenor secund: Alexandru
Deacu M)

Istoric nationala de polo pe
apa a Romaniei - 9 participdri
la Jocurile Olimpice:

W Helsinki 1952 - locul 17
M Melbourne 1956 - locul 8
M Roma 1960 - locul 5

M Tokyo 1964 - locul 5

B MUnchen 1972 - locul 8
W Montreal 1976 - locul 4
W Moscova 1980 - locul 9
M Atlanta 1996 - locul 13

M Londra 2012 - locul 10




M) Timp de doi ani, fiecare victorie a
nationalei de polo a insemnat un
pas nainte
pe drumul spre Paris 2024

Consideratd norocoasa, pentru
ca a venit dupa retragerea Africii
de Sud din competitie, calificarea
echipei nationale de polo a
Romaniei la Jocurile Olimpice a
avut insa la baza multa munca si
un program de pregatire atent
alcatuit, inceput cu doi aniin
urma.

Tricolorii au obtinut cele dintai
rezultate remarcabile la editia
din 2023 a Cupei Mondiale din
SUA. Poloistii romani au produs
0 prima mare surpriza in turneul
pentru locurile 5-8, unde i-au in-
vins cu 17-14 pe sarbi, campioni
olimpici en-titre, iar in meciul
pentru locul 5 s-au luptat cu
grecii de la egal la egal in primele
trei reprize, cedand insd in ul-
tima (8-11).

Au urmat Campionatele Eu-
ropene din Croatia, unde echipa
Romaniei a ajuns in sferturi, iar la
final s-a clasat pe LOCUL 8, asi-
gurandu-si participarea la Cam-
pionatele Mondiale de la Doha,
dupa 11 ani de absentd de laim-
portanta competitie de polo pe
apa a lumii.

La Mondiale, tricolorii au dat
maximum Tn toate Intalnirile, au
luptat pentru fiecare punct, iar la
final s-au clasat pe locul 10.
Dupa retragerea Africii de Sud,
nationala de polo a Romaniei a
fost prima echipa eligibild la cali-
ficare, dupa cele 4 locuri oferite
prin regulament.

Antrenorul Bogdan Rath a sub-
liniat, la revenirea de la Doha, ca
norocul si l-au facut jucdtorii sai.
"E o calificare mare pentru polo,
dar si pentru intreg sportul romé-
nesc. Norocul ti-l faci singur. Nu
stiu dacd aveam noroc dacd nu
ne gdseam acolo pe pozitia
aceea la Mondiale, si nu stiu
dacd aveam noroc dacd nu ne
calificam la aceste Mondiale,
unde nu prea multi credeau ca
vom gjunge", a subliniat Rath. H

following from page 77

D who was present for the draw, delivered
a brief address before ceremonially pre-
senting the Olympic tickets," continued
the president of the national polo asso-
ciation. "The boys were stunned. They
couldn't believe it. Some were overcome
with emotion, shedding tears. In that
moment, it was as if | were transported
back to Edmonton, reliving the intense
emotions | experienced as a player
upon learning of our qualification for
the Games. | felt a profound sense of joy
for our team, akin to that of a parent.”

Romania Draws Tough Group in Paris
The draw for the Paris 2024 Olympic
Water Polo Groups has placed Romania
in Group A alongside Croatia, Italy, the
United States of America, Greece, and
Montenegro. In comparison, Group B
comprises Australia, Serbia, France,
Hungary, Japan, and Spain.

Bogdan Rath, the coach of the national
team, acknowledged the formidable
challenge posed by Romania's group in
the Olympic tournament. "Our group at
the Olympic Games is undoubtedly chal-
lenging, but at this level, one cannot ex-
pect anything less than strong
opponents," remarked the coach.

Having participated as a player in two
Olympic Games—Atlanta 1996 with the
Romanian national team (13th place)
and Athens 2004 with the Italian na-
tional team (8th place)—Rath empha-
sized the importance of continuous
participation in top-tier international
tournaments for the development of
Romania's water polo team. "Attending
the Olympic Games is an unparalleled
experience. | am fortunate to have ex-
perienced it myself, and | am pleased
that my players will also have the op-
portunity to witness and partake in this
event. However, it is not the ultimate
destination. Now, we must focus on our
performance and strive to maintain our
presence in the global elite. We need to
remain competitive in the European
and world circuits for as long as possi-
ble, as this is where the best teams
emerge," Rath emphasized.

HIGH LEVEL SELECTION FOR THE
OLYMPIC TEAM / 18-20 of the most valu-
able water polo players from Romania
will be part of the expanded team that
will prepare for the Games, but only 13
will travel to Paris 2024 - 12 starters and
a reserve that was included in the
Olympic team.

"The team for Paris will include the
players who will prepare the best, who
will work the hardest and only the fittest
will make the trip. We have a valuable
core, but no one is guaranteed a place”,
said Alexandu Matei.

The players who participated in the World
Championships in Doha and qualified for
the Romanian national polo team at the
Olympic Games:

Marius Tic - CSA Steaua Bucharest -
team captain

Silvian Colodrovschi - EN Tourcoing
Levente Vancsik - CSM Oradea

David Belenyesi - CSM Oradea

Mihai Dragusin - CSA Steaua Bucharest -
40 years old, the oldest member of the
national team, participating in the Lon-
don 2012 Olympic Games, where Roma-
nia ranked 10th.

Tudor Fulea - CSA Steaua

Vlad Georgescu - CSA Steaua

Andrei Neamtu - CSA Steaua
Francesco ludean - CSA Steaua
Nicolae Oanta - CSA Steaua

Andreij Tepelus - CSA Steaua

David Bota - CSA Steaua

lonut Vrdnceanu - CS Dinamo

Matei Lutescu - CS Dinamo

Andrei Prioteasa - Spandau 04 Berlin
Head coach: Bogdan Rath

Second coach: Alexandru Deacu

FOR TWO YEARS, EACH VICTORY OF THE
NATIONAL POLO TEAM MEANT A STEP
FORWARD ON THE ROAD TO PARIS 2024
/ Considered lucky, because it came after
the withdrawal of South Africa from the
competition, the qualification of the Ro-
manian national polo team to the
Olympic Games was based on a lot of
work and a carefully prepared training
program, which started two years ago.

The Tricolors achieved their first re-
markable results at the 2023 edlition of
the World Cup in the USA. The Roman-
ian polo players produced a first big sur-
prise in the tournament for the 5th-8th
places, where they defeated the Ser-
bians, the Olympic champions en-title,
with 17-14, and in the match for the 5th
place, they fought with the equal Greeks
tied in the first three innings, but lost in
the last (8-11).

The European Championships in Croa-
tia followed, where the Romanian team
reached the quarterfinals, and in the
end placed 8th, ensuring its participation
in the World Championships in Doha,
after 11 years of absence from the
world's most important water polo com-
petition.

At the World Cup, the tricolors gave
their maximum in all meetings, they
fought for every point, and in the end
they ranked 10th. After the withdrawal
of South Africa, the Romanian national
polo team was the first team eligible for
qualification, after the 4 places offered
by regulation.

Coach Bogdan Rath emphasized, upon
his return from Doha, that his players
made their luck. "It's a great qualifica-
tion for an entire Romanian sport, but
also for polo. You make your own luck. |
don't know if we were lucky if we weren't
there in that position at the World Cup,
and | don't know if we were lucky if we
didn't qualify for these World Cup, where
not many thought we would reach,”
Rath emphasized. B
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VISUL

"|E SUIS MALINA"

Scrima romaneasca a trait peri-
culos campania de calificare la
Jocurile Olimpice Paris 2024. Doar
o floreta a intepat biletul olimpic,
la ultima incercare, la ultima
competitie. in Luxemburg, flo-
retista Malina Calugareanu a
reusit, la 27 de ani, sa se califice la
Jocuri. Ea va fi singura scrimera
care va reprezenta Romania la in-
trecerile din Grand Palais.

Malina va fi la a doua ei partici-
pare olimpica, dupa competitia
de la Rio 2016. Turneul de califi-
care de la Differdange, Luxem-
burg, a fost unul cu o mare
incarcatura psihicd. A fost o luptd
cu eainsasi, cu increderea in
propria persoana. Si a reusit. A
lucrat mult la acest capitol in ul-
timul an, si s-a vazut pe plansa si
la Jocurile Europene de la Cra-
covia 2023, unde a luat bronz, si
la Mondialele de la Milano, unde
a terminat in primii 8.

Spre deosebire de calificarea la
Rio 2016, cea de acum e una
muncita, cu multe dezamagiri
dar cu un final plin de senti-
mente amestecate. A plans
inainte de a intra pe plansa, pen-
tru ca prietenul ei, sabrerul lulian
Teodosiu, ratase calificarea la
Paris. Cu lacrimin ochi, s-a pus
pe muncit. Si a avut de lucry,
pentru ca britanica din fata ei,
Carolina Stutchbury, a avut 7-2 si
9-5. Ce mai avea de pierdut?
Madlina a recuperat fantastic si a
ajuns la prioritate si minut de
prelungire. Tusa de aur e una
care poate face mandri stangacii
din scrimd. Malina a castigat bile-
tul de Paris, si scrima
romaneascd s-a salvat de la un
record negativ, din 1928
reprezentantii sai nu au lipsit de
la Jocuri.

Proba individuala de floreta va
avea loc pe 28 iulie. Stie ca e un
concurs diferit, sivrea sa
demonstreze cd toate eforturile
ei nu au fost In zadar. C3, odata
castigata, aceastd incredere o
poate transforma in bine.



PUTEREA INCREDERI
S| SECRETUL RABDARII

ROADELE CENTRELOR NATIONALE OLIMPICE PENTRU PREGATIREA
JUNIORILOR: VLAD COVALIU, AUR SI LIDER MONDIAL LA SABIE!

A crescut n sala de scrima, si-a
mbogatit copilaria cu povestile
pline de victorii ale tatalui si cu
nesfarsita putere a mamei, care
i-a fost si antrenor la inceput.

Cand "joaca” s-a transformat in
performants, acesta si-a inceput
devenirea. Incet, cu rabdare si
plin de incredere. Mama sa, Irina
Covaliy, si Alexandru Chiculitd,
cel care l-a antrenat si pe tatdl
sdu cand a castigat titlul olimpic,
i-au Indrumat pasii. A cunoscut
apoi greutatea numelui pe carel
poartd pe spate. Ca sa suporte
aceastd presiune si sa o trans-
forme n motivatie, Vlad i-a avut
aldturi pe tatal sdu si pe mama
sa. Lectiile cu tatal sdu pe plansa
au construit incredereg, iar dis-
cutiile despre tactica si tehnicd
i-au marit orizontul. De anul tre-
cut, lucreaza la lot cu Alin Badea,
antrenorul care si-a inceput si el
cariera aldturi de generatia Iui
Vlad. Grupul sabrerilor din Cen-
trul National Olimpic pentru Ju-
niori are valoare. Alaturi de Radu
Nitu, Casian Cidu si Mihnea
Enache, Vlad a invatat sa re-
specte puterea echipei. Filmul
acesta l-a vazut prin ochii pustiu-
lui pe care tatal sdu, antrenorul
echipei campioana mondiald eu-
ropeana sivicecampioana
olimpica, i l-a proiectat, luandu-|
in cantonamente in anii plini de
succes ai sabiei tricolore. Vlad a
inceput sd adune medalii la eu-
ropene la echipe sisdsimtad
aerul special al podiumurilor la
individual in 2023.

PALMARES SEZON 2023-2024:

2023

@® CE Juniori Tallin - loc 1 echipe,
loc 5 individual

® CM juniori Plovdiv - loc 3
echipe, loc 10 individual

@ Cupa Mondiald Juniori Madrid
-loc 1 individual, loc 2 echipe

@® Cupa Mondiala Juniori Tunis -
loc 3 individual, loc 1 echipe

® Cupa Mondiala Antalya - loc 3
echipe

2024

@® CE Juniori Napoli - loc 1
echipe

® CM Juniori Riyadh -1loc 1 indi-
vidual, loc 2 echipe

@ (Castigdtorul Cupei Mondiale
2023-2024

@ Loc 1in clasamentul mondial
aljuniorilor la sabie juniori indi-
vidual.

Antrenori: Alina Badea,
Irina Covaliu, Alecu Chiculita

Sezonul acesta, la 18 ani, Vlad
si-a demonstrat calmul, curajul si
inteligenta pe plansa. A acumu-
lat experientd si a triat senti-
mente. Medaliile de la echipe
castigate la Campionatele Eu-
ropene din 2023 i-au dat aripi.
Victoriile de la Cupele Mondiale
l-au transformat in lider. Pre-
siunea interioara a crescut, dar
cei de langd el au fost supapa
salvatoare.

Pe de-o parte, |-a ajutat Alin
Badea la sald, pe de alta, tatdl,
acasd. Despre antrenorul Mihai
Covaliu vorbesc rezultatele si,
dincolo de ele, exigenta impusa
in timpul antrenamentului si
nevoia de unitate a grupului.

Acestea nu |-au pardsit nici
cand e vorba de fiul sdu. Putini
inteleg ca fard ele nu existd per-
formanta. Lectiile pe plansa cu
tatdl sau sunt pentru amandoi
reperul ca drumul parcurs de
Vlad merge in directia bund.

Toate cele acumulate s-au
vazut la Campionatele Mondiale
de la Riyadh, unde Vlad a plecat
dornic sd arate pe plansa ceea
ce stie. Ceea ce ainvatat In
antrenamente. Ceea ce are in
ADN si tot ceea ce au construit
parintii lui pentru ca el sd devina
campion. Tatal a ramas acasd,
presedintele COSR a condus
Adunarea Generala cu ochii pe
telefon, pentru a afla rezultatele
lui Vlad. Nu a vazut meciurile
decat dupd.... Nu degeaba se
spune ca emotiile sunt mai mari
ca parinte, ca antrenor... }

continuare in pagina 81

81



THE DREAM "JE SUIS MALINA"/ Roman-
ian fencing lived a perilous campaign to
qualify for the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games. Only one foil fencer managed
to secure the Olympic ticket, in the last
attempt, at the last competition. In Lux-
embourg, foil fencer Malina Calugdre-
anu, at the age of 27, succeeded in
qualifying for the Games. She will be the
sole fencer representing Romania at the
competitions in the Grand Palais.

For Mailina, this will be her second
Olympic participation, following the
competition in Rio 2016. The qualifica-
tion tournament in Differdange, Luxem-
bourg, was one with a heavy
psychological burden. It was a battle
with herself, with confidence in her own
abilities. And she succeeded. She
worked hard on this aspect in the past
Yyear, and it showed on the piste, both at
the European Games in Krakow 2023,
where she won bronze, and at the
World Championships in Milan, where
she finished in the top 8.

Unlike the qualification for Rio 2016,
this time it was a hard-fought qualifica-
tion, with many disappointments but
with a final outcome full of mixed emo-
tions. She cried before stepping onto
the piste because her friend, sabre
fencer lulian Teodosiu, had failed to
qualify for Paris. With tears in her eyes,
she got to work. And she had her work
cut out for her because the British
fencer in front of her, Carolina Stutch-
bury, had a lead of 7-2 and 9-5. What

did she have to lose? Malina staged a
fantastic comeback and reached prior-
ity and an extended minute. The golden
touch is one that can make left-handed
fencers proud. Mdlina won the ticket to
Paris, and Romanian fencing avoided a
negative record; since 1928, its repre-
sentatives have never missed the
Games.

The individual foil event will take place
on July 28th. She knows it's a dlﬂ'g'ent
competition and wants to prove that all
her efforts were not in vain. That once
won, this confidence can transform her
for the better.

THE POWER OF CONFIDENCE AND THE
SECRET OF PATIENCE / She grew up in
the gencing hall, enriching her childhood
with her father's stories ﬁ/ll of victories
and her mother's endless strength, who
was also her coach at the beginning.
When "play" turned into elﬁ)rmance,
her journey began. Slowly, with pa-
tience, and full of confidence. Her
mother, Irina Covaliu, and Alexandru
Chiculitd, who also coached her father
when he won the OlllJ/mpic title, guided
her steps. Then she became aware of
the weight of the name she carried on
her back. To withstand this pressure
and turn it into motivation, Vlad had his
father and mother by his side. Lessons
with his father on the piste built confi-
dence, and discussions about tactics
and technique expanded his horizons.
Since last year, he has been working
with the national team under Alin
Badea.

The sabre fencers' group from the Na-
tional Olympic Center for Juniors is valu-
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able. Alongside Radu Nitu, Casian Cidu,
and Mihnea Enache, Viad learned to re-
sgect the power of the team. He saw
this movie through the eyes of a child
when his father, the coach o/;he world
and European champion team and
Olympic runner-up, took him to training
camps during the successful years of
the Romanian saber. Viad started col-
Iectini medals at the European Cham-
pionships in teams and feeling the
special atmosphere of podiums in indi-
vidual events in 2023.

Season 2023-2024 Achievements:

2023

« Junior European Championships in Tallinn:
1st place in teams, 5th place individually

« Junior World Championships in Plovdiv: 3rd
place in teams, 10th place individually

e Junior World Cup in Madrid: 1st place indi-
vidually, 2nd place in teams

« Junior World Cup in Tunis: 3rd place individ-
ually, 1st place in teams

e Junior World Cup in Antalya: 3rd place in
teams

2024

« Junior European Championships in Naples:
1st place in teams

« Junior World Championships in Riyadh: 1st
place individually, 2nd place in teams

* Winner of the 2023-2024 World Cup

« 1st place in the junior world ranking for
saber individual.

Coaches: Alina Badea, Irina Covaliu, Alecu
Chiculita

All these accumulated experiences
were evident at the World Champi-
onships in Ri%adh, where Vlad left eager
to show on the piste what he knows.
What he learned in training. What is in
his DNA, and everything his parents
built for him to become a champion.
The father remained at home, the presi-
dent of the Romanian Olympic Commit-
tee chaired the General Assembly with
his eyes on the phone to find out Viad's
results. He only watched the matches
afterwards... not for nothing it is said
that the emotions are greater as a par-
ent, as a coach...

Vlad Covaliu's Journey at the 2024 Jun-
ior and Cadet World Championships in
Riyadh:

- Round of 128: Vlad defeated Radoslav Vode-
nov (Bulgaria) with a score of 15-4.

- Round of 64: Vlad defeated Tianhao Wang
(China) with a score of 15-7.

- Round of 32: Vlad defeated Evann Jean
Abba Girault (Nigeria) with a score of 15-11.

- Round of 16: Vlad defeated Radu Nitu (Ro-
mania) with a score of 15-6.

- Quarter-finals: Vlad defeated Cody Walter Ji
(USA) with a score of 15-12.

- Semi-finals: Vlad defeated Santiago Madri-
gal (Spain) with a score of 15-6.

- Final: Vlad faced Pavel Graudyn (AIN) and
the match ended with a close score of 15-14
in Pavel's favor.

Vlad experienced so many emotions
and what a competition day he had in
Riyadh, on April 18th. He maintained his
composure in every bout and became
more confident with each victory. An im-
portant moment occurred in the round

of 16, where Vlad met his teammate, of-
ectionatci?/ called "Champ", the worll
Junior leader before the competition. As
is customary, the coach leaves the box
and lets the students compete without
instructions. It is the unwritten fair play
of this sport where manners and respect
‘or the opponent are taught from the
first lessons. With Alin Badea watching
from a distance, analyzing the actions of
each student, Viad took revenge against
"Champ". The clear victory further
boosted his confidence. His mother and
sister were always by his side on the
piste, contributing to his emotional bal-
ance, as the connection with the family
was important to Vlad. In Bucharest,
Mihai Covaliu continued to think about
Viad. And because he didn't watch the
matches, Viad did well, choosing not to
watch the semi-finals and final either.
Superstition or not, it worked out well.,
In the semi-finals, American Ji was de-
feated, and then Viad directed the semi-
final assault in his favor against the
Spaniard with the name of a choir,

Madlrigal.

Thiﬁnal brought a Viad who show-
cased maturity and intelligent fencing,
quality a;c)freciated by specialists. He
combined actions with cold blood, and
at the end, he exploded with joy. Viad
had 14-13 and in the next action, his
saber searched in vain for the body of
the Russian Pavel Graudyn, making it
14-14. Before settling into guard, he
cleared his mind; he knew that in one
phrase of arms, the world title would be
decided. Vlad scored, and in Bucharest,
Mihai Covaliu received the news that he
was the father of a world champion. The
voice of the one who won all possible
fencing medals trembled with joy. In
Riyadh, Viad was lifted on the shoulders
of his teammates. Coach Alin Badea and
his colleagues, mother, and sister em-
braced Vlad. While Irina, a happy
mother, cried tears of joy next to the
piste, in Bucharest, no one was prouder
than the father of the new world cham-
pion, Vlad Covaliu!

The success in the individual event was
doubled by the world silver in teams.
The group is fantastic, the team's
strength lies in the diversity of styles,
and in the individual value of each sabre
fencer. And Viad Covaliu, Radu Nitu, and
Casian Cidu all have individual medals,
but tq;,'ether they are stronger and will-
ing to learn to perform at the senior
level. There, the air is thin, the level of
fencing matters enormously, and tacti-
cal and psychological preparation is
vital. The important thing is that there is
a desire for improvement and condli-
tions for performance.

Vlad is Romania's first junior world
champion in 20 years, since Ana Brénzd
won gold in épée in 2004. Vlad's horizon
is opening up. The Olympic dream, the
one he grew up with, is more alive than
ever. Los Angeles 2028 or Brisbane
2032? For Vlad, the journey will matter;
he relies on the people he has by his side
and on his dedication... all the cond-
tions for success are fulfilled. Confi-
dence, Vlad! Dreams come true when
Yyou work for them! B
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) Parcurs Vlad Covaliu la Campi-
onatele Mondiale Juniori si
Cadeti Riyadh 2024

@ T128/ Radoslav Vodenov (Bul)
15-4

@ T64/ Tianhao Wang (Chn) 15-7
@ T32/ Evann Jean Abba Girault
(Nig) 15-11

@ 716/ Radu Nitu (Rou) 15-6

@ T8/ Cody Walter Ji (SUA) 15-12
@ T4/ Santiago Madrigal (Spa)
15-6

@ T2/ Pavel Graudyn (AIN) 15-14

Cate emotii a experimentat si
ce zi de concurs a prins Vlad la
Riyadh, pe 18 aprilie. Si-a pastrat
echilibrul la fiecare asalt si a de-
venit mai sigur pe el cu fiecare
victorie. Un moment important
s-a petrecut in optimi, unde
Vlad I-a intalnit pe Radu Nitu,
colegul sau, alintat "Champ”,
lider mondial la junioriinaintea
competitiei. Asa cum se
obisnuieste, antrenorul se re-
trage din boxa siisi lasa elevii sa
concureze fara indicatii. E fair-
play-ul nescris al acestui sport,
in care manierele si respectul
pentru adversar sunt invatate
de la primele lectii. Cu Alin
Badea privind de la distanta du-
elul si cantarind actiunile
fiecarui elev, Vlad si-a luat re-
vansa in fata lui "Champ”. Victo-
ria clara a activat si mai mult
increderea. Mama si sora lui i-au
fost in permanentd aldturila

plansd, si ele au contribuit la
echilibrul emotional, legdtura cu
familia fiind importanta pentru
Vlad. La Bucuresti, Mihai Covaliu
continua sa fie cu gandul la
Vlad. Si pentru cd nu s-a uitat la
meciuri, si lui Vlad i-a mers bine,
a ales sa nu se uite nici la semifi-
nale sila finala. Superstitie sau
nu, a fost bine.

In semifinale, americanul Ji a
fost depasit, si Vlad a dirijat
apoi in favoarea sa asaltul din
semifinale cu ibericul cu nume
de cor, Madrigal.

Finala a adus In lupta un Viad
care a etalat maturitate si o
scrimd inteligentd, de o calitate
apreciata de specialisti. A com-
binat cu sange rece actiunile, iar
la final a explodat de bucurie.
Vlad a avut 14-13, si, la urmad-
toarea actiune sabia lui a cautat
in gol corpul rusului Pavel Grau-
dyn. S-a fdcut 14-14. Pand sa se
aseze In gardd, si-a limpezit
mintea, cadi stia ca intr-o fraza
de arme se decide titlu mondial.
Vlad a punctat, si, la Bucuresti,
Mihai Covaliu a primit vestea ca
e tata de campion mondial.
Glasul celui care a castigat toate
medaliile posibile In scrimd
tremura de bucurie. La Riyadh,
Vlad era ridicat pe brate de
colegi. Antrenorul Alin Badea si
colegii, mama si sora l-au im-
brdtisat pe Viad.

Intimp ce Irina, 0 mama feri-

cita, plangea de bucurie langa
plansd, la Bucuresti, nu cred ca
a fost cineva mai mandru decat
tatdl noului campion mondial,
Vlad Covaliu!

Succesul de la individual a fost
dublat de argintul mondial la
echipe. Grupul e fantastic, pute-
rea echipei sta in diversitatea de
stiluri siin valoarea individuald a
fiecdrui sabrer. Si Vlad Covaliu, si
Radu Nitu, si Casian Cidu au
medalii individuale, dar impre-
una sunt mai puternici si dispusi
sa invete pentru a performa si la
seniori. Acolo, aerul e rar, nivelul
scrimei conteaza enorm, iar
pregatirea tactica si psihologica
e vitala. Important e ca existd
dorintd de devenire si conditii
pentru performanta.

Vlad e primul campion mondial
de juniori al Romaniei in ultimii
20 de ani (in 2004, mai luase
aur la spada Ana Branzd). Ori-
zontul lui Vlad se deschide. Visul
olimpic, acela cu care a crescut
in copilarie, e mai viu ca nicio-
data.

Los Angeles 2028 sau Bris-
bane 20327 Pentru Vlad va
conta cdldtoria, se bazeazd pe
oamenii pe care i are alaturi si
pe ddruirea lui. La toate capi-
tolele, sunt indeplinite conditiile
pentru succes. Incredere, Vlad!
Visurile se implinesc cand
muncesti pentru ele! B
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PATRU BILETE OLIMPICE PE MASA

Echipa feminina de tenis de
masa a Romaniei s-a calificat di-
rect la Jocurile Olimpice Paris
2024 la Campionatele Mondiale
pe echipe din Coreea, de la
Busan, din februarie 2024! Ce
performanta frumoasa! Ce bu-
curie!

Romancele au avut o evolutie
spectaculoasa la aceasta com-
petitie si au reusit o performanta
admirabila. Au obtinut cinci vic-
torii consecutive, 3-0 cu Suedia,
3-0 cu Canada, 3-1 cu Singapore,
3-1 cu Serbia si 3-0 cu Egipt si
s-au clasat in primele opt locuri
ale competitiei.

SIMBOLICUL BILET OLIMPIC
PENTRU PARIS 2024

Fetele noastre s-au opritin
sferturile de finala, dupd ce au
pierdut cu 0-31n fata reprezen-
tantelor Japoniei, dar obiectivul
Romaniei fusese atins!

Valoroasele si experimentatele
Bernadette Szocs si Elizabeta
Samara, impreund cu Andreea
Dragoman, Adina Diaconu si
tanara rezerva Elena Zaharia,
pregdtite de Viorel Filimon si Mi-
haela Steff, au reusit sa demon-
streze ca formeaza o echipd
puternicd, bine inchegata si abia
asteapta ca la Jocurile Olimpice
Paris 2024 sa cucereascd o
medalie istorica pentru tenisul
de masa romanesc.

FATIDICUL LOC 5
LA JOCURILE OLIMPICE

De la prima prezentd la Jocurile
Olimpice, reprezentantii
Romaniei nu au reusit sa urce
mai sus de LOCUL 51n com-
petitia de tenis de masa.

Prima jucdtoare a Echipei
Olimpice tricolore care s-a clasat
pe LOCUL 5 fost Emilia Ciosu, la
Barcelona, In 1992, la cea dintai
prezenta a Romaniei In com-

petitia olimpica de tenis de masa
(din lot au mai facut parte la vre-
mea respectivd, Otilia Badescu,
Adriana Nastase, In prezent se-
cretar general al forului roman
de specialitate, si Maria Bo-
goslav).

Avenit apoi randul Mihaelei
Steff sd faca cunostinta cu
LOCUL 5. Actuala antrenoare a
lotului feminin de tenis de masa
al Romaniei, prezenta la doua
editii ale JO (Sydney 2000 si
Atena 2004), a fost chiar de
doud ori pe LOCUL 5 - la Sydney
2000, la simplu si la dublu, ala-
turi de Otilia Badescu. Aceasta
din urma, desi a participat la
patru editii ale JO, nu a reusit sa
se claseze niciodatd mai sus de
LOCUL 5.

La Londra 2012, Adrian Crisan
s-a oprit in sferturile de finald la
simplu si a incheiat pe... LOCUL
5 - cel mai bun rezultat roma-
nesc, la acest sport, in intrecerile
olimpice masculine.

La ultima editie a Jocurilor
Olimpice - Tokyo 2020, echipa
feminine, a Romaniei s-a clasat
pe... LOCUL 5, pentru a 5-a oara
in istoria participdrii la Jocuri. A
fost Insd pentru prima datd cand
0 echipd romaneascd de tenis
de masa a jucat in sferturile de
finala olimpice.

Elizabeta Samara, la a 4-a
prezenta in intrecerile olimpice,
impreund cu colegele sale
Daniela Dodean Monteiro si
Bernadette Cynthia Szocs au
incheiat pe fatidicul LOC5 com-
petitia olimpica feminina pe
echipe.

La Paris 2024, tricolorii viseazd
sa sparga ghinionul si sd trans-
forme LOCUL 51n MEDALIE.
Vedetele lotului Romaniei de
tenis de masa vor fi Elizabeta
Samara, pentru a 5-a oard con-
secutiv prezentd la JO, si
Bernadette Cynthia Szocs, locul
81n aprile 2024 in ierarhia lumii

la tenis de masa (singura euro-
peanca in TOP 10 mondial la
acest sport, unde, in aprilie,
primele 5 locuri erau ocupate de
chinezoaice).

Gratie pozitiei lor In clasamen-
tul mondial al federatiei inter-
nationale de specialitate (ITTF),
Bernadette Cynthia Szocs si Eli-
zabeta Samara erau matematic
calificate in competitia individu-
ald la Jocurile Olimpice, dar rezul-
tatul de la Busan le-a certificat
participarea la Jocuri cu cateva
saptamani mai devreme de ter-
menul la care urmau sa fie
anuntate jucdtoarele calificate la
simplu (martie 2024). De aseme-
nea, Adina Diaconu putea spera
sa ocupe un loc eligibil pentru
participarea la JO, si atunci exis-
tau sanse matematice ca si
echipa sd poata participa In
competitia olimpicd.

Calificarea directd a echipei
Romaniei la Paris 2024 a rezolvat
toate ecuatiile. Romania va par-
ticipa In turneul olimpic feminin
de tenis de masd cu o echipa al-
catuita din trei jucatoare, dintre
care dous, cele maiin forma, vor
putea evolua si la simplu, princi-
pale favorite fiind vedetele
echipei Bernadette Szocs si Eliza
Samara. Cea de-a treia compo-
nenta a echipeiva fi Adina Dia-
conu, iar Andreea Dragoman va
face deplasarea ca rezerva,
pregatita sa inlocuiascd, numaiin
cazuri speciale, una dintre cele
trei sportive titulare.

La dublu mixt, perechea Berna-
dette Szocs / Ovidiu lonescu a
ratat calificarea directd la Jocurile
Olimpice la Turneul preolimpic
de calificare de la Havirov, Cehia,
din aprilie, dar a obtinut biletul
olimpic gratiei pozitiei ocupate in
clasamentul mondial.

De remarcat, perechea Berna-
dette Szocs / Ovidiu lonescu
(locul 8 In clasamentul mondial
al perechilor mixte) este singurul 3



) cuplu complet non-asiatic din
TOP 10 mondial. Locul 6 este
ocupat de Alvaro Robles / Maria
Xiao, o pereche euro-asiatica,
parintii fetei fiind chinezi, ambii
fosti jucdtori profesionisti de
tenis de masd, care au emigrat in
Spania pentru a avea mai multe
oportunitati in acest sport.

La simplu masculin, principalii
favoriti In cursa de calificare la JO
sunt Qvidiu lonescu (nr. 48 ITTF)
si Eduard lonescu (nr. 78 ITTF),
ambii in TOP 90 la simplu in
aprilie 2024.

Ultimul turneu masculin de
simplu unde se va putea obtine
calificarea directa este progra-
mat In perioada in 15-19 mai a.c.
la Sarajevo (Bosnia -Herzegovina)

Paris 2024, tenis de masd
27 iulie - 10 august

@ intrecerile olimpice de tenis
de masa se vor disputa la Paris
Expo Porte de Versailles.

® 172 dejucatori, cu o dis-
tributie egald la masculin si femi-
nin in competitie

@® se va concura in 5 probe:

- simplu & echipe, feminin&
masculin,

- dublu mixt, proba introdusa in
premiera in programul Jocurilor
Olimpice la Tokyo 2020, care s-a
bucurat de un succes rasundtor.

Calificati pentru Paris 2024 la
tenis de masd, Tnainte de ultimul
turneu masculin de simplu:
Echipa feminind

Bernadette Szocs (nr. 10 [TTF)
Elizabeta Samara (nr. 33 ITTF)
Adina Diaconu (nr. 47 ITTF)
Andreea Dragoman (nr. 59 [TTF)
- rezerva

Dublu mixt

Ovidiu lonescu/ Bernadette
Szocs (nr. 8 ITTF dublu mixt) B

FOUR OLYMPIC TICKETS AT STAKE /
The Romanian women's table tennis
team secured direct qualification to
the 2024 Paris Olympic Games at the
Team World Championships in Busan,
Korea, in February 2024! What a
beautiful achievement! What joy!

The Romanian team showed a spec-
tacular performance at this competi-
tion, achieving admirable results.
They secured five consecultive victo-
ries, defeating Sweden 3-0, Canada 3-
0, Singapore 3-1, Serbia 3-1, and Egypt
3-0, and finished in the top eight of
the competition.

SYMBOLIC OLYMPIC TICKET FOR PARIS
2024/ Our girls reached the quarterfi-
nals, where they lost 0-3 to the repre-
sentatives of Japan, but Romania's
objective had been achieved! Valuable
and experienced players like
Bernadette Szocs and Elizabeta
Samara, along with Andreea Drago-
man, Adina Diaconu, and the young
reserve Elena Zaharia, coached by
Viorel Filimon and Mihaela Steff,
demonstrated that they form a
strong, cohesive team. They are ea-
gerly waiting to make history for Ro-
manian table tennis at the 2024 Paris
Olympic Games by winning a historic
medal.

THE FATEFUL 5TH PLACE AT THE
OLYMPIC GAMES / Since their first ap-
pearance at the Olympic Games, Ro-
manian representatives have never
achieved higher than 5th place in
table tennis competition. Emilia Ciosu
was the first Romanian player to fin-
ish in 5th place at the Barcelona
Olympics in 1992, Romania's first ap-
pearance in the Olympic table tennis
competition. At that time, Otilia Bade-
scu and Adriana Ndstase, currently
the general secretary of the Roman-
ian table tennis federation, and Maria
Bogoslav were also part of the team.
Then it was Mihaela Steff's turn to ex-
perience 5th place. The current coach
of the Romanian women's table ten-
nis team, who participated in two edi-
tions of the Olympics (Sydney 2000
and Athens 2004), finished 5th twice -
at Sydney 2000, in singles and dou-
bles, alongside Otilia Badescu. The lat-
ter, despite participating in four
editions of the Olympics, never man-
aged to finish higher than 5th place.
At the London 2012 Olympics, Adrian
Crisan reached the quarterfinals in
singles and finished in... 5th place -
Romania’s best result in men's table
tennis at the Olympic Games.

At the last edition of the Olympic
Games - Tokyo 2020, the Romanian
women's team finished in... 5th place,
for the 5th time in the history of their
participation in the Games. However,
it was the first time a Romanian table
tennis team reached the Olympic
quarterfinals. Elizabeta Samara, mak-
ing her 4th appearance at the
Olympics, together with her team-
mates Daniela Dodean Monteiro and

Bernadette Cynthia Szocs, finished the
women's team event in the fateful 5th
place.

In Paris 2024, the Romanian players
dream of breaking the curse and turn-
ing 5th place into a medal. The stars
of the Romanian table tennis team
will be Elizabeta Samara, making her
5th consecutive appearance at the
Olympics, and Bernadette Cynthia
Szocs, ranked 8th in the world in April
2024 in table tennis (the only Euro-
pean in the top 10 in the world in a
sport where, in April, the top 5 posi-
tions were held by Chinese players).
Mathematics Defeated by Talent
Thanks to their position in the Inter-
national Table Tennis Federation
(ITTF) world ranking, Bernadette Cyn-
thia Szocs and Elizabeta Samara were
mathematically qualified for the indi-
vidual competition at the Olympic
Games. However, the result in Busan
certified their participation in the
Games several weeks earlier than the
deadline for announcing qualified
players for singles (March 2024). Simi-
larly, Adina Diaconu could hope to se-
cure an eligible spot for participation
in the Olympics, and at that time,
there were mathematical chances for
the team to qualify as well.

Direct qualification of the Romanian
team for Paris 2024 resolved all equa-
tions. Romania will participate in the
women's team table tennis event at
the Olympic Games with a team con-
sisting of three players, two of whom,
the most in-form players, will also
compete in singles, with the main fa-
vorites being the team's stars
Bernadette Szocs and Eliza Samara.
The third member of the team will be
Adina Diaconu, and Andreea Drago-
man will travel as a reserve, ready to
replace one of the three main players
only in special circumstances.

In mixed doubles, the pair Bernadette
Szocs / Ovidiu lonescu missed direct
qualification for the Olympic Games
at the qualification tournament in
Havirov, Czech Republic, in April, but
secured their Olympic ticket thanks to
their position in the world rankings.
It's worth noting that the pair
Bernadette Szocs / Ovidiu lonescu
(ranked 8th in the world in mixed dou-
bles) is the only completely non-Asian
couple in the top 10 in the world. The
sixth position is occupied by Alvaro
Robles / Maria Xiao, a Euro-Asian pair,
whose daughter is Chinese, both for-
mer professional table tennis players
who emigrated to Spain for more op-
portunities in this sport.

In men's singles, the main favorites in
the qualification race for the Olympics
are Ovidiu lonescu (ITTF No. 48) and
Eduard lonescu (ITTF No. 78), both in
the top 90 in singles as of April 2024.
The last men's singles tournament
where direct qualification can be ob-
tained is scheduled for May 15-19 in
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina. Il
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VANTURILE, VALURILE...

PRIMA GEAMANDURA OLIMPICA PENTRU YACHTINGUL ROMANESC

Ebru Bolat si-a atins visul pentru
ca ampartasit puterea muncii.
Nu a renuntat nici atunci cand a
ratat calificarea la Jocurile
Olimpice de la Tokyo 2020. S-a
ridicat, nu s-a impovarat, a ales
sa creada, si a reusit. Acum, va
concura la JO Paris 2024 si va de-
veni prima sportiva din toata is-
toria olimpica a Romaniei care
participa la Jocuri, la yachting,
ILCA®6.

Visul acesta a avut in spate
multe Tncercari, dar nicio re-
nuntare. Sezonul de calificare a
inceput de anul trecut, si Ebru a
iesti din fiecare competitie mai
motivata sa-si atinga obiectivul. A
fost prima sub linie la ultimele
mondiale, a ratat la europene,
dar, pana la urma, a reusit sa-si
vada numele pe lista calificatelor
la Heyres, in Franta, la ultima re-
gata care a impadrtit biletele pen-
tru Paris 2024.

La clasa ILCA 6, Ebru a termi-
nat pe locul 1, asigurandu-si par-
ticiparea la Jocuri. Ea a strans 70
de punctein 10 curse, de doud
ori a terminat prima, de doua ori

a doua si odatd a treia, restul in-
trecerilor a fostin top 10, 0
cursa fiind descalificata.

Ebru Bolat va reprezenta Team
Romania la Jocurile de la Paris si
va fi prima sportivd femeie care
va participa pentru Romania la
yachting la Jocurile Olimpice.
Este a treia oard In istorie cand
Romania va avea la startul com-
petitiei olimpice sportivi la yacht-
ing.

@®1n 1980, la JO de la Moscova,
au concurat Mihai Butucaru,
locul 15 la Clasa Finn, Mircea
Carp si Adrian Arendt, la Clasa
Flying Dutchman, locul 13, sila
Clasa Tornado au terminat pe
locul 11 Andrei Chiliman si
Catalin Luchian.

@ La Atlanta 1996, la Clasa Finn,
Mihai Butucaru a terminat pe
locul 28, iar Horia Ispas, Clasa
Laser, locul 48.

Visurile se implinesc prin per-
severentd, asa cum a reusit Ebru
Bolat. Ebru e dubld campioana
europeana de junioare, ea a

obtinut titlul de campioand euro-
peana la clasele Zoom8 si Opti-
mist, precum si locul de
vicecampioana mondiala de ju-
nioare la Zoom8. Anul 2015 i-a
adus un loc 2 la Campionatul Eu-
ropean de junioare Zooma si un
loc 5 la Campionatul Mondial. In
2016, a ocupat locul 6 la Campi-
onatul European de Tineret la
clasa 29er. In prezent, detine ti-
tlul de campioana nationald la
clasa ILCA 6 la senioare, o clasa
olimpicg, si se afld in top 50
mondial.

Ebruisi propune sa schimbe
popularitatea yachtinguluiin
Romania. Vrea sd inspire cat mai
multi romani sa descopere acest
sport sisdliubeasca. Ea a crezut
Cu tarie cd poate concura la nivel
international si a calificat Romania
la urmdtoarea editie a Jocurilor
Olimpice din 2024 de la Paris.

Pentru fiecare ziin care a
muncit pentru visul sau, Ebru
merita toatd admiratia noastra. E
inspiratie pentru toti cei care Tsi
urmeaza cu pasiune unvis, care
Ccauta fericirea. Intotdeauna, prin
munca. |

foto: Martias Capizzano



THE FIRST OLYMPIC SAILING TICKET
FOR ROMANIA... / Ebru Bolat achieved
her dream because she shared the
power of hard work. She didn't give up
even when she missed qualifying for
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. She rose,
didn't burden herself, chose to believe,
and succeeded. Now, she will compete
at the Paris 2024 Olympics and be-
come the first athlete in the entire
Olympic history of Romania to partici-
pate in yachting, ILCA 6.

This dream had many trials behind it
but no abandonment. The qualifying
season started last year, and Ebru
emerged from each competition more
motivated to achieve her goal. She was
the first below the line at the last
Worlds, missed out at the Europeans,
but in the end, she managed to see her
name on the qualified list in Hyeres,
France, at the last regatta that distrib-
uted tickets for Paris 2024.

In the ILCA 6 class, Ebru finished in 1st
place, securing her participation in the
Games. She accumulated 70 points in
10 races, finishing first twice, second
twice, and third once, with the rest of
the races in the top 10, with one race
disqualified.

Ebru Bolat will represent Team Ro-
mania at the Paris Games and will be
the first female athlete to compete for
Romania in yachting at the Olympic
Games. It will be the third time in his-
tory that Romania will have sailors
competing at the Olympic competition.

@ In 1980, at the Moscow Olympics,
Mihai Butucaru competed, finishing
15th in the Finn Class, while Mircea
Carp and Adrian Arendt competed in
the Flying Dutchman Class, finishing
13th, and in the Tornado Class, Andrei
Chiliman and Catalin Luchian finished
11th.

@ At Atlanta 1996, in the Finn Class,
Mihai Butucaru finished 28th, and
Horia Ispas, in the Laser class, finished
48th.

Dreams come true through persever-
ance, as Ebru Bolat has shown. Ebru is
a double European junior champion,
having won the European titles in the
Zoom8 and Optimist classes, as well as
being the vice-world champion in the
Zooma8 junior class. In 2015, she placed
2nd at the European Junior Zoom8
Championship and 5th at the World
Championship. In 2016, she finished
6th at the Youth European Champi-
onship in the 29er class. Currently, she
holds the national title in the ILCA 6
senior class, an Olympic class, and is
ranked in the top 50 worldwide.

Ebru aims to change the popularity of
Yyachting in Romania. She wants to in-
spire as many Romanians as possible
to discover and love this sport. She
strongly believed that she could com-
pete internationally and qualified Ro-
mania for the next edition of the
Olympic Games in 2024, in Paris.

For every day she worked for her
dream, Ebru deserves all our admira-

tion. She is an inspiration for all those
who passionately pursue a dream,
seeking happiness. Always, through
hard work. B



GABRIELA SZABO, AMBASADOR

Traditie, dragoste pentru sport,
respect pentru valorile olimpice!
De sapte ani, Universitatea de
Vest din Timisoara (UVT), susti-
nuta de Comitetul Olimpic si
Sportiv Roman, organizeaza
Maratonul UVT Liberty, o com-
petitiei internationala la care,
alaturi de sportivi profesionisti,
se bucura de miscare sute de iu-
bitori de sport, de toate varstele.

De fiecare data, maratonul a avut
un ambasador al competitiei, iar
pentru editia din acest an organi-
zatorii au desemnat-o pe cam-
pioana olimpica si multipla
campioana mondiald la atletism
Gabriela Szabo, declarata timp
de zece ani la rand cea mai bund
atleta a Romaniei.

Anuntul a fost facut in cadrul
unui eveniment care a avut loc la
Sala Amfiteatru din incinta Casei
Olimpice din Bucuresti la care,
aldturi de campioana olimpica
Gabriela Szabo, au participat
Mihai Covaliu, presedintele
COSR, Marilen Gabriel Pirtea, rec-
torul UVT, George Boroi, secre-
tarul general al COSR,
personalitati din sportul roma-
nesc.

In baza parteneriatului si al
acordului de colaborare dintre
COSR si UVT, in care este confir-
mat rolul COSR de a recomanda
anual personalitatile vietii
sportive care urmeazd sd par-
ticipe la UVT Liberty Marathon, ca
persoane reprezentative ale
Miscarii Olimpice din Romania,
campioana olimpica Gabriela

Szabo urmeaza sa semneze
medaliile UVT Liberty Marathon
2024, oferite celor peste 4.000
de participanti ai editiei din acest
an.

Presedintele COSR, Mihai Cova-
liu, a declarat: , Campionii sportu-
lui romanesc sunt modele
veritabile pentru societate. Valo-
rile pe care ei le promoveazd si le
transmit tuturor contribuie la dez-
voltarea armonioasd a oricdrui
om, atdt fizic, cat mai ales psihic.
Miscarea Olimpica din Romania
a fost, in cei 110 ani de existentd,
un reper in ceeq ce priveste Exce-
lenta, Prietenia si Respectul. Ne
bucurdm cd Universitatea de Vest
din Timisoara, un reper al edu-
catiei in Romania, si nu numai, a
ales sa transmitd importanta
miscarii si a sportului prin campi-
onii olimpici. Gabriela Szabo este
unul dintre campionii pe care
spiritul olimpic i-a ajutat s
ajunga in varful performantei, sa
fie ceaimai bunil!”.

Campioana olimpica Gabriela
Szabo a spus: , Este o fericire si 0
onoare sa fiu imaginea unui
eveniment atdt de important pen-
tru Timisoara. Am acceptat cu
mare drag, pentru cd ce poate fi
mai frumos decdt ca noi, cei care
venim din marea performanta si
am excelat in zonele noastre de
sport, s mergem mai departe in
mijlocul oamenilor si sa le vorbim
cat de important este sportul, cat
de minunat este sa castigi, cat de
frumos te poti dezvolta prin mis-
care, cat de multi prieteni poti

sa-ti faci atunci cand esti implicat
in fenomenul sportiv. Dupd ce
m-am retras din activitatea com-
petitionald, acum foarte multi
ani, in 2004, unul dintre
proiectele mele foarte dragi a fost
sa ma implic cat mai mult in co-
munitate si sa promovez sportul
ca un stil de viatd sandtos. Mi-am
dat seama, la acel moment, cd
prea putini copii mai vin la sport,
si atunci am zis cd e o greseald
din partea noastrd sd asteptam
copii s vind la sport. Am realizat
ca trebuie sa mergem noi printre
ei, sa-i convingem sd creascd in
jurul nostru sau prin sportul no-
stru. Asa cd sunt de felicitat toti
cei care sunt implicati in feno-
mentul sportiv, care isi doresc o
natiune sdndtoasd, avand in
vedere cd 63 la suta din populatia
Romaniei nu practicd niciun fel
de sport. Asta inseamnd cd sun-
tem un popor destul de sedentar,
si atunci noi, cei care suntem im-
plicati in fenomenul sportiv, tre-
buie sa vorbim mai mult despre
ce inseamna sportul si educatia
prin sport. Asa cd vin cu mare
drag la Timisoara si la toate
evenimentele la care voi fi invitatd
in acest fenomen minunat numit
sport”.

Prof. univ. dr. Marilen Gabriel
Pirtea, rectorul UVT, apreciazd
contributia adusa de campioana
olimpica Gabriela Szabo la pres-
tigiul maratonului UVT Liberty, o
confirmare oferitd public, la nivel
international, de catre bine-
cunoscuta campioana: ,Noua

personalitate investitd cu rolul de
Ambasadoare UVT Liberty
Marathon, pentru edlitia din 2024,
binecunoscuta campioand
olimpicd si mondiald Gabriela
Szabo, este un exemplu viu pen-
tru mesajul generic pe care UVTIl
propune comunitdtii: Liberty
Marathon s-a consacrat drept o
competitie definitd prin alegerile
care ne fac diferiti, care ne fac
unici si liberi, promovate prin
sport si sdndtate’, a transmis rec-
torul UVT.

O EDITIE A RECORDURILOR

Editia din anul 2024 a UVT Liber-
ty Marathon va avea loc pe 28-29
septembrie, la Timisoara, contin-
uand o traditie deja confirmata,
aceea a unei competitii care se
adreseaza atat sportivilor experi-
mentati, cat si tinerilor sau copi-
ilor aflati la prima experientd de
alergare.

Inscrierea pentru una dintre ca-
tegoriile de curse permite
fiecarui alergdtor sa raspundd
provocdrii pe care o simte cea
mai potrivita: maraton (42 km),
semimaraton (21 km), stafeta
maraton (42 km), stafeta semi-
maraton (21 km), Cros (10.5 km)
si Cros (2 km).

Organizatorii isi propun sa batd
toate recordurile de pand acum
atat la participanti, unde sunt
preconizate peste 4.000 de in-
scrieri, cat sila numarul de kilo-
metri parcursi, peste 30.000 km
de alergarein total. ®



GABRIELA SZABO, AMBASSADOR /
TRADITION, LOVE FOR SPORTS, RE-
SPECT FOR OLYMPIC VALUES! / For
seven years, the West University of
Timisoara (WUT), supported by the
Romanian Olympic and Sports Com-
mittee (ROSC), has been organizing
the WUT Liberty Marathon, an inter-
national competition where hun-
dreds of sports enthusiasts of all ages
enjoy ph%/sical activity alongside pro-
fessional athletes.

Each time, the marathon has had
an ambassador, and for this year's
edition, the organizers appointed
Olympic champion and multiple
world champion in athletics Gabriela
Szabo, who was declared the best fe-
male athlete in Romania for ten con-
secutive years.

The announcement was made at an
event held at the Amphitheater Hall
of the Olympic House in Bucharest,
attended by Olympic champion
Gabriela Szabo, Mihai Covaliu, the
president of ROSC, Marilen Gabriel
Pirtea, the rector of WUT, George
Boroi, the general secretary of ROSC,
and personalities from Romanian
sports.

Based on the partnership and col-
laboration agreement between ROSC
and WUT, which confirms ROSC's role
in recommending annually the per-
sonalities of the sports world to par-
ticipate in the WUT Liberty Marathon
as representatives of the Olympic
Movement in Romania, Olympic
chamﬁion Gabriela Szabo is set to
sign the medals for the WUT Liberty
Marathon 2024, awarded to over
4,000 participants in this year's edi-
tion.

ROSC President Mihai Covaliu
stated, "Romanian sports champions
are true role models for society. The
values they promote and transmit to
everyone contribute to the harmo-
nious development of every individ-
ual, both physically and, especially,

mentally. The Olympic Movement in
Romania has been a benchmark for
Excellence, Friendship, and Respect
over its 110-year history. We are de-
lighted that the West University of
Timisoara, a symbol of education in
Romania and beyond, has chosen to
convey the importance of movement
and sports through Olympic champi-
ons. Gabriela Szabo is one of those
champions for whom the Olympic
spirit helped her reach the pinnacle
of performance, to be the best!"
Olympic champion Gabriela Szabo
said, "It is a joy and an honor to be
the face of such an important event
for Timisoara. | accepted with great
pleasure because what could be
more beautiful than for us, those
who come from high performance
and have excelled in our sports, to go
further into the midst of people and
talk to them about how important
sports are, how meticulous it is to
win, how beautifully you can develop
through movement, and how many
friends you can make when you are
involved in sports. After retiring from
competitive sports many years ago,
in 2004, one of my very dear projects
was to get involved as much as possi-
ble in the communi?/ and to promote
sports as a healthy lifestyle. | real-
ized, at that time, that too few chil-
dren were coming to sports, and then
I said it's our mistake to wait for chil-
dren to come to sports. | realized that
we have to go among them, convince
them to grow around us or through
our sport. So, congratulations to all
those who are involved in the sports
phenomenon, who want a healthy
nation, considering that 63 percent of
Romania’s population does not en-
gage in any kind of sports. That
means we are a rather sedenta
people, so we who are involved in the
sports phenomenon must talk more
about what sports and education
through sports mean. So, | am very

hc;ppy to come to Timisoara and to
all the events where | will be invited
in this wonderful phenomenon called
sports.”

Prof. Dr. Marilen Gabriel Pirtea, the
rector of WUT, appreciates the contri-
bution made by Olympic champion
Gabriela Szabo to the prestige of the
WUT Liberty Marathon, a public con-
firmation, at an international level,
by the well-known champion: "The
new personality invested with the
role of Ambassador of the WUT Lib-
erty Marathon, for the 2024 edition,
the well-known Olympic and world
champion Gabriela Szabo, is a living
example of the generic message that
WUT proposes to the community: Lib-
erty Marathon has become estab-
lished as a competition defined by
the choices that make us different,
that make us unique and free, pro-
moted through sports and health."

AN EDITION OF RECORDS / The 2024
edition of the WUT Liberty Marathon
will take place on September 28-29 in
Timisoara, continuinﬁ an already es-
tablished tradition, that of a competi-
tion aimed at experienced athletes as
well as young or first-time runners.
Registration for one of the race cate-
gories allows each runner to respond
to the challenge they £eel most suit-
able for them: marathon (42 km),
half-marathon (21 km), marathon
relay (42 km), half-marathon relay
(21 km), Cross (10.5 km), and Cross

(2 km).

The organizers aim to break all pre-
vious records, both in terms of partic-
ipants, where over 4,000 registrations
are expected, and in the number of
kilometers covered, with over 30,000
km of running in total.
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PRIORITATI LA NIVELUL UNIUNII

SPORT IN SIGURANTA SI BUNASTARE

Un mediu sigur in sport este ca-
racterizat de RESPECT, ECHITATE
si este un cadru lipsit de orice
forma de violenta non-acciden-
tala asupra sportivilor sau a altor
participanti si care PROMOVEA-
ZA o abordare holistica asupra
starii de bine din punct de
vedere psihologic si fizic in ceea
ce priveste sportivii (I0C Consen-
sus Statement, 2016).

Protejarea copiilor, tinerilor si
adultilor in sport nu este doar im-
perativ moral, ¢i Si 0 necesitate
fundamentald pentru a promova
un mediu sigur si incluzivin care
acestia sa se dezvolte atat ca
sportivi, cat si ca indivizi. Uniunea
Europeans, recunoscand impor-
tanta promovarii unui stil de viata
activinca de la o varsta frageds,
recunoaste ca practicarea sportu-
lui in copilarie pune bazele adop-
tarii unui stil de viatd sandtos,
genereaza bundstare psihologica
siincluziune sociala. Mai mult
decét atat, contribuie la dez-
voltarea unor competente valo-
roase, abilitati si cunostinte
esentiale pentru a fi un membru
valoros al comunitdtii prin angaja-
ment civic siimplicare.
Safeguarding sau asigurarea unui
mediu sigur inseamnd in principal
Crearea si mentinerea unui mediu
pozitiv pentru antrenament si
competitie, in care regulile, disci-
plina si managementul sunt aso-
Ciate cu siguranta si structura,
satisfacand o nevoie fundamen-
tala a fiintei umane. in acest sens,
Uniunea Europeana se referd la
safeguarding ca fiind suma initia-
tivelor si actiunilor care vizeaza
asigurarea protectiei impotriva
hartuirii, prejudiciilor, abuzurilor,
violentei, exploatdrii si neglijarii,
cuprinzand atét protectia
sportivilor si a anturajului aces-
tora, cat si promovarea starii de
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bine. Statele membre ale UE au
recunoscut importanta oferirii
unui mediu sigur si au implemen-
tat Imbunatatiri legislative si
proiecte tintite pentru a im-
bundtati mdsurile de sigurantd,
safeguardingul devenind o priori-
tate-cheie pentru Uniunea Euro-
peand. Cu toate acestea, ramane
0 nevoie activa de consolidare a
eforturilor in acest domeniu, mai
ales in Romania.

Impreuna cu eforturile pentru
safeguarding, UE recunoaste im-
portanta sanatatii mintale si a
bundastdrii in sport. Sportul de
performanta, caracterizat prin so-
licitari intense atat in antrena-
ment, cat si in competitie si 0
permanenta nevoie de a depasi
continuu propriile limite fizice si
mentale, prezinta provocdri unice
care pot afecta siguranta psino-
logicd a sportivilor si sandtatea
mintald a acestora.

Unele metode traditionale de
antrenament, monocultura in an-
umite sporturi, accentul pus pe
obtinerea de rezultate imediate si
asocierea succesului cu obtinerea
de medalii, elemente care sunt
profund fnraddcinate in cultura
sportului, pot contribui la accen-

tuarea presiunii psinologice
asupra sportivilor. Prin urmare,
promovarea sigurantei psiholo-
gice prin sprijinul integrat pentru
sanatatea mentala in cadrul
mediilor sportive de inalta perfor-
manta este o necesitate. Acest
lucru implicd cresterea nivelului
de constientizare in ceea ce
priveste sanatatea mintald, psi-
hoeducatie, precum si asigurarea
unei game complete de servicii
de prevenire singrijire clinica a
sandtdtii mintale, creand astfel
medii sdnatoase si centrate pe
oferirea de sprijin, adecvate pen-
tru performanta optima.

In perspectiva urmtorilor ani,
viitorul sportului se bazeaza pe
educatie, cercetare, protejare si
prioritizarea sanatatii mintale.
Prin asigurarea sanatatii, sigu-
rantei si bunastarii sportivilor, UE
isi reafirma angajamentul de a
promova sportul ca vehicul pen-
tru dezvoltarea personald, coezi-
unea sociald si excelenta,
aducand in acelasi timp sportul si
activitatea fizica in prim-plan.
Vizand mdsuri si initiative pentru
un sport mai sanatos si mai per-
formant, trebuie sa prioritizam si
bundstarea holisticd a sportivilor,

antrenorilor si personalului
sportiv, contribuind astfel la culti-
varea unei culturi a sanatatii,
apartenentei, incluziunii, inovatiei
si rezilientei in cadrul comunitatii
sportive.

Tn acest context, sdnatatea
mintald si bundstarea in sport
castigd o recunoastere tot mai
mare. Intr-o analiza statisticd re-
alizata de catre EOC - EU Office,
buna guvernantd, educatia in si
prin sport si asigurarea unui
mediu sigur in sport sunt primele
trei prioritdti ale Comitetelor
Olimpice Nationale din Europa.
Comitetul Olimpic si Sportiv
Roman se aliniaza reco-
mandarilor UE, CIO si EOC, de-
venind partener intr-un proiect
finantat de cdtre Uniunea Euro-
peand, prin programul Erasmus-+,
GUARD, sub coordonarea
Comitetului Olimpic Croat, alaturi
de Ministerul Turismului si
Sportului Croat si alte cinci
Comitete Olimpice Nationale din
Europa (Polonia, Macedonia de
Nord, Slovenia, Lituania si Grecia).
Scopul proiectului este acela de a
crea un ghid de bune practici si
proceduri comune pentru sigu-
ranta si protectia copiilor in orga-
nizatiile sportive si de a elabora
un set de resurse, materiale-su-
port pentru cluburi si federatii
sportive nationale. In final, proiec-
tul vizeaza formarea de Ofiteri de
Safeguarding pentru Minori (CSO
- Child Safeguarding Officers) din
randul reprezentantilor federati-
ilor, tinta fiind cel putin 20 de CSO
pentru fiecare dintre tarile impli-
cate. Astfel, COSR, prin acest
proiect, va facilita existenta in
cadrul structurilor sportive a unui
personal dedicat problematicii
Safeguarding siva oferi ansam-
blul resurselor si procedurilor
necesare preventiei si interventiei
in caz de hartuire sau abuz. &



SPORT IN SAFETY AND WELL-
BEING / A safe environment in sports
is characterized by RESPECT and FAIR-
NESS and is a framework devoid of
any form of non-accidental violence
against athletes or other participants
and PROMOTES a holistic approach to
psychological and physical well-being
regarding athletes (I0C Consensus
Statement, 2016).

Protecting children, young people,
and adults in sports is not only a
moral imperative but also a funda-
mental necessity to promote a safe
and inclusive environment in which
they can develop both as athletes and
individuals. The European Union, rec-
ognizing the importance of promoting
an active lifestyle from a young age,
acknowledges that engaging in sports
in childhood lays the foundation for
adopting a healthy lifestyle, generates
psychological well-being, and social in-
clusion. Furthermore, it contributes to
the development of valuable skills,
abilities, and essential knowledge to
be valuable members of the commu-
nity through civic engagement and in-
volvement.

Safeguarding, or ensuring a safe en-
vironment, primarily means creating
and maintaining a positive environ-
ment for training and competition,
where rules, discipline, and manage-
ment are associated with safety and
structure, satisfying a fundamental
human need. In this regard, the Euro-
pean Union refers to safeguarding as
the sum of initiatives and actions
aimed at ensuring protection against
harassment, harm, abuse, violence,
exploitation, and neglect, encompass-
ing both the protection of athletes and
their entourage and promoting well-
being. EU member states have recog-
nized the importance of providing a
safe environment and have imple-
mented legislative improvements and
targeted projects to enhance safety
measures, with safeguarding becom-
ing a key priority for the European
Union. However, there remains an ac-
tive need to strengthen efforts in this
area, especially in Romania.

Alongside efforts for safeguarding,
the EU recognizes the importance of
mental health and well-being in
sports. Performance sport, character-
ized by intense demands both in train-
ing and competition and a constant
need to continuously push one's physi-
cal and mental limits, presents unique
challenges that can affect athletes’
psychological safety and mental
health.

Some traditional training methods,
monoculture in certain sports, the em-
phasis on achieving immediate re-

sults, and associating success with
winning medals, elements deeply
rooted in sports culture, can con-
tribute to increasing psychological
pressure on athletes. Therefore, pro-
moting psychological safety through
integrated support for mental health
in high-performance sports environ-
ments is a necessity. This involves rais-
ing awareness of mental health,
psychoeducation, as well as ensuring
a comprehensive range of mental
health prevention and clinical care
services, thus creating healthy and
supportive environments, suitable for
optimal performance.

In the perspective of the coming
Yyears, the future of sports is based on
education, research, protection, and
prioritizing mental health. By ensuring
the health, safety, and well-being of
athletes, the EU reaffirms its commit-
ment to promoting sports as a vehicle
for personal development, social co-
hesion, and excellence, while bringing
sports and physical activity to the
forefront. Aiming at measures and ini-
tiatives for healthier and more perfor-
mant sports, we must prioritize the
holistic well-being of athletes, coaches,
and sports personnel, thus contribut-
ing to cultivating a culture of health,
belonging, inclusion, innovation, and
resilience within the sports commu-
nity.

In this context, mental health and
well-being in sports are gaining in-
creasing recognition. In a statistical
analysis conducted by the EOC - EU Of-
fice, good governance, education in
and through sports, and ensuring a
safe environment in sports are the top
three priorities of National Olympic
Committees in Europe. The Romanian
Olympic and Sports Committee aligns
with the recommendations of the EU,
10C, and EOC, becoming a partner in a

project funded by the European
Union, through the Erasmus+ pro-
gram, GUARD, coordinated by the
Croatian Olympic Committee, along-
side the Croatian Ministry of Tourism
and Sports and five other National
Olympic Committees from Europe
(Poland, North Macedonia, Slovenia,
Lithuania, and Greece).

The aim of the project is to create a
guide of best practices and common
procedures for the safety and protec-
tion of children in sports organizations
and to develop a set of resources, sup-
port materials for clubs, and national
sports federations. Ultimately, the
project aims to train Child Safeguard-
ing Officers (CSOs) from among the
representatives of the federations,
with a target of at least 20 CSOs for
each of the countries involved. Thus,
through this project, the ROSC will fa-
cilitate the existence of dedicated per-
sonnel within sports structures
dedicated to the Safeguarding issue
and will provide the entire set of re-
sources and procedures necessary for
the prevention and intervention in
cases of harassment or abuse.
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SPORTUL, ATENT LA IMPACTUL ASUPRA
MEDIULUI SI SCHIMBARILOR CLIMATICE

COMITETUL OLIMPIC SI SPORTIV ROMAN, IMPLICAT IN PATRU PROIECTE ORGANIZATE CARE VIZEAZA SUSTENABILITATEA
MEDIULUI SI PREVENIREA SCHIMBARILOR CLIMATICE, PREOCUPARI MAJORE ALE COMITETULUI INTERNATIONAL OLIMPIC

Planeta se incalzeste, iar cele
mai recente cunostinte stiinti-
fice indica faptul ca acest lucru
se datoreaza cresterii emisiilor
de gaze cu efect de sera gene-
rate de activitatea umana. Cu
toti simtim pe propria piele
schimbarile climatice, si a de-
venit din ce Tn ce mai evident
ca trebuie intervenit prin orice
mijloace pentru a reduce
incalzirea globala.

Temperatura medie la
suprafata Pamantului pentru
perioada 2011-2020 a fost cu
1,1°C peste valorile preindustri-
ale (perioada de referintd 1850-
1900). Aceste schimbari
climatice cauzeaza evenimente
meteorologice extreme mai
frecvente si mai intense, cu im-
pact ridicat asupra naturii si oa-
menilor din fiecare parte a lumii.
Din acest motiv, este vital ca in-
treaga populatie sa fie implicata
n initiative si actiuni care sa vina
in intampinarea modificdrilor cli-
matice.

AGENDA ONU 2030 & OBIEC-
TIVELE DE DEZVOLTARE
DURABILA:

Agenda 2030 este un plan de
actiune, conceput in jurul a cinci
piloni centrali: OAMENI, PLANE-
TA, PROSPERITATE, PACE S|
PARTENERIAT. Cele 17 Obiective
de Dezvoltare Durabild (ODD-
uri), descompuse in 169 de
tinte, formeaza nucleul Agendei
si constituie un plan de actiune
pentru dezvoltarea durabild
pand in 2030.
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ACORDUL DE LA PARIS

Concluzionat in decembrie
2015 la Summitul COP 21, Acor-
dul Climatic de la Paris este
primul acord climatic cuprinza-
tor din lume. A intrat in vigoare
la 4 noiembrie 2016. Se ocupa
de masuri pentru limitarea
emisiilor de gaze cu efect de
serd, atenuarea si adaptarea la
impactele schimbadrilor climatice
si stabilirea de noi mecanisme
de finantare, incepand cu 2020.

CADRUL DE ACTIUNE PENTRU
SPORT PENTRU CLIMA

Schimbdrile climatice au deja o
influenta considerabila asupra
sportului in intreaga lume.
Cadrul de Actiune pentru Sport
pentru Clima a fost lansat in
cadrul Conferintei Partilor la
Conferinta ONU privind Schim-
barile Climatice (COP24)in
2018, pentru a aduna organiza-
tii sportive, echipe, sportivi Si
fani intr-un efort concertat pen-
tru a creste constientizarea si
actiunea pentru a indeplini

obiectivele Acordului de la Paris.

Acest lucru inseamnd cd organi-
zatiile sportive au responsabili-

tatea de a-si limita impactul cli-
matic, precum si de a lua masuri
pentru a se adapta la impactul
schimbarilor climatice.

AGENDA OLIMPICA A CIO
2020+5

Construitd pe baza rezultatelor
Agendei Olimpice 2020 (adop-
tatd In decembrie 2014),
aceasta include 15 recomandari
rezultate din identificarea princi-
palelor tendinte ale unei lumi
post-pandemice. Douad dintre
aceste recomandari sunt dedi-
cate Sustenabilitatii, aratand n-
grijorarea crescanda a Miscarii
Olimpice cu privire la viitor.

SCHIMBARILE CLIMATICE S|
SPORTUL

Schimbarile climatice au deja o
influenta semnificativa asupra
sportului in intreaga lume. Im-
pactul temperaturilor mai ridi-
cate, a inundatiilor mai frecvente,
a secetelor prelungite si a cres-
terii nivelului marii determina din
ce in ce mai mult conditii restric-
tive In ceea ce priveste unde
poate fi practicat sportul, cand
poate fi practicat si cum poate fi
practicat. Suprafetele de joc se
pierd, sezonul de joc se schimbd,
iar programarea si gestionarea
evenimentelor sportive sunt
afectate. Vremea extremd
afecteaza performanta sportiva
si capacitatea de a ne bucura de
sport, fie ca om de sport, fie ca
spectator. Disruptia si costurile
implicate constituie una dintre
cele mai mari amenintdri pentru
lumea sportului, asa cum o
cunoastem. )



) Acest impact se observa la
nivel mondial:

- suprafete impracticabile pen-
tru golf si fotbal;

- stresul termic printre juca-
torii de tenis;

- lipsa zapezii care inchide
statiunile de iarng;

- patogeni biologici care se
raspandesc in noi zone si
dduneazd gazonului;

- facturi de energie crescute
pentru locatiile sportive;

- restrictii privind utilizarea
apei si multe altele.

Totusi, sportul nu este doar o
victimd a schimbarilor climati-
ce; este si un contributor net
prin emisiile de gaze cu efect
de serd legate de cdlatorie,
consumul de energie si alte
forme de consum.

CADRUL DE ACTIUNE PEN-
TRU SPORT PENTRU CLIMA

Cadrul de Actiune pentru
Sport pentru Clima a fost
lansatin 2018, cu scopul de a
aduna organizatii sportive,
echipe, sportivi si fani intr-un
efort concertat pentru a creste
constientizarea si actiunea
pentru a Indeplini obiectivele
Acordului de la Paris. Cadrul
este bazat pe cinci principii
principale:

@ Principiul 1: Desfdsurarea
de eforturi sistematice pentru
a promova o responsabilitate
mai mare fata de mediu.
Principiul 2: Reducerea im-
pactului climatic total.
Principiul 3: Educatie pen-
tru actiunea climatica.
Principiul 4: Promovarea
consumul durabil si respon-
sabil.

Principiul 5: : Militeaza pen-
tru actiunea climatica prin co-
municare.

In acest sens, Comitetul
Olimpic si Sportiv Roman a
raspuns pozitiv, in anul 2022,
invitatiei Comitetului Olimpic
Spaniol (desemnat de EOC ca
fiind cel mai sustenabil
Comitet Olimpic din Europa)
de a fi partener in proiectul
“Green Footprint Lightening
on sports Activities, Manage-
ment and Events” (Green
FLAME), finantat de cdtre Uni-
unea Europeana prin progra-
mul Erasmus+. Green FLAME
Si-a propus sa promoveze un
mediu sportiv mai sustenabil,

in general, si sd promoveze
evenimente sportive neutre
prin implicarea managerilor
structurilor sportive, dar sia
fanilor. Aceste obiective au fost
indeplinite multumitd expe-
rientei Comitetului Olimpic
Spaniol, dar si prin cooperarea
transnationala a consortiului
care include Comitete
Olimpice, institutii de cerce-
tare-dezvoltare, asociatii
sportive si 0 companie specia-
lizatd In dezvoltarea de aplicatii
mobile. Dupa doi ani de impli-
care activa, proiectul Green
Flame a ajuns la final, gene-
rand urmdtoarele livrabile spre
beneficiul tuturor entitatilor si
persoanelor implicate in
fenomenul sportiv.

M Aplicatia Sport Go Green: 0
aplicatie dedicata managerilor
sportivi pentru a evalua indica-
torii de sustenabilitate n ra-
port cu activitdtile si
evenimentele organizate, cal-
culand amprenta de carbon
produsa si oferind strategii
pentru reducerea acesteia
pentru activitati mai suste-
nabile. Fanii pot beneficia de
asemenea de aceasta aplicatie
si o pot utiliza in sensul anga-
jarii in comportamente mai re-
sponsabile ca urmadritori ai
sportului si cetateniin general.
B Programul Educational Sport
Go Green: acest program
cuprinde: un curs online siun
MOOC (Curs Online Masiv De-
schis) destinat managerilor
sportivi si factorilor de decizie,
adresand problemele legate
de impactul sportului asupra
schimbadrilor climatice si
definind strategii-cheie de
sustenabilitate. Cei care finali-
zeaza cursul pot primi o certifi-
care din partea consortiului
proiectului. Acest program
educational include si ghidul
de utilizare a aplicatiei si mani-
era optima de a o integrain
actiunile lor de sustenabilitate.
W Manualul de bune practiciin
sport pentru un mediu mai
sustenabil este un alt rezultat
al proiectului Green FLAME.
Materialul include informatii si
recomandadri pentru institutiile
sportive, managerii sportivi i
factorii de decizie privind im-
plementarea sustenabilitatii.
Fiecare dintre capitolele aces-
tui manual trateaza un subiect

diferit legat de sport, natura si
sustenabilitatea mediului In-
conjurator, introducand citi-
torul in conceptul de
sustenabilitate si anteceden-
tele sale, relatia dintre instituti-
ile sportive si dezvoltarea
durabila, modul de masurare,
prevenire si atenuare a impac-
tului mediului in legatura cu
activitatea sportiva si modul de
implicare a comunitdtii si de
diseminare a celor mai bune
practici pentru a aduce consti-
entizarea societald despre
problemele centrale de
sustenabilitate, precum side a
implica intreaga comunitate
sportiva in actiunea privind
mediului Inconjurator.

In perioada 02-04 aprilie
2024 a avut loc Conferinta fi-
nala a programului Green
FLAME, la Madrid, eveniment
la care a participat din partea
COSR Ciprian Gheorghe.

OCEAN/ EOC

Incepand cu anul 2023, actiu-
nile Comitetelor Olimpice din
Europa privind protejarea
mediului impotriva schimbadri-
lor climatice au inceput sa aiba
un caracter mai centralizat
prin proiectul OCEAN (Olympic
Committees of Europe Ap-
proaching Carbon Neutrality),
finantat de Uniunea Euro-
peand prin programul Eras-
mus+. Sub coordonarea EOC
Office, Tmpreuna cu alte 17
Comitete Olimpice Nationale
din Europa, proiectul vizeaza:

M Calculul amprentei de car-
bon al tuturor activitatilor des-
fasurate de catre Comitetele
Olimpice din Europa implicate
in proiect;
B Dezvoltarea unor strategii
comune si a individualizarii
acestora pentru reducerea
amprentei de carbon, mai ales
n ceea ce priveste mobilitatea;
W Formarea unei retele de
ofiteri de mediu ai NOC-urilor
din Europa care sa imple-
menteze strategiile dezvoltate
astfel Incat sa poatd fi indepli-
nite obiectivele stipulate in
Agenda Olimpica a CIO
2020+5 si Agenda ONU 2030.
Din partea COSR, ofiterul de
mediu desemnat este dl.
Alexandru llie. W

continuare In pagina 95
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SPORT ATTENTIVE TO ENVIRONMEN-
TAL IMPACT AND CLIMATE CHANGE /
THE PLANET IS WARMING UP, AND
THE MOST RECENT SCIENTIFIC
KNOWLEDGE INDICATES THAT THIS
IS DUE TO INCREASED GREENHOUSE
GAS EMISSIONS GENERATED BY
HUMAN ACTIVITY / We all feel the ef-
fects of climate change, and it has be-
come increasingly clear that action
must be taken to reduce global
warming.

The average surface temperature of
the Earth for the period 2011-2020
was 1.1°C above pre-industrial levels
(the reference period being 1850-
1900). These climate changes cause
more frequent and intense extreme
weather events, with a high impact on
nature and people worldwide. For this
reason, it is vital that the entire popu-
lation is involved in initiatives and ac-
tions to address climate change.

UN 2030 AGENDA & SUSTAINABLE DE-
VELOPMENT GOALS:

The 2030 Agenda is an action plan
centered around five central pillars:
People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and
Partnership. The 17 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), broken down
into 169 tagg'ets, form the core of the
Agenda and constitute a roadmap for
sustainable development until 2030.

THE PARIS AGREEMENT:

Concluded in December 2015 at the
COP21 Summit, the Paris Climate
Agreement is the world's first compre-
hensive climate agreement. It came
into effect on November 4, 2016. It ad-
dresses measures to limit greenhouse
gas emissions, mitigate and adapt to
the impacts of climate change, and es-
tablish new financing mechanisms,
starting from 2020.

THE FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION FOR
CLIMATE-SMART SPORTS:

Climate change already has a signifi-
cant influence on sports worldwide.
The Framework for Action for Climate-
Smart Sports was launched at the
Conference of the Parties at the UN
Climate Change Conference (COP24)
in 2018 to bring toiether sports organ-
izations, teams, athletes, and fans in a
concerted effort to raise awareness
and action to achieve the objectives of
the Paris Agreement. This means that
sports organizations have a responsi-
bility to limit their climate impact and
take measures to adapt to the im-
pacts of climate change.

THE OLYMPIC AGENDA OF THE I0C
2020+5:

Built on the results of the Olympic
Agenda 2020 (adopted in December
2014), it includes 15 recommenda-
tions resulting from identifying the
main trends of a post-pandemic
world. Two of these recommendations
are dedicated to Sustainability, show-
ing the growing concern of the
Olympic Movement about the future.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND SPORTS:
Climate change already has a signifi-
cant impact on sports worldwide. The
impact of higher temperatures, more
frequent floods, prolonged droughts,
and rising sea levels increasingly re-
strict where, when, and how sports
can be practiced. Playing surfaces are
lost, the playing season changes, and
the scheduling and management of
sports events are affected. Extreme
weather affects sports performance
and the ability to enjoy sports, both as
athletes and spectators. Disruption
and costs involved are one of the
biggest threats to the world of sports
as we know it.

This impact is observed globally:

b. LI;nusabIe surfaces for golf and foot-
all:

@ Heat stress among tennis players;

@ Lack of snow closing winter resorts;

@ Biological pathogens spreading in

new areas and damaging turf;

@ Increased energy blllsfor sports

venues;

@ Water usage restrictions, and many

more.

However, sports are not just victims of

climate change; they are also net con-

tributors through greenhouse gas

emissions related to travel, ener,

consumption, and other forms o%on—

sumption.

FRAMEWORK OF ACTION FOR SPORT
FOR CLIMATE

The Framework of Action for Sport for
Climate was launched in 2018 with
the aim of bringing to%,ether sports or-
ganizations, teams, athletes, and fans
in a concerted effort to raise aware-
ness and take action to meet the ob-
Jectives of the Paris Agreement. The
framework is based on five main prin-
ciples:

W Principle 1: Undertake systematic
efforts to promote greater environ-
mental responsibility.

M Principle 2: Reduce the overall cli-
mate impact.

M Principle 3: Education for climate
action.

M Principle 4: Promote sustainable
and responsible consumption.

M Principle 5: Advocate for climate ac-
tion through communication.

In this regard, the Romanian Odlympic
and Sports Committee responded pos-
itiveéy in 2022 to the invitation from
the Spanish Olympic Committee (des-
ignated by the EOC as the most sus-
tainable Olympic Commiittee in
Europe) to partner in the "Green Foot-
print Lightening on Sports Activities,
Management, and Events" (Green
FLAME) project, funded by the Euro-
pean Union through the Erasmus+
program. Green FLAME aimed to pro-
mote a more sustainable sports envi-
ronment overall and to promote
neutral sports events by involving

s ortsTfacility managers as well as
fgns hese objectives were achieved

thanks to the experience of the Span-
ish Olympic Committee and throu,ih
the transnational cooperation of the
consortium, which includes Olympic
Committees, research and develop-
ment institutions, sports associations,
and a company specializing in mobile
application development. After two
Yyears of active involvement, the Green
Flame project has concluded, deliver-
ing the following outcomes for the
benefit of all entities and individuals
involved in the sports phenomenon.

@ Sport Go Green Application: This is
an application dedicated to sports
managers to assess sustainability indi-
cators in relation to activities and
events organized, calculating the car-
bon footprint produced, and providing
strategies for reducing it for more sus-
tainable activities. Fans can also bene-
fit from this application and use it to
engage in more sustainable behaviors
as sports enthusiasts and citizens in
general.

@ Sport Go Green Educational Pro-
gram: This(j)rogram includes an online
course and a Massive Open Online
Course (MOOC) aimed at sports man-
agers and decision-makers, address-
ing issues related to the impact o
sports on climate change and defining
key sustainability strategies. Those
who complete the course can receive
certification d/rom the project consor-
tium. This educational program also
includes the user guide for the appli-
cation and the optimal way to inte-
grate it into their sustainability
actions.

® Manual of Best Practices in Sports
for a More Sustainable Environment:
This is another result of the Green
FLAME project. The material includes
information and recommendations
for sports institutions, sports man-
agers, and decision-makers regarding
tne implementation of sustainability.
Each chapter of this manual ad-
dresses a different topic related to
sports, nature, and environmental
sustainability, introducing the reader
to the concept of sustainability and its
background, the relationship between
sports institutions and sustainable de-
velopment, the methods of measur-
ing, preventing, and mitigating the
environmental impact related to
sports activities, and the way to in-
volve the community and disseminate
best practices to raise societal aware-
ness about central sustainability is-
sues and engage the entire sports
community in environmental action.
The final conference of the Green-
Flame program took place in Madrid
from April 2nd to April 4th, 2024, an
event attended by Ciprian Gheorghe
on behalf of the Romanian Olympic
and Sports Committee (ROSC).

OCEAN / Starting from 2023, the ac-
tions of the European Olympic Com-
mittees regarding environmental

protection against climate change »



D have begun to have a more central-
ized character through the OCEAN
project (Olympic Committees of Eu-
rope Approaching Carbon Neutrality),
funded by the European Union
through the Erasmus+ program.
Under the coordination of%he EOC Of-
fice, together with 17 other Nationa
Olympic Committees in Europe, the
project aims to:

@ Calculate the carbon footprint of all
activities carried out by the European
Olympic Committees involved in the
project.
@ Develop common strategies and in-
dividualize them to reduce the carbon
footprint, especially regarding mobil-

ity.
@ Establish a network of environmen-
tal officers of NOCs in Europe to im-
plement the developed strategies so
that the objectives stipulated in the
10C Olympic Agenda 2020+5 and the
UN Agenda 2030 can be met.

From the Romanian Olg/mpic and
Sports Committee (ROSC), the desig-
nated environmental officer is Mr.
Alexandru.

GREAT, funded throu7gh the Erasmus+
program, KA1 - Mobility of sport staff,
aims to adopt as many sustainable
practices as possible to protect the en-
vironment and consequently sports in
a joint effort, both within the sports
community and through the contribu-
tion of the general population. GREAT,
or From Gray to Green through
Olympic Education, is a mobility proj-
ect through which eight ROSC employ-
ees learn sustainable practices from
other European O;ympic Committees:
Poland, Portugal, Italy, SPAIN (the
most sustainable NOC in Europe).
The GREAT project aims to strengthen
ROSC's capacity and learn best prac-
tices at the European level through job
shadowing in both formal and infor-
mal Iearnlnﬁlenvironments by mobil-
lgy to other National Olympic
ommittees in Europe with experience
in developing best practices at the
grassroots sports level.

The first participants in this mobility
were Laurentiu Panioglu (Legal De-
partment) and Severian Sendroiu (In-
ternational Department). The two
benefited from the experience of the
Portuguese Olympic Committee re-
garding sustainability, noting that
each department of the NOC Portugal
has individual actions to promote sus-
tainable practices both within the
sports community and at the general
population level. In this regard, we
mention the Olympic Education De-
partment's prc;}gram for sustainability,
namely the fight against climate
change conducted in primary, middle,
and high schools, and the Olympic
Forest, which is expanded year by year
through the purchase of hectares of
land and the effort of sponsors to pro-
cure and plant trees, with the aim of
offsetting the carbon footprint, an ac-
tion in which the general population is
also involved. M
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Avand ca obiectiv adoptarea a cat
mai multe practici sustenabile pen-
tru protejarea mediului si implicit a
sportului intr-un efort comun, atat
la nivelul comunitatii sportive, dar si
prin aportul populatiei generale,
COSR a obtinut finantare euro-
peanad pentru proiectul GREAT fi-
nantat prin programul Erasmus+,
KA1 - Mobility of sport staff. GREAT
sau De la Gri la Verde prin Educatie
Olimpicd este un proiect de mobili-
tate prin care opt dintre angajatii
COSR invata practicile sustenabile
de la alte Comitete Olimpice din Eu-
ropa: Polonia, Portugalia, Italia,
SPANIA (cel mai sustenabil NOC din
Europa)

Proiectul GREAT vizeaza consoli-
darea capacitatii COSR siinvdtarea
de bune practici la nivel European
prin job shadowing, intr-un mediu
de invatare formal si informal, prin
mobilitatea catre alte Comitete
Olimpice Nationale din Europa cu
experientd in dezvoltarea de bune
practici la nivelul sportului de masa.

Primii care au participat in aceasta
mobilitate au fost Laurentiu Pan-
ioglu (Departamentul Juridic) si
Severian Sendroiu (Departamentul
International). Cei doi au beneficiat
de experienta Comitetului Olimpic
Portughez in ceea ce priveste
sustenabilitatea, remarcand faptul
ca fiecare dintre departamentele
NOC Portugalia are actiuni indivi-
duale pentru promovarea practicilor
sustenabile atat la nivelul comu-
nitdtii sportive, dar si la nivelul
populatiei generale. In acest sens,
mentionam programul Departa-
mentului de Educatie Olimpica pen-
tru sustenabilitate, respectiv lupta
impotriva schimbdrilor climatice
desfdsurat in scolile primare, gim-
naziale si licee, si Padurea Olimpica,
extinsd an de an prin achizitia de
hectare de teren, si prin efortul
sponsorilor pentru procurarea de
arbori si plantarea acestora, cu
scopul compensdrii amprentei de
carbon, actiune in care este impli-
cata si populatia generala.

PICNICUL OLIMPIC

A doua echipa COSR participantd
in proiectul de mobilitate, formata
din Daniela lonescu (Departamentul
Comunicare) si Mihai Bucioveanu
(Departamentul Economic), a bene-
ficiat de experienta Comitetului
Olimpic Polonez.

Cei doi au aflat despre organizarea
Picnicului Olimpic, care pe de-o

parte aduce Tmpreuna campioni
Olimpici si comunitatea, iar pe de
alta promoveaza cdtre sportivi prac-
ticile sustenabile pentru protejarea
impotriva schimbdrilor climatice.

De asemenea, reprezentantii
COSR s-au familiarizat cu proce-
durile Comitetului Olimpic Polonez
n ceea ce priveste achizitiile suste-
nabile si au avut ocazia sa participe
la construirea campaniei pentru
Ziua Pamantului, organizata de
Comitetul Olimpic Polonez, pentru
promovarea practicilor sustenabile
la nivelul populatiei.

De la Gri la Verde prin Educatie
Olimpicd vizeaza transferul bunelor
practici de la nivelul celor patru
Comitete Olimpice Europene catre
COSR prin aportul fiecarui departa-
ment. Acest argument a stat la baza
selectiei participantilor la mobilitate,
cate un reprezentant din fiecare de-
partament al COSR. Scopul este
acela ca eforturile sa fie coerente si
sustinute la nivel institutional, iar
nivelul de constientizare privind
necesitatea existentei de practici
sustenabile sa creascd in randul
fiecdruia dintre departamentele
COSR.

Finalitatea acestui proiect vizeaza
construirea unei echipa inter-depar-
tamentale care sa construiasca
mesaje si campanii de promovare a
practicilor sustenabile pentru popu-
latie, in general, prin asocierea acti-
unilor de protectie a mediului
impotriva schimbdrilor climatice cu
valorile olimpice.l
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EXPLOZIE DE ENERGIE
SIDE VOIE BUNA!

ZIUA INTERNATIONALA A SPORTULUI PENTRU DEZVOLTARE SI PACE

Pace, bucurie, sport, prietenie, sanatate!
Sunt cuvinte simple, obisnuite pentru
multi dintre noi, cu dimensiuni vitale
nsa intr-un context zbuciumat, in care
pacea este amenintata in multe colturi
ale lumii sau, mai grav, razboaiele bat la
usa sau suntin plina desfasurare.

Pe 6 aprilie, de Ziua Internationala a
Sportului pentru Dezvoltare si Pace, in
fiecare an, este transmis indemnul la
reconciliere, prietenie, liniste si iubire
ntre toate popoarele de pe mapa-
mond.

Ziua Internationald a Sportului pentru
Dezvoltare si Pace a fost celebrata anul
acesta pentru a 11-a oard, in cadrul unor
evenimente organizate pe toate conti-
nentele. Participantii au avut ocazia sa se
ntalneascs si s& se bucure IMPREUNA
de sport, sa transmita indemnul la rati-
une si dragoste pentru semeni indifer-
ent de ras3, religie sau traditii, sa
demonstreze ca doar in PACE copiii pot
zburda fericiti, iar oamenii pot rade si se
pot bucura de viata si sport.

Veselia si rasetele de copii s-au facut
auzite si din Bucuresti, unde Ziua Inter-
nationala a Sportului pentru Dezvoltare
si Pace a fost sarbatorita pentrua 11-a
oard cu implicarea Comitetului Olimpic
si SportivRoman (COSR), prin Academia
Olimpica Romana (AOR), in colaborare
cu Universitatea Nationala de Educatie
Fizica si Sport (UNEFS) din Capitala, cu
sprijinul celor sase filiale de sector ale
AOR Bucuresti.

Sala de Sport a Scolii Gimnaziale nr.
162 din Capitala a fost invadata de nu

mai putin de 100 de elevi de gimnaziu,
dela 10 institutii de invatamant din cele
sase sectoare bucurestene, care au fost
initiati in tainele a cinci sporturi de colegii
lor mai mari de la clubul sportiv al Uni-
versitatii Nationale de Educatie Fizica si
Sport (UNEFS) din Capitald, precum si de
campioni si medaliati olimpici.

George Boroj, secretarul general al
Comitetului Olimpic si SportivRoman, a
onorat evenimentul, explicandu-le celor
prezenti cat de importanta este sarba-
torirea Zilei Internationale a Sportului
pentru Dezvoltare si Pace, mai alesin
anulin care cei mai buni sportivi ai lumii
se vor intrece la Jocurile Olimpice Paris
2024, si-aincurajat pe copii sa faca
sport.

“Faceti miscare, pentru cd sportul
Tnseamnd scindttate, diisciplind, corectitu-
dine si respect. Bucurati-/d de sport, iar
dacd veti atinge marea performanta,
Comitetul Olimpic si Sportiv Romén vava
sustine! Ceea ce astozi este o simpld joacd,
madine poate deveni un mod de viotd!", le-a
spus George Boroi.

"Joaca” ainceputin atelierele de lucru
amenajate pentru judo, gimnastica,
tenis de masa, baschet 3x3 si scrimd, la
fiecare dintre acestea participand cate
20 de eleviimpreuna cu mentorii lor.

Campioana olimpica la gimnastica Si-
mona Tabara Amanar, directorul Acade-
miei Olimpice Romane (AOR), si Marian
Dragulescu, campion mondial la gim-
nastica, au fost alaturi de fanii sportului
in care au performat. Campioanele
olimpice Laura Carlescu Badea, Ana )

continuare in pagina 98



EXPLOSION OF ENERGY AND JOY!
PEACE, JOY, SPORT, FRIENDSHIP,
HEALTH! / These are simple, com-
mon words for many of us, but vital
dimensions in a tumultuous context,
where peace is threatened in many
corners of the world, or worse, wars
are knocking at the door or under-
way.

On April 6, International Day of
Sport for Development and Peace is
observed annually, urging for recon-
ciliation, friendship, tranquility, and
love among all peoples worldwide.
This year marked the 11th celebra-
tion of the International Day of
Sport for Development and Peace,
with events organized on all conti-
nents. Participants had the opportu-
nity to come together and enjoy
sports, convey the call for reason
and love for fellow humans regard-
less of race, religion, or traditions,

and demonstrate that only in PEACE
can children frolic happily and peo-
ple laugh and enjoy life and sport.
The joy and laughter of children
were heard even in Bucharest,
where the International Day of Sport
for Development and Peace was cel-
ebrated for the 11th time with the
involvement of the Romanian
Olympic and Sports Committee
(ROSC), through the Romanian
Olympic Academy (ROA), in collabo-
ration with the National University
of Physical Education and Sport
(NUPES) in the capital, with the sup-
port of the six district branches of
ROA Bucharest.
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Maria Popescu si Roxana Barladeanu
i-au initiat pe iubitorii de scrima. Prima
campioana olimpica la judo a Romaniei
Alina Dumitru s-a numarat printre in-
drumatorii fanilor sportului pe tatami.
Ctilia Badescu - de cinci ori campioana
europeanad la tenis de masa - i-ainvatat
pe copii cum sa tind in mana corect pe o
paleta si cum sa loveasca eficient min-
gea de plastic. Cristian Mainea, vicecam-
pion european la baschet3x3, le-a aratat
elevilor cum sainscrie in cosul de
baschet.

Vicecampioana olimpica la atletism
lonela Tirlea a raspuns tuturor curiozi-
tatilor copiilor, iar Dorin Stoican, direc-

torul scolii gazda, director al AOR Bu-
curesti Sector 1,impreuna cu reprezen-
tantii celorlalte filiale de sector ale AOR
Bucuresti si cadrele universitare si stu-
dentii de la UNEFS Bucuresti au fost
atenti ca elevilor sa nu le lipseasca nimic
si sa se poata bucura de sport.
Evenimentul desfasurat sub semnul
spiritului de echipa, prieteniei si fair-play-
ului s-aincheiat, cain fiecarean, cude
acum binecunoscutul CARTONAS ALB,
prin care se promoveaza valorile pozi-
tive si constructive ale sportului. Fluturat
de toti participantii, CARTONASUL ALB
ihseamna incluziune, echitate si pace.
Aratand un CARTONAS ALB, in stilul ar-
bitrilor, este o actiune care simbolizeaza

puterea pozitivd a sportului. in contrast
CU Un cartonas rosu, care semnifica cea
mai grava infractiune din sport. Campa-
nia Cartonasul Alb ajunge la milioane
de oameni prin intermediul retelelor de
socializare (Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, Tic Toc etc.

ISTORIC

in anul 2013, Adunarea General a Nati-
unilor Unite, cu sustinerea Comitetului
International Olimpic (CIO), a declarat
ziua de 6 aprilie drept Ziua Internationala
a Sportului pentru Dezvoltare si Pace, iar
din 2014, aceasta Zi a fost celebrata in
fiecarean. B



The Sports Hall of Secondary School
No. 162 in the capital was invaded
by no less than 100 middle school
students from 10 educational insti-
tutions from the six districts of
Bucharest, who were initiated into
the secrets of five sports by their
older colleagues from the sports
club of the National University of
Physical Education and Sport
(NUPES) in the capital, as well as by
Olympic champions and medalists.
George Boroi, the Secretary-General
of the Romanian Olympic and Sports
Committee, honored the event by ex-
plaining to those present how im-
portant it is to celebrate the
International Day of Sport for Devel-
opment and Peace, especially in the
year when the world's best athletes
will compete at the Paris 2024
Olympic Games, and encouraged
children to engage in sports.
"Engage in physical activity because
sports mean health, discipline, fair-
ness, and respect. Enjoy sports, and
if you achieve great success, the Ro-
manian Olympic and Sports Com-
mittee will support you! What is just
play today can become a way of life
tomorrow!" said George Boroi.

The "play" began in workshops set
up for judo, gymnastics, table tennis,
3x3 basketball, and fencing, with 20
students participating in each, along
with their mentors.

Olympic gymnastics champion Si-
mona Tabdrd Amanar, the director
of the Romanian Olympic Academy
(ROA), and Marian Dragulescu, a
world champion in gymnastics, were
alongside fans of the sport in which
they excelled. Olympic champions
Laura Carlescu Badea, Ana Maria
Popescu, and Roxana Bérlddeanu
initiated fencing enthusiasts. Roma-
nia's first Olympic judo champion,
Alina Dumitru, was among the in-
structors guiding sports enthusiasts
on the tatami. Otilia Badescu, a five-
time European table tennis cham-
pion, taught children how to hold a

paddle correctly and hit the celluloid
ball effectively. Cristian Mainea, a
European 3x3 basketball vice-cham-
pion, showed students how to score
in basketball hoops.

Olympic athletics vice-champion
lonela Tirlea answered all the chil-
dren's questions, while Dorin Sto-
ican, the director of the hosting
school, director of ROA Bucharest
Sector 1, together with representa-
tives of the other district branches of
ROA Bucharest and university staff
and students from NUPES
Bucharest, made sure that the stu-
dents lacked nothing and could
enjoy sports.

The event, held under the sign of
teamwork, friendship, and fair play,
concluded as in every year with the
now well-known WHITE CARD, which
promotes the positive and construc-
tive values of sports. Waved by all
participants, the WHITE CARD signi-
fies inclusion, equity, and peace.
Showing a WHITE CARD, in the style
of referees, is an action symbolizing
the positive power of sports. In con-
trast to a red card, which signifies
the most serious offense in sports.
The White Card campaign reaches
millions of people through social
media networks (Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, TikTok, etc.).

HISTORY

In 2013, the United Nations General
Assembly, with the support of the In-
ternational Olympic Committee
(10C), declared April 6 as the Interna-
tional Day of Sport for Development
and Peace, and since 2014, this day
has been celebrated

annually. B
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Inocentiu Voinea

BOTII CU BOTII, VIII CU VI

S-avorbit la recentul congres al Asociatiei Pre-
sei Sportive de la Santa Suzana despre un
subiect pe care noi l-am abordat in editorialul
din ultimul numar al anului trecut: Inteligenta
Artificiala si jurnalismul sportiv. Exista, evident, o
preocupare privind viitorul profesiei in era A,
dar si o responsabilitate asumata fata de citi-
torul bombardat din toate directiile cu stiri
false. Redactori-sefi ai unor importante publi-
catii, alaturi de experti ai UNESCO, au discutat
cuingrijorare despre pericolul ca unii roboti sa
preia texte scrise cu greseli de alti roboti, iar in
final sa ajungem can telefonul fara fir, una se
intampla si alta este redat in stire. Si atundj,
intr-adevar, ne vom afla cu adevdrat in era fake-
news. Si nici cu protejarea drepturilor de autor
lucrurile nu sunt asezate, caci robotii au acces
la informatii produse de jurnalisti reali sile
folosesc apoi pentru a genera raspunsurile
pentru care sunt solicitati. De fapt, legat de
acest subiect, piesele de domino au inceput sa
cadd, caci deja s-a descoperit, in cadrul unei an-
chete, ca renumita publicatie Sport llustrated a
publicat texte generate de Al sisemnate de au-
tori inexistenti. Acestea au devenit sursd de
documentare pentru alti robotj, care vor agre-
ga astfel atat informatii generate de jurnalisi, cat
side Al. O alta abordare a avut insa New York
Times, care a actionat I instanta creatorii Chat
GPT pentru ca si-au antrenat chatbotii folosind
articolele publicate in prestigioasa lor publi-
catie, iar acum textele generate de Al con-
Cureaza presa.

Totusi, abordarea noii realitati, pe care nu o
putem nega, nu trebuie sa fie una fatidica.
Folosirea inteligentei artificiale ca pe un instru-
ment, Nu ca pe un inlocuitor al gandirii umane,
trebuie sa fie directia in viitor. lata de ce, Zilele
trecute, am conversat cu Al pe teme legate de
sport si de implicarea sa in acest domeniu. Si
nu numaiin ceea ce priveste jurnalismul spor-
tiv, d si sportul de performantd. Caci, chiar daca
omul, performantele sale fizice nu cunosc pe
scara evolutiei o schimbare atat de radicalg, sti-
inta, inteligenta artificiald pot ajuta la 0 mai
bund cunoastere a capacitdtilor umane de a-si
impinge limitele cat mai departe. "Discutia” a
fost interesantd, mai ales ca mi-a oferit posibili-
tea de a contrazice actuala variantd, in formare,
a ceea ce se doreste a gjunge o enciclopedie
universald capabild sa livreze raspunsuri la
aproape toate intrebdrile. Dar de-a dreptul
uimitor a fost faptul ca precizarile mele, sau de-
taliile oferite, au fost folosite apoi pentru a ge-
nera alte raspunsuri, mai complete, la aceeasi
intrebare al cdrei raspuns eu il contestasem.
Unde Al nu reusise sa verifice veridicitatea
celor spuse de mine, era retinut. Ceea ce
demonstreaza o capacitate de "invatare" ex-

trem de mare, dar mai ales lipsa orgoliilor, ceea
Ce pe Noi, 0amenii, Nne omoara...

Or, macar asta daca am invata si noi la fel de
repede, anume cd orgolile nemdsurate nu duc
la nimic bun, am avea cu siguranta multe de
castigat. In sportul de performanta cu atat mai
mult, unde caractere puternice se confrunta,
luptandu-se sa-siimpuna fiecare propriile idei.
Unde s-a trecut peste orgolii, unde s-a adoptat
0 atitudine pozitiva, rezultatele in planul perfor-
mantei se vad. Se vor vedea si la Paris. Dar
acolo unde s-a trecut cu vederea peste eviden-
te, unde s-au purtat ochelari de cal, unde s-a
strigat sus si tare "stim noi mai bine!" realitatea,
performantele obtinute au contrazis aprecierile
triumfaliste cladite pe fundatii de nisip...

latd ce imi spunea Al, cand am intrebat-o cum
crede ea cd poate ajuta sportul de perfor-
manta: "Integrarea inteligentei artificiale in sportul
de performantd a adus numeroase beneficii si
inovatii. Al este folositd pentru analiza datelor bio-
metrice, monitorizarea performantelor sportivilor,
optimizarea antrenamentelor si prevenirea acci-
dentdrilor. Prin intermediul senzorilor si al algorit-
mirilor inteligent, este posibild colectarea Si
interpretarea datelor cu precizie si cu rapiditate,
permitand sportivilor si antrenorilor sd a decizii in-
Jormate pentru atingerea performantelor
maxime. De asemenea, Al poate fi folositd in simu-
larea scenariilor de joc, in personalizarea antrena-
mentelor si a strategiilor, precum si in analiza
avansatd a aspectelor tehnice legate de disciplina
respectivd. In plus, utilizarea inteligentei artificiale
In sportul de performantd poate contribui la de-
scoperirea din timp a talentelor, la optimizarea
strategiilor de echipd si la imbunatdtirea perfor-
mantelor globale ale sportivilor.”

Totusi, nu crezi ca un antrenor cu multd expe-
rientd ar putea obtine rezultate foarte bune si
fara tine? - l-am mai intrebat pe Chat GPT. La
care mi-a raspuns: "Cu sigurantd, experienta si
abilitctile unui antrenor experimentat sunt extrem
de valoroase si esentiale pentru succesul sportivilor.
Inteligenta artificiald in sportul de performantd nu
Inlocuieste rolul antrenorilor, ci i completeazd si fi
sustine in procesul de luare a deciziflor. Al poate
oferi antrenorilor informatii suplimentare si analize
avansate, bazate pe date, care pot imbundtdti ca-
litatea antrenamentelor si a strategiilor. Colabo-
rarea intre antrenori si tehnologia Al poate duce la
rezultate remarcabile, combinand experienta
umand cu avantajele tehnologiei moderne.”

Am insistat, intreband dacd nu ar merita o
medalie si un chatbot care a fost asistent
(World Athletics acorda si antrenorilor me-
dalia castigata de sportivi), si mi-a raspuns, cu
modestie, ca nu e cazul. Poate doar o
apreciere tehnologica specifica. Botii cu botii,
Vi cu viill
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